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NZ Knights 0 Perth Glory } 


w 


A: Simi 


't might have taken five rounds, but the 
Melbourne Victory finally celebrated a 
victory against the red-hot 


Newcastle Jets on Sunday in front of a mag- 
Btont gallery of football fans at Olympic 


Behar ick said to ABSW that the 
win was about time after string of three draws. 

“I would have been very concemed if we 
drew and played poor football prior to the Jets 
game but we didn’t. 

“[ think we've performed quite well but its 
one of those things were the ball has fallen in 
the back of the net. 

“Our draw to be honest hasn't been the easi- 
est. Two home matches in the past few rounds 
which have seen us take on the likes of Sydney 
and Queensland away were tough assign- 
ments.” 

Merrick has been delighted with his young 
chargers especially, who have made the step up 
to A-League football. 

“I'm pretty sure we're the only team that has 
constantly been playing youngsters week in 


‘Lia, Chris Tadrosse and Carl Recchia have all 
made appearances in the A-League, and at the 
‘moment, bave played consistently.” 

‘The Victory face a tough task in tackling the 
Central Coast Mariners in Gosford this week, a 
battle that Merrick believes will bring out the 
best in his squad, 

“Lawrie McKinna plays a good attacking 
style of football, similar to the Jets. I think the 
‘Spectators are in for a great game as we play a 
similar style also.” 

‘The Scotsman has been impressed with the 
two home game crowds that have come and 
supported the Victory at Olympic Park. 

“Tis fantastic to see kids and families who 
have been very Supportive to the Victory cause. 
Our fans aren’t a fickle crowd and it’s realy a 
breath of fresh air seeing youngsters support our 


‘The Victory coach will be looking at finslis- 
ing his full-team roster in November when the 
A-League transfer window re-opens. 

“At the moment, Gary Cole and myself are 
looking at a midfielder from overseas which 
will conclude our squad for this season.” =~ 
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By Mark Stavroulakis 


‘Socceroos coach Guus Hiddink has named a 25- 
‘man squad for a training camp in the Netherlands 
ahead of the October 9th Powerade Series match 
against Jamaica in London. 

‘The Australians will assemble in Mierlo just out- 
side of Eindhoven after completing club matches 
this weekend and will spend the rest of the week 
together before flying to London to face the Reggae 
Boys at Fulham's Craven Cottage. 

While Hiddink has named 25 players for the 
training camp this will be reduced to a match squad 
of 18-20 players for the team’s final hit out before 
facing the fifth ranked South American nation in 
November for a spot in the 2006 FIFA World Cup. 

"The training camp will give me another oppor- 
tunity to work with the players and then reduce the 
squad down for the vital match aginst Jamaica,” 
said Hiddink. 

"This is our last chance to get together ahead of 
the World Cup qualifiers in November so the time 
together and the match will be crucial to us." 

"Jamaica are going to be a good test for us and it 
is Vital that we continue to improve as we build to 
November." 

"We have several players that have been out 
injured and are in the process of their rehabilitation. 
We are bringing them in as well so we can check on 
their progress.” 

The Socceroos 2006 FIFA World Cup destiny 
will be decided in Sydney on 16 November when 
they play a Powerade Series match against the fifth- 
ranked South American nation, The first leg of the 
home-and-away series ‘will take place on 12 
November in South America. 


Bates: No more 
Aussies at 


QANTAS SOCCEROOS SQUAD 


John Aloisi, Marco Bresciano, Tim Cahill, Scott 
Chipperfield, Simon Colosimo, Ante Covic, Jason 
Culina, Ahmad Elrich, Brett Emerton, Vince 
Grella, Joel Griffiths, Zeljko Kalac, Hamy Kewell, 
Stan Lazaridis, Jon McKain, Ljubo Milicevic, 
Craig Moore, Lucas Neill , Jade North, Tony 
Popovic, Mark Schwarzer, Josip Skoko , Archie 
‘Thompson, Mark Viduka, Luke Wilkshire 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC SHAPS BELMORE 


Hx NSW Premier League side Sydney 
Olympic this week put pea to paper on a 1-year 
deal with the Belmore Sports Ground for the up and 
coming season as the club's home ground. 

Olympic put in their application along with the 
other 26 hopeful candidates for next year’s Premier 
League season but President John Constantine 
believes that they should be amongst the 12 new 
sides. 

‘The Eastem District is met by a number of clubs 
chasing spots for NSW’s revamped elite competi- 
tion but speculation has it that Olympic, APIA 
Leichhardt and St George are favourites for the 
spots. 
Olympic also released the news that Henley 
Athletic Field situated in the Eastem Suburbs will 
be targeted as a development plan for the club’s new 
home ground and club house starting next year. 


MUST SEE FEATURE: 
Daniela Raco speaks to Victory 
Pin-Up boy Michael Ferrante 
turn to Page 21 


Knights blast 
Adshead 


sack talk 


‘ew Zealand Knights 
chairman Anthony Lee 
has blasted rumours 
that dub owner Brian Katzen 
wants to sack coach John 
Adshead. 

‘The Knights are propping up 
the A-League table, but Lee 
insists Katzen is backing 
‘Adshead. He told the Sunday 
‘Star Times: 

"Its all rubbish, "I have no 
idea where these rumours have 


not as many sponsors on board 
as we would like the money is 
there to run the club and the 
cheques will keep being written. 
‘We are in this for the long haul. 

"John Adshead didn't have to 
take this position but he believes 
in the dream we're trying to 
build." 

Adshead also barked: "It's far- 
cical. It's Hollywood tabloid 
stuff.” 

‘The Knights are currently at 


the foot of the A-League ladder . 
with three points thanks to their John Adshead: NZ 
only win against the Mariners. Knights head coach 


ny Australian wishing 
to play for Leeds 


United please take 
note of the following. 

Ken Bates says there'll be no 
more Aussies at Leeds United 
while he's chairman. 

The flamboyant — former 
Chelsea suprema told the 
Sunday Mirror: 

"The one thing is, Til never 
sign an Australian, Ive already 
Jaid that law down. 

"Quite apart from their tem- 
perament, which is a matter of 
another debate, if-they are any 
‘good they play for their country 


way. 


come back.” 


books. 


none! 


Leeds Chairman Ken Bates will not sign any 
Australian players as long as he’s in charge 
so they clear off so you can lose 
them for 10 to 15 matches any- 


At one stage there were 6 
Aussies on Leeds United’s 


"So you've got to buy some- 
body as good to stand in for 
them. It's the time difference, 
they're jet-lagged when they 


Mark Viduka, Harry Kewell, 
Danny Milosevic, Jacob Burns, 
Shane Cansdell-Sheriff and 
Matthew Rosier, now there are oe 


Tum to page 8 on Adelaide’s recent signing of former NSL Player of the Year 
Femando Rech 


Greek 2nd Division side Panachaiki’s Australian connection (L-R) 
Adriano Pellegrino - head coach Leon Gardikiotis - Aaron Westervelt and Peter 
Zorbas. Read on Page 6 for more news on this story. 


ADELAIDE SIGN BRAZILIAN STAR 


Welcome to the second season of 
Canterbury “six-a-side” Summer Soccer to 
played from October 2005 till February 2006 
at Lees Park Ashbury. 


This competition is sanctioned by CDSFA 
and SOCCER NSW and all participants are 
insured. We offer competitions to males and 
females from U/7 to Seniors, with a website 
showing results and tables updated weekly 
by our Competition Secretary. - 


Come join the fun for all the family and 


enjoy those warm summer months outdoors 
together. 


CONTACT US NOW! 
All Information 
Or call Paris Svilicich 
0407 400 753 


Gladesville 


ADESVILLE SPIRIT 


SOCCER CLUB 


IPIRIEMIUIEIR 
YOUTH ILEAGUIE 
TRIALS IFOIR 
SEASON 2006 


will bo held at 
CHRISTIE PARK, 
“Christie Road, North Ryde 
‘on tha following dates — 


UNDER 13. Friday 14 and 21 October 6.00-8.009m 
UNDER 14 Thursday 13. and 20 October _—_6,00-8.00pm 
UNDER 15 Wednesday 12 and 19 October 6.00-8.00pm 
UNDER 16 Tuesday 11 and 18 Oclober ———6,00-8.00pm 
UNDER 18 Monday 1D and 17 October 6.00-8.00pm 


For any further information please contact the 
office on: 9887 2116 


UNITED S.C. Inc. 
SUPER LEAGUE 


2005 SEMI FINALIST 


COACHES REQUIRED 
A" GRADE &U20'S 
- 2006 SEASON 
Application for the above positions can be 
done In the following manner 
By E-mail: hajdul 
By Post: PO Box 332 Merrylands, NSW 2160 
Further enquiries contact: President, Charles Abdilia 


On: 0416 171 896 oR 9757 2906 


Parramatta Eagles 
Soccer Academy 


Official Youth Develop: 
of Manchester Unite 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE 


TRIALS 


Parramatta Eagles Soccer Academy are holding trials for the 
2006 PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE SEASON 
on SUNDAY 9th OCTOBER 2005 
at MELITA STADIUM, EVERLEY ROAD, CHESTER HILL 
U/13: 9am U/14: 10.30am U/15: 12pm 
U/16: 1.30pm U/13: 3pm 
To register please arrive 45 minutes before your trial 
Canteen facilities available. 
—_—- A 
Limited positions are avallable for all grades U/13 — U/18 
Please send your resumé IIsting your experience and personal 
details to: 
admin@parraeaglesacademy.com 
on Fax: (02) 9738 7320 


FOR ENQUIRIES CONTACT: 


PESA OFFICE ON (02) 9738 7222 


Gus Cerro Football Academy 
Soccer school for boys and girls from age 5 to 14 
School Holiday Program 


: 30 September and 7 October 2005 Z 
00am to 3.00pm Cost: $39.00 per child/day ‘ci. rjen fest seateny 
Recaive GCFA T-shirt and GCFA Certificate 


90 minute Ball Mastery Clinic 

Date: 5 November 2005 

Time: 9.00am to 10.30am for age 5 to 8 
10.30 to 12.00 noon for age 9 to 14 

Cost: $30.00 per child/session 

Receive GCFA T-shirt and GCFA Certificate 


For more information CALL 0403 941410 /0433 156 279 
Visit www.gcfa.com.au for all academy updates 
Venue: 855 Old Northern Rd, Dural 
Redfleld College 


WOMEN’S SUPER LEAGUE AND GIRL'S YOUTH 


Sydney University is an ambitious and professionally.run Club which offers an 
excellent pathway for girls interested in pursuing Soccer at the highest level. if 
you are a committed Soccer player looking for a challenging and rewarding 
‘experience where you can develop your skills under dedicated coaches then 
come to Sydney University and enjoy your Soccer. 


Trials will be held each Sunday and Wednesday at Powells Creek Reserve, 
Concord West (UBD Map 233 C2) 


U12’s U14’s, U16's:- 
Trials Commence Sth October 2005 
Sunday 9:00am ® Wednesday 6:00pm. 
U21, First Grade:- 
Trials Commence 12th October 2005 
Wednesday 7:00pm 


We are pleased to announce the appointment of Mick Somers as the Head 
Coach — Women's and ex-Soccerco star Jim Patikas who have joined the 
Sydney, University coaching staff for season 2006. Other qualified coaches are 
welcome to apply. 


ae 


Foormait ctus 


SYDNEY UNITED 
FOOTBALL CLUB 


NSW PREMIER LEAGUE 


poNDER 20 TRIALS 


- for 2006 Season J, 
Date: Ist October 2005 


Venue: Knight Park #4 — Fairfield Rd, Fairfield 
Time: 10.00am to 12.00pm_ 


Trial 2 
Date: 8th October 2005 
Venue: Sydney United Sports Centre 
~ 223 Edensor Rd, EDENSOR PARK 
Time: 3.00pm to 5.00pm 


PLEASE CONTACT IAN RUDGLEY FOR 
MORE DETAILS: 0411535 336 


Association Secretary 
by close of business on Sth October 2005 
(Aselicatiors ane argues foe ; 
Elizabeth 
(0414 263 509 


42 Wentworth Street, 
‘Croydon Park NSW 2133" 


UNITED 


U/20 Premier 
League Trials 


Tuesday 4th and Thursday 
6th October 
FROM 6.30PM SHARP 
VENUE: 
Coox Park Wiison STREET, 


St Marys 


Enquiries: Craig Long Mob: 0417 448 867 
Greg McGriskin Mob: 0410 965 738 
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Gass 


A-League 
FRONT-RUNNERS INTEND 
TO KEEP SURPRISING 


By Marx Fox doomsayers were predicting. 


Australia’s success- 


proved all pundits wrong 
though by winning in Perth, 


e're already a starved football community - the Week after the supposed- 
Wer of the irrespective of individual Ty more-attacking Queens- 

way through the club loyalties - agree that a land Roar had been beaten at 
regular season and if book- competitive, pulsating Members Equity. Goals 


makers aren't quite push- domestic league is the key to 
ing the panic button yet, unlocking the pockets of sup- 
they may be starting to get port across the country. 
abit twitchy. Neutrals deserve a division 
Afler four rounds, three of in which the bulk of the 
bookie's tips for the inaugur- teams are fighting for the top 
al A-League finalists - four positions well into the 
Sydney FC, Perth Glory and New Year. 
Melboume Victory - were Saying that, the wobbly 


should flow more freely with 
the recent additions of fit- 
again Qu Shengging and 
Brazilian import Fernando 
Rech. 


Man of the moment: 
Ross Aloisi 
One to watch: Qu 


languishing in the bottom form shown by Sydney FC Shengging 

half of the table while rank has already led to some Biggest challenge: 

outsiders Adelaide United expressing concern that fans Integrating Qu and Rech into 

had already shown a clean will. desert the so-called a winning side 

pair of heels to rivals at the glamour side unless perfor- 

top. And while there is still a mances improve, Sydney FC Newcastle United rh 


gamut of football to be goalkeeper Clint Bolton ri Richard Money's talented . 
played before the finals admitted 10 The Daily ageiee united have boon colebrating quite fair gvo4P stugeled to find ther There's been @ Coastal surge with the Mariners 


places are confirmed, the Telegraph prior to the week- bit this year feet at first but have shown who've been on top of their game recently 
surprise early-season front- end’s State of Origin match- yay in subsequent home Mariners] andits disappoint. ‘it lexibilty and ruthless- Nick Mrdja's continued upfront policy. Alex 
runners deserve a mention up with Queensland Roar jraiches. ing and frustating that we ™2S*infront of goal inrecent absence, This side is by no Brosque, Spase Dilevski and 


for ensuring the first-ever that awin was vital to sustain “sWe've had huge turnouts haven't come up with a win Weeks. Ned Zelic now looks means a one-man show with  Jonti Richter will receive the 
league hasn't become the supporters’ interest and stop 195,000 against Melbourne for them," Bolton said. more at home in central Beauchamp and Wilkinson plaudits for their constant 
two- or three-horse race the crowds from ‘drifting S54 15,000. against. the That aside, the growing ‘fence with Allan Picken calm in defence, Gumprecht and enthusiastic running but 
enthusiasm in the likes of solid alongside. When ang Spencer the string- Bleiberg's whole system 
Brisbane and Adelaide - Newcastle switch toa 3-5-2 puters in midfield and relies on the discipline of 
sides making a mockery of ‘YStem, Money allows Nick Matthew Osman roving from Korean midfielder Seo 
pre-season. expectations . ©aHle more licence to roam the flank. Plenty more to Hyuk-Su. After Brosque was 
will more than compensate 10 the left flank with the come from the Central Coast. called up to the Soccero0 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH 


pa See en na train-on squad, Bleiberg inti- 

meee Seats this with Ante Milcconlyat Man of the moment: mated tha! many ieee: 

weeny Sydney. FC retain among Mal thottle too: Noel Spencer talented young players 
rare - 


the favourites despite their Man of th ts 
} U B $ C R l B E N 0 W ce qucht ot of te Nek Ga td 
: clubs quickest out of the ORRRAL ICRE 


blocks are worthy of praise. yh 


To Australian and British Soccer Weekly aa a eens etme Biggest challenge: Being 
out every Tuesdays saa paren ableto call ona regula strike 
by mailing the coupon and your cheque for Pours 
$195 (GST incl) Ge OW Central Coast 
; : Built on a solid defensive oe 
overseas fee $255 (GST incl) made payable to piriner stipe Michael Mariners 


Australian and British Soccer Weekly at 


Valkanis and Kris Rees, _ Tie Mariners have beaten 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. NSW 2037. 


Adelaide have received their Sydney and Perth in their 
share of criticism for they WA backyards without 
manner in which they  S0#h Lawrie McKinua yet 
defended Louis Brain's early being able to select his pre- 
goal at Melbourne. They ferred front pairing duc to 


MATCH REPORTS, 
A-LEAGUE NEWS 
AND LINE-UPS, 
SOCCEROOS NEWS, 
TRANSFER NEWS, 
CLUB INFO, 
WORLD ROUND-UP 


The youthful flair and talent of the Roar has been 


: Including: 
Italian, UK, Spanish, Greek, German and World Results erecta ie mera 


mix so far 
SUBSCRIPTION FOR $195 One to watch: Matthew weren't too far behind. 
COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: Osman Heading that list at the 


Biggest challenge: moment has to be the tireless 
Getting Nick Mrdja healthy — Massimo Murdocea. 


ADDRESS: «2.2.00 ccc seen nnn ccnccnsccccosccece 

SUBURB! ojc.o:0atelanac wpeicicinn (eee we a sivines'e mins sinienis 

STATE: ..2.2.000002+0«»--POSTCODE: ...- 05+ 
Subscription will be mailed by post - expect delays to occur 


Man of the moment: 
Queensland Roar = Alex Brosque 
Rapidly becoming cvery One to watchs Warren 
fan's favourite second team, Moon 
Miron Bleiberg encourages Biggest —_challenge: 
his young troops to entertain Finding a killer's instinct in 
with his preferred three front of goal 


The Newcastle Jets have been red hot and could 
be the team to watch out for in the 
A-League 
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MARCON Cahill 
2006 Women’s Super League deserves 


»> Trial Dates « a 


Wednesday 5th October 6.30pm 
Under 12 & 148 = Sunday 9th October 2005 e Friday 7th October e E 
Wednesday 12th October 2005 Sunday Sth October . 


‘Sunday 16th October 2005 Where: Peakhurst Park Trafalgar St Peakhurst 
homeland, before returning Please register at least 15 minutes prior to the 
to England. 

Sunday 16th October 2005 However, fellow mid- 
fielder Lee Carsley 

First epatelend Sone ia ome Oot anos believes Cahill has an inte- 
unt tol 
Sunday 30th October 2005 ee ; oie eve 
[don't think there's any | Under 13: Monday 10th October 
All trials to be held at Marconi Training fields 3 * aS Saturday 15th October 
big deal about Tim being Sunday 16th October 
For further information please contact Mr. Sam Papa tired,” Carsley said. iractons af [ueeany) isin cece 
"If he'd scored - and he Saturday 15th October 
0425 346 014 eataliarel ed ionteos Sunday 16th October 
Sragme Under 15: Wednesday 12th October @ 6.30pm 
already with a bit of luck Saturday 15th October @ 12.00pm 
Players trialling are requested fo bring along their playing against Manchester United Sunday 16th October  @ 12.00pm 
boots and shin pads. and Villarreal.” : Thursday 13th October @ 6.30pm 
pat et eccad Avert Saturday 15th October @ 1.30pm 
lost their fifth game of the SUITED Dav Ceionegh a 0 ete 
z Friday 14th October —@ 6.30pm 
season on Saturday with a Saturday 15th October @ 3.00pm 
| Want Coaches + Players “a Referees + Managers? _ damaging 1-0 losstonewly Sundey 16th October 
promoted Wigan, " 
The Toffees are now in 
bottom place of the English 
Premier League. 


Aussie star 
Cahill is due for a well 
earned rest 


pear, tuo} mites: 


Australian mid- 
fielder Tim Cahill 
could face a spell on the 
sidelines as Blues boss 
David Moyes tries to halt 
a worrying slide in the 


team's fe 
FOOTBALL CLUB Gani, ts) cat top 


Season 2006 ..4¢... | o. .2 


Youth League BP ee 


i ‘season as the Merseysiders 
Players Trials ead aa 
Fraser Park FC Is a well established and successful Soccer NSW State jj {0m bottom of the table. 
League Club which has embarked on an exciting five (5) year plan to To make matters worse 
become the leader In Youth Football Development In NSW. Implementing a they have been knocked out 
very ambitious plan, we want to offer a pathway to all asplring players from of the Champions League 
grass roots through to the highest level in Australia and Overseas. and mast try and overturn a 
5-1 UEFA Cup first round 
Trial Dates deficit against Dinamo 
's and 14’s Mondays 10th, 17th, 24th October tense 7.30pm: . 
Wednesdays 12th, 19th, 26th October Baceree thai yeck: 


6.00pm — 7.30pm 
Saturdays 15th, 2nd, 20th October 9:30am — 11.00am ff, Moves state though hat weer 
+ . nder 
15’s and 16's Mondays 10th, 17th, 24th October 7.00pm— 8. before this rest is seen by ar i 
Wednesdays 12th, 19th, 26th October oon - 80pm call ; Kee ee bag . ec riies eben oir gD 
Saturdays 15th, 22nd, 29th October 11.00am — 12.30pm ine you are tired the Lace : Leichhardt i 
thing is to do more 5 5 
Tuesdays 11th, 18th, 25th October 6.00pm — 8.00pm work, not the opposite.” He Hea panaic Corie rea te tie aanatio Come 
Thursdays 13th, 20th, 27th October 6.00pm — 8.00pm Cabill's Everton debut, || Tsay October 11,18 & 25 — 6pm Friday October 14, 21 & 28 — 6pm 


Saturdays 15th, 22nd, 29th October 1.15pm — 3.15pm sie ah from |} Stturday October 15,22 & 29 — 10.30am Saturday October 15,22 & 29 — 3pm 


A Millwall, was delayed for a 
Please arrive 30 minutes before starting times to register. All trials at Fraser last 
Par Fo nom ound, 100 Marche Re, Marck, For Iiormaion Ted Amazin || TIGERS JUNIOR SOCCER CLUB INC 


Olympic Games. Seeks talented and motivated Players, Coaches and Managers inthe following age groups: 
He was again selected U6, U7, U8, U9, U10, Ul1, U12, U13, U14, ULS, U16 & All Age Mens Teams 
for intemational daty dar- & Girls U10, U12, UL4, U16 & All Age Women’s Teams 
ers this sent ‘The club is also seeking expressions of interest for two new positions for Season 2006 
| Fraser Park Futsal Is running a tournament commencing October and Is calling cet pa ge Women's Convenor & Women’s Coaching Director 
for Interested players to form teams and play on our recently built OUTDOOR E r Do you want to join a club with vision and the only club in the district that 
Futsal courts. Enjoy the excitement of Futsal with the feel of street football on|| jj @Velling by air to play in offers a pathway into the NSW Premier Youth League — then call the 


isto cot Opa aces oni roees yaa Wc a aaa) Gualijine' clay of win || — Club Infoline (02) 9560 5414 or 9569 2888 


Pay around $2 a game for the whole competition! || |] Solomon Islands. 


‘The 25-year-old is also 
For more Information or to register your team please contact Fraser Park Futsal certain to be called up for 


er be 
director on 0415 363 071 or email on fraserfutsaifhotmall.com Australia's final World Cup Ve. 
play-off in November, Proudly sponsored by 


"Don’t Miss Out" ‘hich will involve travel to 
South America and then his THESE ARE CHILD RELATED POSITIONS & PROHIBITED PERSONS NEED NOT APPLY 
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@) ABsw: 


SUSPENSION TESTS 20-PLAYER 
SQUAD TO THE LIMIT 


Marc Fox Socceroo ‘keeper agreed a — with ‘shadow’ squads, players 
By Mare Fox four-week deal despite the on hand to be called into the 
e sending off of fact Beltrame, who should be full squad when required. 
Adelaide goalkeeper back in the number one jersey At the New Zealand 
Daniel Beltrame in this weekend after conceding Knights, for instance, Jeremy 
round four provided an only one goal in the opening Christie started the season as 
intriguing new angle to the rounds, was unavailable fora _a short-term replacement for 
debate over official just a solitary round. broken leg victim Naoki 
Hyundai A-League squad The rules around short- Imaya, was then dropped 
is term contracts stipulate that when Imaya retumed to train- 
Much has already been temporary players can be ing, before being recalled 
made of the restriction placed recruited as cover for those when John Adshead leamed 
on clubs by Football injury victims expected to of the seriousness of Danny 
Federation Australia's insis- miss at least four weeks of — Hay's groin problem, 
tence on rigidly sticking to action. Clearly Beltrame's International duty two 
the 20-man playing rosters absence did not fall into this seems a good enough reason 
agreed at the competition's category but with Adelaide for the FFA to allow loan 
start, ‘not wanting to risk taking just players to deputise. In round 
Butafter handing Beltrame one goalkeeper into last two, former Parramatta 
a one-match suspension for weekend's match with Central Power striker John 
needlessly barging Perth's Coast, they had no other Buonavoglia travelled with 
Scott Miller, the FFA con- option. the Sydney squad to face New 
firmed that Adelaide would Therefore Crossley was Zealand when coach Pieme 
stillnot be allowed to bringin officially recruited as cover  Littbarski had Dwight Yorke 
areplacement keeper as cover for injured striker Michael and Sasho Petrovski missing 
for promoted reserye Robert Matricciani with Matricciani with their national sides. With 
Bajic. pushed onto the long-term round seven clashing with 
‘The only way coach John injury list. He will be unable FIFA matchdays, he looks set 
Kosmina would be able to to play while Crossley to do the same although some 
bend the mules was by taking remains on the roster. critics have suggested stretch- 
advantage of the A-League Clearly the rules were put _ ing the use of short-term con- 
tuling around signing players in place to allow like-for-like tracts to this degree makes 
‘on short-term contracts - replacements in the event of somewhat of amockery of the 
exactly what he did by agree- an injury breakout but clubs ruling. Yet despite this damn- 
ing terms with 18-year-old are now abusing the spirit of ing evidence, can you blame 
Nick Crossley. the legislation for their own the clubs for trying? From its 
The former Young —_gain. Some are even running —_ inception, many coaches were 


critical of the squad limit 


they would rather bring in a 
healthy deputy than’ risk a 
semi-fit fulltimer. But they 
also acknowledge that shad- 
ow players lack the match fit- 
ness of their colleagues. Back 
in May, Queensland Roar 
coach Miron Bleiberg fore- 
saw the approaching issue 
and offered a potential 
workaround for the FEA to 
ponder for next season. 

“One possible solution is to 
allow the clubs to have a cou- 
ple of part-time players,” 
Bleiberg said then. 

"There are a number of 
good players who did not 
quite make the cut for the A- 
League, but with additional 
training in the right environ- 
ment they could certainly 
bridge the gap between the 
State Leagues and the A- 
League. That would at least 
provide us with cover if we 
had a bad run of injuries. 

“Another alternative is to 
complement the current 
under-20 player quota with 
two under-18 players. This 
could operate similar to an 


cover under the sticks through Nick Crossley 


apprenticeship scheme and 
again, would not overburden 
the finances of the clubs, 

“If you combined the two 
ideas then we could have 24- 
‘man squads and only increase 
the salary cap by a small 


amount,” he added. 

Many will agree with 
Bleiberg's proposals as a 
method of giving greater 
transparency to squad sign; 
ings while not increasing 
club's financial commitments. 


Yet with the FFA unwavering 
‘on running with the 20-man 
limit for the remainder of the 
inaugural season, any further 
debate will need to be delayed 
until the season's end. 


Jets sign Monie RUS 


IN player of the 
year James Monie 
has been the latest 

player to join the high fly- 
ing Newcastle Jets. 

With the FFA's regulation 
of the maximum 20 player 
roster for all Hyundai A- 
League clubs, Monie's oppor- 
tunity has been created by the 
Tong term injury of Newcastle 
JETS defender Steve 
Eagleton who has been side- 
lined for 6 to 8 weeks. 

‘Monie who took part in the 
midweek trial against the 
JETS last week, impressed 
JETS Manager Richard 
Money with his penetrating 
runs and by getting on the 
scoresheet with a clever goal 
for a composite team selected 
from South Cardiff and 
Broadmeadows Magic. 

The 23-year-old Monie 
progressed through the junior 
ranks of former NSL eatity 
Northem Spirit but later 
transferred to Adelaide for P : yore 
short stint with Adelaide City  __——_— SEES _ - 
in the old National James Monie: Newcastle's new striker who has 
Competition. signed a short term deal with the club 

Season 2005 for Monie Of The Year 2005. would happen at the end of 
‘began at Manly United in the "Winning the NBN State this season with all of the 
NSW Premier League but he League Award is great way to Hyundai A-league clubs hav- 
later transferred to Weston finish off the season but Iam ing filled their respective 
Workers Bears to play inthe yery excited about the _ playing rosters, I am thankful 
local NBN State League. prospects of getting another to the Newcastle Jets and the 

Having missed the first opportunity of possibly play- coaching staff for showing 
five games of the season ing at the highest level in some faith in my ability," 
Monie still managed to be Australia," Monie said. Monie said. 
crowned as the NBN Player "J didn’t think anything 


grabs chance 


ustralian _coach 
Leon Gardikiotis 
is become head 


coach of Greek Second 
Division side Panachaiki. 

Originally brought to the 
club as an assistant, 
Gardikiotis was appointed as 
the club’s number one after 
out-going Australian Ken 
Warden parted company with 
the side. 

Warden took charge for a 
couple of weeks before leav- 
ing the Greek club, 

Tn the space of a month, the 
Greek side has already gone 
through two coaches. 

Owned by South 
Australian businessman the 
wealthy Con Makris, the club 
is expected to go for promo- 
tion into the Greek First 
Division next year. 

The vocal fans at 
Panachaiki have put forward 
their desire in seeing their 
beloved club hit the high- 
lights of the Greek league 
once more. 

Gardikiotis bas seen this as 
an ideal opportunity in kick 
starting his coaching career 
onan international stage after 
his final job as manager of 
Canberra Cosmos didn’t go to 


plan. 
‘The Cosmos folded prior 
to the season starting, pushing 
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back his time in coaching a 
National League club. 

Gardikiotis was also 
involved as the national team 
coach of Tahiti and had a 
short-stint as Whittlesea 
Stallions manager in 2004. 

‘Alongside Leon, three 
other Australians are curent- 
ly signed at the Patra-based 
club. 

Peter Zorbas, Adriano 
Pellegrino and . Aaron 
Westervelt have all been 
snapped up by Panachaiki. 


There could be a fourth 
Australian added on the 
books as former Sydney 
United midfielder Anthony 
Doumanis goes through the 
trial process hoping to land a 
professional contract. 

“I’m here to get a contract 
and hopefully T do enough to 
impress the coaching staff 
here at Panachaiki”, stated 
‘Doumanis. 

The second division in 
Greece kicked off last week- 
end. 


Greek side 
Panachaiki's new 
manager, Aussie Leon 


133 Pine 


Dy Ws bags ts Ruudly Spousoned = Queensland F Roar F.C. 
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Pine Rivers realise Finals dream 


By Glenn Davis 


ine Rivers search for 
an elusive Brisbane 


premier league 
grand final ended with a 
gutsy extra time win over 
reigning champions Palm 


Beach at Richlands 
Stadium on Saturday 
night, 

After two successive 


grand final defeats to 
Queensland Lions, Pine 
Rivers’ grand final dream 
came tre at their third 
attempt when striker Koji 
Kanagawa scored a brilliant 
diving header in extra time 
to break the nil-all deadlock. 

‘The Japanese sharpshoot- 
er flung himself at a perfect- 
ly timed cross from Seb 
‘Thatchell on the right flank. 

The goal was just reward 
for Kanagawa who looked 
destined to play in a superi- 
or competition until his 
career was almost derailed 
two years ago when he 
broke a leg. 

"He was the league's 
leading goal, scorer in 2003 
when he broke his leg mid 
season," said Pine Rivers’ 
player-coach Clayton Koch. 

"He went though a torrid 
time trying to get back to his 
best, He came back last year 
but was never right and then 
went back home. 

"Since he came back to us 
this year he’s been brilliant 
all season.” 

Kanagawa could easily 
have wrapped up the match 
for Pine Rivers in the first 


half but a loose shot hit the 
inside of the upright across 
the goal face. before being 
cleared. 

Koch, 35, started off the 
bench only came on in the 
final 25 minutes including 
extra time and his national 
league experience proved 
invaluable. 

"It was very hard work, 
‘The first half hour was all 
Palm Beach but the longer 
the match went on the more 
they ran out of ideas," Koch 
said, 

"It was a gutsy perfor- 
mance but we've been in the 
last three grand finals and 
were due to win one.” 

While Kanagawa won 
man of the match honours, it 
was Pine Rivers’ keeper 
‘Troy Reed who kept his side 
in the match with a faultless 
display in the opening peri- 
od. 


"Koji got the man of the 
match but in my eyes I 
thought Troy Reed was 
superb," Koch said, 

"Palm Beach was well on 
top possession wise in the 
first half and Troy pulled off 
some superb saves." 

Palm Beach were aiming 
to emulate Queensland 
Lions in the Grand Final 
after taking out the premier- 
ship, Premier League Cup 
and club championships in 
the top three grades. 

They looked to be well on 
target in the first half but 
couldn’t find the back of the 
net 

Palm Beach coach Karl 


Herdle was left to me a 
game that got away from the 
champions. 

"I's a cruel game," 
Herdle said. 

"We dominated all game 
but couldn't find the net5. 
We hit the bar and post and 
should have been up three of 
four goals by half time. 

"Even Clayton (Koch) 
said later they were very 


lucky.” 
Palm Beach striker 
Daniel Fung had the best of 


his sides’ chances in front of 
an open goal but struck his 
attempt too hard which 
sailed over the crossbar 
instead of placing his shot. 

"If Daniel had scored 
things might have been dif- 
ferent and Russell Miner 
also hit the upright." 

Herdle praised Pine 
Rivers’ for their hard work 
throughout the season. 

"They're a very good side. 
which works hard all the 
time. Overall I thought we 
should have won but it was 
not to be. 

"Credit must go to Pine 
Rivers. They defended 
well.” 

Palm Beach lost its play- 
maker and most experienced 
player before kickoff when 
Brad Ditton was ruled out 
with a stress fracture of the 
foot during the week. 

His absence was greatly 
missed in midfield although 
Palm Beach’s reshuffled 
midfield worked tirelessly 
and controlled proceedings. 


Sydney Uni 
Soccer 


Bleiherg 
wants more 


ueensland Roar 
coach Miron 
Bleiberg says he'll 
tinker with his team’s 
style of game to try and 
get them back to winning 


WOMEN’S ‘SUPER LEAGUE 
AND GIRL’S YOUTH LEAGUE 
COACHES WANTED 


2006 sEASON 


Several coaching opportunities exist for qualified coaches 
who wish to be part of this exciting and ambitious club 
and we invite applications / expressions of interest. 


and they can be a little more 
telaxed. 

"At home they seemed 
overwhelmed by the occa~ 
sion." 


‘ways after Friday night's 
demolition by Sydney FC. 
"There is no point if we 


Positions: 


* Grade 21's Coach 


* Senior Coach — Womens 


* Grade 12's, 14’s and 16’s Coaches 


Applications and Enquiries To: 


Tun, run, run and play lots 
of attack and get lots of 
praise but not win games,” 
Bleiberg told the Courier 
Mail. 

"We have to slow down 
and get back to basics and 
not try to show everyone 
we are the best in the world. 

"We have to move away 
from the youthful style we 
have been playing until we 
gets some points on the 
board. When we do that we 
can go back to our usual 
entertaining football. 

"In Adelaide we did play 
very well. In Perth, too, 
they played well and I was 
happy afier that match even 
though we lost. 

"But playing Sydney at 
home they were very flat. It 
was the worst game we 
have played so far. 

"Most of the players do 
seem to play better away 
where there is less pressure 


BANKSTOWN 
SUMMER SOCCER 


A sensational Summer of Soccer is coming to the Crest Soccer Fields in the 
Bankstown area in October. 


Sanctioned by the Bankstown District Amateur Football 
Association (BDAFA), the competition will be open to all teams 
from U/és through to Senior Mens and Ladies divisions, along 
with Mixed competitions. 


A great way to STAY in stipe and prepare perfectly for next 
‘Season’s Winter competitions. 


For more information call 
Sal Gasparo 
Peter Kalamvokis 


0412 522 285 


WOLLONGONG NE 


(02) 9790 1588 


Picton Rangers Vuko Tomasevic 


son highlight takes place on 


By Otte Sunny Osea WIN San ARCONTE 1 .| 2006 Premier 
—a fun day of local football in action M 
Premier League - saw the exit with plenty of entertainment, come STALLIONS AA Youth League 
of league champion Dandaloo along and enjoy, 
losing to neighbours Dapto ina Corporate Boxes are available for (Boys Grade 13 to 18) 
penalty shoot-out. the individual club sponsors, please 
Dapto at one stage were two- book with the TFA office phone | |} “fade 1 AN ele on 
nil up but allowed their oppo- 42856929. ‘Sunday 16th October 2005 Sar 
nent to equalise in the final Attention Youth Development ~ 
minutes. Luck was on Dapto’s local Junior Soccer Clubs are being Grade 14 Monday 10th October 2005 7.30pm 
side to win the penalty shoot- offered funding from around $2000 — Thursday 13th October 2005 7.30pm 
out and they now meet you may ask from where? the answer Sunday 16th October 2005 10.30am 
Tarrawanna in the next round is TELSTRA has come to the help of 7 RURGeT aINOettber 200 ras 
fora spot in the Grand Final. Junior clubs following and initiative Grade ry 
Inthe other semi-final, Picfon from Football Federation Australia eee as uotebe 2008 "Som 
Rangers defeated Cringila CBO John O’Neil. al 
Lions 4-2 in a superb perfor- This provides an opportunity for the Teena Benner Orisber 2005 ie 
mance, two goals from David. struggling Juniors. Tused ase 1ith October 2005 pi 
Reid and further goals from The (lawarra Junior Soccer Saturday 15th October 2005 10.30am 
Darren Carney an Vuko Association have details available to 
Tomasevic. brought success proceed with the application- don’t Grade 18 Sunday Sth October 2005 12 noon 
while Cringila scored twice miss out, go ahead now and contact the Tuesday 11th October 2005 7.30pm 
through Nick Polimenakos. office. Saturday 15th October 2005 12 noon 
‘The fans of both leagues Women Soccer --- The Grand Final is te 
known this weekend if their results from Elizabeth Park Bellambi All trials to be held at Marconi Training fields 2 & 3 
favoured club has made it to saw in Division 1 Uni Hippos defeat For further information please contact Mr. Neville Orlando 
pley a part in the annual Grand Woonona Sharkettes 3-0 and in 
Final — Premier League’s sea- . Division 2 Woonona Whites beat 0419 212 182 


Russell Vale 1-0. 


Players trialling are requested to bring along their playing 


boots and shin pads. 


“ 
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Fozzy & Scheinflug want 
youth shake-up 


SBS commentator Craig Foster and for- 
mer Socceroos coach Les Scheinflug have 
asked the FFA to consider their plans of 
shaking up its national youth set-up after 
the young U17 Jocys exit from the World 
Championships in Peru last week. 

Foster called for input from the world’s 
leading youth nations of Brazil, France 
and Argentina in peppering up our devel- 
‘opment programs. 

"Appoint a technical director of proven 
pedigree from a football culture which we 
aspire to. In my view this covers Brazil, 
Argentina, Netherlands and France", 
Foster stated on his weekly column. 

Both were on SBS’ ‘The World Game’ 
last Sunday and spoke about the demise 
that has been Australian youth football in 
the last several years. 

It’s been a long time between drinks that 
an Australian youth side has achieved 
anything on a world stage and a revamp 
has been asked to take place by 
Scheinflug, 

The German coach believes John 
Boultbee, Ron Smith and Ange 
Postecoglou should all go and that the 
“outdated English mentality" be removed 
from ‘the current development programs 
being run across Australia. 

He also believes that the nation has gone 
backwards in improving as a footballing 
nation and has also stated that no super 
talent has been produced in the past sever- 
al years. 

Foster ended by. saying thet the basis of a 
good future Socceroos side comes from a 
good solid batch from its youth players 
and believes at the moment, not much has 
been seen as potential senior players. 
Australian youth coach Postecoglou still 
‘has a contract to honour which will see 
him guide the Joeys and Young Socceroos 
sides in the tricky Asian Confederation 
starting early next year. 


Hiddink’s Jamaican test 


Pull out the raga music and get those 
dreadlocks ready as the Socceroos final 
test before the ‘big one’ against Uruguay, 
‘Chile or Colombia takes place on the 9th 
of October when Jamaica face Guus 
Hiddink’s men in London. 

‘The Dutch master has so far been satisfied 
with his team’s performance however was 
left rather angry in the last match as the 
Roos played miserably in their 2-1 victo- 
ry over the Solomons. 

Hiddink will have a full range of players 
to select from but with the absence of one, 
Harry Kewell, who is fighting to be fit for 
club side Liverpool. 

Guns did state that Kewell’s appearance 
will play a pivotal role in Australia’s 
chances of qualifying for the World Cup 
next year. 

‘The match will be shown live on SBS so 
fans it will be a good chance and test to 
see if our boys are ready for the South 
‘American challenge. 


FFA'S Wake Up Call 


Thope now the FFA would have realized 
the cause for concer on extending the 
players roster for next season after this 
year’s 20-man squad has been all over the 
shop. 

‘Almost every A-League side have ven- 
tured into the transfer market and have 
signed short-term contracts with players 
in place of injuries, suspensions and play- 
ets involved in international duties. 
Adelaide United signed Nick Crossley, 
the Jets have Allan Picken, James Monie 
and Ben Kennedy, Sydney FC had John 
Buonavoglia and Joe Schirripa, the Roar 
had Spase Dilevski before receiving a 
full-time contract and finally the Glory 
snapped up Damian Mori. 

It appears as though the Central Coast 
Mariners will also be dwelling into the 
market after putting assistant coach Ian 
Ferguson into the mix in their match 
against Adelaide last weekend, 

‘Come on guys, it was said before the sea~ 
son started, 20 players in a squad was sim- 
ply not enough. 

Just an example of what clubs are doing 
overseas, English champions Chelsea 
have 35 players registered in their squad, 


FIFA FAIR PLAY WEEK 


Football Federation Australia and the 
Hyundai A-League clubs showed their support 
for FIFA World Fair Play Day during Round 
Five of the competition. 

FIFA held its ninth 
World Fair Play Day 
over the week of 19to 
25 September and 
Hyundai A-League 
clubs showed their 
commitment to fair 
play. 

“Fair Play is 
essential to every 
sport and to everyone 
involved in it," 
declared FFA CEO 
Mr. John O'Neill. 


A-LEAGUE CLUBS EMBRACE 


"We need to cherish and nurture the val- 
ues of sporting spirit. We are delighted to be 
involved in honouring FIFA's World Fair Play 
Day." 


eee to Craig Foster’s article 


addressed after reading Craig Foster’s article on 
‘Australian football development and coaching 
which was posted on the SBS’ ‘The World Game’ titled 
“Revolution not Evolution". 
Its has come as the spotlight shines on the Australian devel- 
‘opment scheme and whether or not the current coaching 
department has done its part in producing players and putting 
Australian on the world youth map. 
"As Chairman of FFA I feel compelled to place on record a 
response to the article posted here by Craig Foster last week. 
His article made a number of sweeping generalisations and 
failed to take into account the many reforms underway tinder 
the new management of FFA led by John O'Neill. 
Craig suggested Australian football development and coach- 
ing needs fundamental change and called for the appointment 
of a technical director to ‘develop a long-term football vision 
for Australia’ in this.area. 
aan are motherhood statements and uninformed ones at 


Pitter ean Cg Foner sac 


Fon ‘example, his flippant suggestion that the administrations 
in Victoria and NSW be disbanded highlights just how little 
he appreciates the complexity of what FFA has been working 
at for 18 months to implement the Crawford recommenda- 
tions. 

Although Craig is a former Socceroo, and acted as head of the 
Players Association for six months, this does not qualify him 
as a credible commentator on the business of football, coach- 
ing development or administration. 

‘The fact is the FFA is moving ahead on many fronts to repair 


Fr HY 


nowt 


Ar LEAGUE ' 


FFA Chairman Frank Lowy 


decades of neglect and mismanagement, including technical 
and coaching development, talent identification and junior 
programs. 

Craig's call for "revolution" rather than "evolution" grossly 
oversimplifies what is a very complex, long-term task. 

The last thing Australian football needs right now is a revolu- 
tion. Revolutions create chaos and leave behind a lot of 
wreckage, 

We need careful planning, realistic programs that can be fund- 
ed and goodwill from the football community and this will 
continue to be the FFA’s focus as we methodically work 
through the issues. 

It’s OK for armchair generals to put forward their views. FFA 
has no problem with criticism and will remain open to con- 
structive and practical suggestions. 

But the views should be informed ones and Craig Foster 
would benefit from taking the time to acquaint himself with 
the facts, not just quoting them as facts. 

He and SBS could then give credit where it is due to John 
O'Neill and his team at FFA who are working hard for the 
game and they certainly deserve a lot of credit for what they 
have achieved in the past 18 months. 

Te would also ensure that any future criticisms or suggestions 
are factual and well-informed. 

Then SBS and its joumalists could be regarded by the football 


-community as a reliable and credible source of information 


about the game." 
FRANK LOWY 


Roar fans love 
Dwight 


‘Queensland Roar officials cranked up the State 
of Origin rivalry with Sydney FC, there was no mis- 
taking who the record crowd came out to see on Friday 


night. 

Sydney striker and captain for the evening Dwight Yorke did- 
nt reach the visitors dressing room at Suncorp stadium until 
35 minutes after the final whistle as he happily signed auto- 
graphs for scores of fans - young and old alike. 

"Tm happy to doit," said Yorke as he made sure everyone who 
wanted his signature received it. 

Even once he was in the changerooms, officials held bim up 
from getting changed with armfuls of thunder sticks to sign. 
"No problem, I'l do it now," replied Yorke, who without any 
protection from the referee had been kicked from pillar to post 
by the Roar players. 


8 AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 27, 2005 


a far cry ftom what we have that’s for 
sure, 


Corica shuts his critics 


From being labeled as, ‘bad boy’ one 
week after his send off against the Jets, 
Sydney FC’s influential midfielder Steve 
Corica hit his straps with a magnificent 
two-goal haul against the attacking Roar 
side last week. 

Corica’s two goals were enough to see 
Sydney release the pressure that the Roar 
pumped up prior to the match after they 
were labeled as mere pretenders for the 
title. 

A3-1 away victory in the Sunshine Coast 
‘was enough to squash these remarks made 
by Queensland coach Miron Bleiberg. 


Victory at last 


Tt may have taken five rounds to register 
their first win of the A-League season but 
the Melbourne Victory showed that they 
too are a side not to be messed with after 
a professional display in front of their 
very vocal crowd at Olympic Park on 
Sunday. 

Archie Thompson’s looping header from 
quality Kristian Sarkies cross was 
enough for the Blues to claim their firs: 
victory of the season. 

Against a red-hot Jets, Melbourne's win 
came at a crucial time as Emie Merrick’s 
boys were seen as constant threats in past 
rounds but couldn't finish off their oppo- 
nents. 


Sarkies praise 


How good must it feel for 18-year-old 
Melbourne Victory midfielder Kristian 
Sarkies to be cheered on by a strong home 
cowd upon taking set-pieces and free- 
kicks for his side, 

Known as one of this country’s best dead 
ball specialists, Sarkies has gained the 
attention of the very committed Victory 
faithful and is only matches away from 
registering his first goal. 


Adelaide wants Samba 


John Kosmina was one lucky man to have 
tagged down former NSL and ABSW 
Player of the Year Fernando Rech for this 
season’s A-League year. 

Although not involved in the squad 
against the Mariners on Sunday, Rech 
stressed his delight upon getting the call 
from the Reds. 

"I'm: happy to be in Adelaide and will do 
my best to help United be a successful 
team, it is great to be back with Coach 
John Kosmina as I spent a few years 
together at the Brisbane Strikers" 

Rech arrived in Adelaide on Friday morn- 
ing after a dreaded 40-hour trip which 
credit to him signed his contract on the 
dotted line in front of a packed media con- 
ference in the city of churches. 

Its going to be Rech’s samba magic and 
Qu Shengquing’s oriental expertise which 
will make Adelaide United one of the 
most unpredictable sides in this year’s 
competition. 

Rech could open his goal scoring account 
in New Zealand this weekend, 


Adelaide United’s new number 
10 — Fernando Rech 


Glory came out of a first-half 

‘onslaught unscathed to steal a 1-0 

yietory over the New Zealand 

Knights in Auckland for their second 
win of the A-League competition. 

‘An improved second-half in. slippery 

conditions at North Harbour Stadium on a 
‘Thursday night (a first in A-League foot- 
ball) saw the visitors create more opportu- 
nities in attack to give the luckless Knights 
a second loss at home by converting one of 
them. 
The goal came in the 68th minute after a 
Succession of comers and a Job into the 
goalmouth which ricocheted among Glory 
players until defender and skipper Jamie 
Harwell drilled the ball home over the 
goalkeepers head. 

"To get a goal at that stage of the game 
was pretty important. It just happened to 
fall to me," Harnwell said after the game, 

The New Zealand side had dominated 
much of the first half but could not find the 
back of the net. 

‘The Knights attacked relentlessly for 

several minutes midway through the half 
with at least three shots on goal in as maay 
minutes. 
The visitors started poorly and were 
lucky not to trail at half-time after a daz- 
zling opening half performance from the 
Knights, who relentlessly peppered the goal 
with shots from around the box. 

Knights’ left wing Zenon Caravella was 
inspirational, feeding his strikers all night 
with deft crosses, which baffled the Glory 
defence. 

Caravella has really been a shining star 
in the Knights attack since his move from 
Sydney to the Kiwi club. 

Knights’ shooters Joshua Rose and Sean 
Deyine were unable to find the back of the 
net, both kicking wayward on several occa- 
sions. 

Rose’s first opportunity came in the 12th 
minute when his strike sailed over the 
posts, the chance coming from a perfectly 
timed cross by midfielder and birthday boy 
Ben Collett. 

Glory goalkeeper Jason Petrovic saved 
the first and only the crossbar prevented a 
Knights follow-up attempt from going in. 

Striker Sean Devine missed two more 
opportunities soon after on the damp pitch. 

Perth also missed a chance late in the 


half when midfielder Naum Sekulovski 
broke clear of the Knights defenders but 
couldn't get past goalkeeper Glen Moss in a 
‘one-on-one encounter, 

It was Moss’ first A-League match after 
Danny Milosevic failed to make the match 
due to injury. 

The Glory’s opening spell was quiet and 
limited in scoring chances, 

Big Brian Deane came agonisingly close 
to scoring his first ever A-League goal in 
the 21st minute, but his header scraped just 
wide of the goalpost. 
~The Knights didn’t enjoy the same dom- 
inance in the second half and the Glory sig- 
naled their intentions early when ace 
marksman Bobby Despotovski’s flat punt 
slowly rolled wide of a vacant goal. 

Perth lifted the tempo and soon began to 
trade more shots as both sides desperately 
vied for a goal. 

Substitute Noah Hickey did his best to 
find the equalizer in the 82nd minute but 
another crucial save by Petkovic was 
enough to give the Glory the victory. 

Glory coach Steve McMahon said his 
team had been fortunate to come away with 
@ win in Auckland. 

"It was a hard-fought one-nil and you'll 
take that any day of the week away from 
home,” McMahon said. 

"Things weren't going (the Knights’) 
way and you have to capitalise on that 
which I think we did very, very well." 

Knights coach John Adshead said it had 
been a frustrating week for the team with 
three key players out of the side and a dis- 
appointing result tonight. 

"We probably dominated for 70 minutes 
‘out of 90 tonight,” Adshead said. 

He said the team's performance was a 
Yast improvement from their 40 loss to 
‘Newcastle in the last round. 

"These lads have done terrifically well 


tonight. 

“We got hammered last week so the step 
up we've made after what we went through 
is massive.” 

Unfortunately the loss has put his side at 
the foot of the table, a place the Englishman 
hopes to move off next week. 

“I'm just disappointed for the players. 
"The way we played, the shape we 
played, everything we asked them to do 
they did, and there was just no rewurd at the 
: Ts] 


Glory sink luckless Kni 


end of the day. 

Meanwhile Knights skipper Neil 
Emblen was left frustrated at the Knights 
lack of finishing. 

“We just needed a goal in the first half. 

“T think that would have settled every- 
body down. The formation we were playing 
was working. It was frustrating them. It just 
needed one of thase chances to go in,” he 
said, 

The Knights should hold their heads 
high after they were dealt with a trio of 
injury blows to stars Milosevic, Siman Yeo 
and skipper Danny Hay. 

A positive sign for the Glory was the 
‘appearance of new signing and former star 
Damian Mori. 

‘The NSL’s leading marksman came on 
in the 63rd minute and showed glimpses of 
‘how lethal he could be for the Glory side. 

Finally, this game made history yet again 
afier it was announced that it was officially 
the longest ever domestic trek for a club in 


Knights defenders John Tambouras (left) and Ronnie Bull (right) all vie for a plece of Glory’s new short-term 


signing, Damlan Mori (centre) 


Lively Knights midfielder Zenon Caravella (right) 
shlelds the ball away from Perth’s Simon Colosimo 


Corica stars in deserv 


win in Queensland 


Pretenders tag shrugged off after emphatic Sydney di: 


® Queensland Roar 
Sydney FC 


ydney FC midfielder Steve Corica 
scored two magnificent goals in a 
completely dominant display that 
sent Sydney FC to a stirring 3-1 victory 
over a cocky Queensland Roar in front 
of 23, 142 fans at Suncorp Stadium. 

Corica retumed to the starting line up 
after a one match suspension and was the 
catalyst behind Sydney FC’s retum to 
form, 

Corica opened the scoring in the 5th 
minute with a delicate chip over 
Queensland goalkeeper Tom Willis after a 
slick ball from stand-in skipper Dwight 
Yorke and a defensive mistake from 
Hyuk-Su Seo put him in behind the 
defence, 

He then continued to pull the strings in 
midfield before scoring what could be 
another contender for “goal of the season” 
to put Sydney FC back in front in the 67th 
minute after Queensland had earlier equal- 
ized through a Jacob Timpano own goal. 

Fellow midfielder Terry McFlynn then 
put the issue beyond doubt with another 
world class strike in the 72nd minute, 

‘McFlynn picked up the scraps 25m 
from goal, beat a defender and with Willis 
ever-so-slightly off his line, the Northem 
Ireland youth international chipped the 
ball into the top comer. 

It was due reward for McFlynn as he 
has been close to Sydney’s best player all 
season. 

Willis was spotted off his line numerous 
times throughout the match and was 
shown no mercy when the Northem 
Irishman plucked home his delightful 
dink. 

Sydney FC Coach Pierre Littbarski 
made three swewping changes to the team 


that Went down last weekend against the 
Central Coast Mariners with Sasho 
Petrovski and Corica replacing David 
Zarilic and Matthew Bingley while Young 
Soceetoo Timpano made his starting A~ 
League debut in place of injured captain 
“Mark Rudan. 

Corica wasted little time signaling his 
retum following a week off due to suspen- 
sion when he scored a delightful goal in 
the 5th minute, his first in the Hyundai A- 
League. 

Sydney FC continued to press hard with 
MeFlynn, David Camey and Ufuk Talay 
all having shots on goal inside the opening 
10 minutes. 

Queensland made sweeping changes to 
its side and they took some time to settle 
into the match with midfielder and newly 
signed two-year deal Spase Dilevski the 
only productive outlet early as Alex 
Brosque and Jonathan Richter were 
strangely left on the bench. 

Roar coach Miron Bleiberg admitted 
the error of his ways in the 37th minute 
when he injected in-form Jonathan Richter 
into the match for Royce Brownlie but 
persisted with the 3-5-2 formation he 
‘switched to for the match, 

Richter did spark some much needed 
firepower and spirit to the home side but 
they couldn’t fire the back of the net. 

‘The match did live up to its pre-game 
hype with both sides throwing everything 
info an entertaining and hectic opening 45 
minutes with Queensland’s Michael Baird 
and Sydney FC’s MoFlynn both entered 
into referee Matthew Breeze’s notebook. 

Tempers also flared midway through 
the half with rival skippers Dwight Yorke 
and Chad Gibson engaging in a push and 
shove and then a heated exchange after the 
star striker was grounded in a feisty chal- 
kenge. 

Queensland came out firing in the sec- 
ond half and equalized through a Timpano 
‘own goal in the 50th minute as the home 


Le 
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Sydney FC players surround Terry McFlynn after his classy second goal strike agair 


team were buoyed by the support of a mas- 
sive Suncorp crowd. 

Sydney keeper Clint Bolton could only 
look on as the 19-year-old wedged a mis- 
judged clearance into the back of his own 
net from a comer off a Warren Moon cross 
which found Josh McCloughan at the back 
of the goal with his header deflected by 
Timpano. 

To be fair to Timpano it was the only 
blight on what was a tremendous starting 
debut in the A-League for the former 
Wollongong junior. 

But Sydney FC steadied and Corica’s 
second goal was an absolute belter. 

‘A Sydney FC comer was cleared to 
Corica and he hit a sweet 20m volley that 
‘was still rising wher it flew into the back 
of the net. 

Corica stated after the match that he had 
scored a better goal similar to this from 
35m with Walsall against West Brom a 
couple of years ago. 

At that stage the tempo lifted and the 
momentum swung. 

Five minutes later the match was over 
when McFlynn scored » wonderful goal 
when he chipped Willis from 25m to send 
all three points back to Sydney. 

Svdnev FC then showed further 


"T think our problem was that we want- 
ed it too much," Miron Bleiberg said after- 
wards, 

"We were extremely flat in the first-half 
- that was our worse performance ever." 

It was a sweet victory for Littharski’s 
men who copped a lot of tounge and cheek 
comments from Bleiberg leading up to this 
match after being labelled as merely pre- 
tenders for the A-League title. 

McFlynn’s goal celebration best 
summed up the victory after the fiery mid- 
fielder put his finger in front of his mouth 
after silencing them with a deadly match 
winner. 

‘The German coach was equally vocal at 
the heroics of his keeper, Bolton, who 
shone out as one of the club’s savior’s as 
he kept the Roar at bay. 


-League Roundes 


Mariners delight: Andre 
Gumprecht (right) celebrates with 
goalscorer Adam Kwasnik 


By Dion Rinaldo 


jhe Adelaide United Reds remain 
T= after sharing the spoils with 

the Central Coast Mariners at 
Hindmarsh stadium in both a wet and 
absorbing affair on Sunday night. 

Ceatral Coast scored the opening goal in 
the 19th minute with replacement striker 
Adam  Kwasnik converting Jon 
‘Hutchinsons comer. Fifteen minutes later 
defender “Michael Valkanis equalised after 
getting on the end of the retuming Richie 
Alagich’s cross. 

An important game as far as the table 
was concerned, the Mariners were wishing 
to follow up their excellent performance 
against Sydney last week and would've 


- 


found themselves equal top had they picked 
up 3 points. Adelaide, on the other hand 
were hoping to keep their unbeaten run and 
maybe extend their lead at the top of the 
ladder after their fantastic away win at 
Perth. 

‘Adelaide were forced to give reserve 
goalkeeper Robert Bajic his first start, 
Daniel Beltrame serving his suspension. 
They also welcomed back right-back 
Richie Alagich; his one match ban served. 
The Central Coast were now without both 
their star strikers, leading scorer Stewart 
Petrie missing out through a **** injury. 
Socceroo defender also Michael Beuchamp 
also missed out through *### 

Itrained all day on Sunday but just eased 
up in time for a passionate 7,013 support- 

ers, light drizzle falling in the second half. 
Before the game United paraded John 
Kosmina’s new signing Femando Rech, 
much to the delight of the home fans who 
were in full voice throughout the night. 

‘The game settled down quickly with the 
“Mariners edging out the Reds in terms of 
possession, Tom Pondeljak testing out 
Bajic early, hitting a shot straight at him 
from 25 yards, 

Pondeljak was lively early on, while 
Adelaide failed to get into the final third 
until the 12th minute, when Aloisi’s switch 
was crossed in well by Dodd but found 
nobody arriving. 

Shortly after, United keeper Bajic spilled 
another Pondeljak long-shot, but did well 
dealing with the follow up cross from 
O’sullivan. The resulting counter-attack for 
Adelaide found Dodd one-on-one with 
John Crawley, the side-footed volley going 
over the top. 

However, Central Coast were doing 
more of the attacking and this culminated 
with Adam Kwasnik’s headed goal from 
Jon Hutchinson’s well taken comer, Shortly 
before the equaliser both teams missed 

» Opportunities through Adam Kwasnik and 
for the Reds, Carl Veart’s diving header 
failing to do justice to Travis Dodd’s cross. 

United’s goal came in the 34th minute 


Mariners defender Alex Wilkinson attempts to tackle Adelaide's 
Broken Hill born attacker Chad Bugeja (right) 


Central Coast striker Adam Kwasnik (left) is met by Adelaide defender Aaron Goulding at a rain swept 
Hindmarsh Stadium 


due to the hard work from Michael 
‘Yalkanis. After an initial cross Valkanis did 
well to win and hold the ball up, finding 
Richie Alagich. Alagich’s slip actually 
helped him find space for the cross, 
Valkanis had worked his way back into the 
box to freely head home the cross from 
point blank range. The gate fan club voic- 
ing their approval behind the goal. 

‘The last controversial act of the first half 
came when Veart forced home crumbs from 
Matthew Kemp's free kick, the linesman 
put up his flag and the goal was disallowed 
to the dismay of the United players. 

In the second half John Kosmina 
replaced an out of sought Adam Van dom- 
melle for Louis Brain. Brain coming on to 
have a very busy and effective half in the 
midst of some scrappy play from both 
teams. 

Apart from Alagich’s well saved shot at 
Crawley’s near post, both teams had to rely 
on set pieces going forward. Costanzo once 
again asserting his dominance at defensive 
midfield. 

Central Coast poked and prodded with 
Andre Gumprecht getting involved but not 
teally influencing the game. Both defences 
‘were now dominating until the introduction 
of last weeks match winner Shengqing Qu. 
He got involved straight away but failed to 
convert a couple of half-chances, 

‘There were some end-to-end exchanges 
as Gumprecht should've finished off a good 
Mariners move, his header straight to the 
keeper. An equally good chance to Qu in 
the 71st minute from Brain’s pinpoint cross. 
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® Adelaide Utd 


f C.C. Mariners 


also couldn’t find the mark, 

With just over ten minutes remaining 
Mariners coach Lawrie McKinna made a 
couple of changes which included the intro- 
duction of Leo Carle and Russell 
Woodroofe. 

‘As the game was petering out there were 
some good chances for a very late winner. 
Brain and Qu linking up again for a similar 
result, Qu’s header saved brilliantly by 
John Crawley low down. 

Injury time provided one last chance for 
the Mariners. Many thought the ball had 
trickled in, but substitute Woodroofe’s 
header bounced the wrong side of the post. 

The Reds were unlucky not to come 
away with full points, with the crowd at 
Hindmarsh Stadium witnessing one of the 
best games for a while. 

‘Next week Adelaide travel to Auckland, 
in another tough match for Kosmina’s boys. 


By Alan Clark 


porting a new haircut, an Archie 
Thompson goal was enough to give 
Melbourne Victory its first win of 
the A-League season ima tight encounter 
against Newcastle Jets at Olympic Park 
on Sunday evening. 

‘The game was in balance until the last, 
with Victory having the better of the sec- 
ond-half after Jets had shaded the first. 

Melbourme Victory coach Emie Merrick 
said he was delighted with the way his side 
‘went about its task. “All around it was a 
really good performance against Newcastle 
(Which) played well also. We settled first 
and we just went from strength to strength.” 

Jets’ Football Manager Richard Money 
was also upbeat, despite the loss. “It was a 
top game between two really good teams. 
T’m never happy to lose, but I’m quite 
happy with the performance,” he said. 

Archie Thompson's goal came just 


_._ Who's Hot: 

Kristian Sarkies, the young Victory 
midfielder, continues to impress and 
Jooks entirely at home in the team's 


In de for a goa! from his set-pieces 
‘Teal Soon, areal crowd pleaser 


-_ 


ae 


12 


beste: : : asked 
Newcastle defender Mateo Corbo 
(left) crunches a hapless Andy 
Viahos to the floor 
before the mid-point of the second-half 
from a Kristian Sarkies free-kick, 

Paul Kohler had committed the foul 
against Thompson in his attempt to chase 
the fleet-footed Thompson who had been 
making good ground down Victory’s right, 
Sarkies swung in a ball to the front edge of 
the six yard box. 

Thompson was first to meet it and guide 
it low to Jets’ goalkeeper Liam Reddy's 
left, but Andy Vlahos was also in a good 
position with the Jets defenders having lost 
both men. 

“We were talking before the match.that 
we needed to capitalise on our set plays” 
said Thompson. “We just went out there 
really hungry.” 

‘Thompson had a chance to make it two 
deep into added time when he took advan- 
tage of Jets’ need to push up, running from 
the half onto a clever through-ball from 
Michael Ferrante which set him up to face 
only Reddy with a chasing Jets defence in 
pursuit. 

Reddy pulled off a great save, one of a 
‘number he was called upon to make during 
the match, to tum the ball around which 
would otherwise have sped into to the net 
by his left post, 

‘The first half had been an arm-wrestle 
between two evenly-matched sides in a 
high-energy and passionate affair. Despite 


the half ending scoreless, there was plenty 
for the fan to enjoy. 

“Because Newcastle attacked us, we 
could attack them,” said Merrick explain- 
ing the open nature of the game. 

Ante Milicic had the ball in the back of 
Eugene Galekovic’s net just six minutes in 
after running on to a long clearance from 
Reddy. Milicic’s first touch tumed the ball 
under Galekovic, but the instant he’d 
touched the ball the far-side assistant refer- 
ee’s flag went up as Milicic had started his 
run from an offside position. 

‘The new offside law requires an assistant 
to still his arm until the touch is made, 
meaning it was several seconds before 
Miilicic and the healthy Olympic Park atten- 
dance had spotted that it had been disal- 
lowed. 

“['m looking forward to seeing it (on a 
teplay),” said Money when asked to pro- 
vide his assessment of the decision. “At 
this moment, I can’t believe it’s offside, but 
itis because he’s put his flag up.” 

It was an early tuming point, according 
to Money. “That makes a big big differ- 
ence,” he said. “(Melbourne has) come into 
the game needing three points, and if Ante 
scores and makes it 1-0 then suddenly it’s a 
different ball-game.” 

Just minutes later Daniel Allsopp created 
the first of a series of chances when he took 
a through-ball in his stride and set locse a 
shot which hit an arm of the Jets defender 
and rebounded. Allsopp was first to the 
loose ball and his squared ball was to 
‘Vlahos who was quickly closed down by an 
alert Jade North. 

Archie Thompson, Vlahos, and Allsopp 
‘were posing problems for the Jets’ defence 
as Victory piled on the pressure. 

But the Jets too showed it could prove 
dangerous in the counter-attack, 

Labinot Haliti skipped by a missed tack- 
Ie by Geoffrey Claeys just before the half’s 
mid-point after Kevin Muscat had been 
slow out in the attempt at springing an off- 
side trap. 

Haliti's shot went across Galekovic but 
just wide of the far post. 

Reddy came to Jets’ rescue on the half- 
hour with a sharp save low at the post after 
"Vlahos had crossed into space filled by the 
ghosting ran of Michael Ferrante. 

The second half balance tippeé in 
Victory’s favour, but even after 
‘Thompson's goal, the win was never in the 
ag until the final whistle. 

Reddy was compelled to make some 
Iast-line stops including from a late Sarkies 
free-kick and the last-gasp save from 
Thompson. 


Matthew Thompson required Galekovic 


to be on his toes with a fine save just before 
Victory took the lead, and ten minutes from. 
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Jets 


keeper Liam Reddy fists the ball as Victory midfielder Steve 


Pantelidis (left) trles to push the ball In with Jade North (right) looking on 


time a sustained period of pressure required 
another scrambled saye from Milicic: in 
combination with Nick Carle. 

From the resultant comer, Carle found 
Milicic who finessed a back-heel which 
wrong-footed the Victory defence as it fell 
for Haliti, but Haliti put over from close- 


range. 


An intriguing side battle was the one 
waged by Carle and Muscat who often 
found themselves opposing each other. 
Neither gave way despite some bone-jar- 
“ring encounters, and often the two would 
acknowledge the quality of their opponent 
as the ball moved away. 


Start s- 
WEWCASTLE JETS ...........0 


) CC Mariners US Melbourne Victory G 


Friday 30th September 


This fixture \ 


side and the Melbourn 
for the first t 


ase the strain caused by fi 
lay-off 


bourne we rd for its first 


nd it will be inter- 
a roll on. with the ble 
experience at th 


eit t 
in midfi 


Thompson up f 


Newcastle Jets us QLD Roar 


Saturday 1st October 

The Game: This match features two quality sides 
who are fighting to stay within touching distance of 
the top of the ladder, Both sides possess creativity in 
abundance, and the result may be decided by the 
player or combination of players that is most effec- 
tive going forward. 

Player to Watch: Newcasile duo Ned Zelic and 
Ante Milicic will see this contest as another oppor- 
tunity to prove a point. The former is aiming’ for a 
return to the Socceroos fold, and will need to be on 
his guard against the speedy Alex Brosque, while 
the latter is pushing his claims to be top scorer this 
season, and will need to find the net against 


Goalscorers 


4— Bobby Despotovski (Perth Glory) 

3 —Dwight Yorke (Sydney FC) 

2 - Ante Milicic (Jets), Stewart Petrie (CC 
Mariners), Noel Spencer (CC Mariners), 
Michael Baird (QLD Roar), Archie 
Thompson (Melb Victory), Steve Corica 
(Sydney FC) 

1—T McFlynn (Sydney FC), J Hamwell 
(Perth Glory), M Valkanis (Ade United), L 
Brain (Ade United), W Moon (QLD Roar), 8 
Yeo (NZKnights), S Devine (NZ Knights), R 
Jolnson (Jets), J Rose (NZ Knights), M 
Rudan (Sydney FC), M Bingley (Sydney 
FC), R Middleby (Sydney FC), R Kitzbichler 
(Melb Victory), K Muscat (Melb Victory), A 
Caceres (Perth Glory), C Veart (Ade Utd), A 


Brosque (QLD Roar), R Aloisi (Ade Utd), 

QuShengquing (Ade Utd), A Packer (Sydney 

FC), A Gumprecht (CC Mariners), D & ; 

Allsopp (Melb Victory), L Haliti (Jets), N —_ 

Carle (Jets), S Musialik (Jets), M Thompson | Dwight Yorke lays down the law to 

(lets) Roar defender Chad Gibson after a 
tussle between the palr 


Queensland. 

X-Factor: The respective defences may hold the 
key. Queensland will have learnt a valuable lesson 
last week against Sydney FC, and will need to put in 
an improved performance. Meanwhile, a possible 
showdown between the temperamental Mateo 
Corbo and the talented Brosque at the other end is 
looming. ; 

Outcome: Queensland Roar are good enough to 
secure a draw against the Jets, whose promising 
form of late ended at the hands of Melbourne 
Victory last weekend. 

Score: 1-1- PD. 


Round 6 


Saturday 1st October 

The Game: The match of the round sees a rejuve- 
nated Sydney travel to Perth for a clash against the in- 
form Glory. 

Perth scrambled to a 1-0 away victory to the Knights 
last week and will be buoyed by the three points which 
also saw the retum of leading striker Damian Mori to 
the fold Sydney were a different class all together after 
they completely outclassed the Roar in Queensland on 
Friday Steve Corica was on fire while Clint Bolton and 
the hard-working presence of Terry McFlynn stood out 
for the Sydney side. 

Player to Watch: We've given him praise before but 
we will do it again, Northern Irishman McFlynn has 
been by far Sydney’s Mr Consistency this season. 

His ability to break up an opponents play and his 


2nd Octob 


Cu rc 


Unit 
outfit La 


Australi 
Player to Watch: 


Perth Glory US Sydney FC 


fearless marking has seen McFlynn rise to the top of the | 
pops for Sydney.Also scored a terrific goal any striker | 
‘would have been proud of against the Roar. 

X-Factor: Once upan a time it used to be a treacher- | 
‘ous trek for any team to visit Western Australia in front 
of their very vocal fans. 

Its been subdued somewhat since the start of the sea~ 
son so the Glory will need to keep the wins coming in 
enticing the fans back to Members Equity. 

‘The Outcome: If Sydney puts a performance such as | 
the one they pulled off in Queensland then it will be | 
hard for the Glory to handle. 

Perth’s attack will be spearheaded by the league’s top 
scorer Bobby Despotovski but will it be cnough to beat | 
Bolton and co? Sydney to continue its winning form. | 

Score: Sydney FC 3-1 | 


fan num 
ja starts him i 
ment on his bebi 
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The Outcom 
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the constant improvin 

uld always be an upse 

Still. hard to go against the 
Adelaide who should pick up the 
road. 

Score: Adelaide Unite 


| BAsagne Ladder 


*Friday September 30th 
CC Mariners vs Melbourne 
Victory 1.AdelaideUnited 
*Saturday October Ist 2.CentralCoastMariners 
Newcastle Jets ys QLD Roar aiNeweasile Jets 
*Saturday October Ist 
Perth Glory vs Sydney FC 4.Sydney FC 
*Sunday October 2nd Se TEM El) 
NZ Knights vs Adelaide Utd 6.Melboure Victory 


7.Queensland Roar 


8.New Zealand Knights 


D FA Pts 

2052 

2166 
74 


66 
65 
5 6 


P 
5 
5 
5 
5 108 
5 
5 
5 
5 3 10 
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* PLAYER RATINGS x 


NZ Knights 
Glen Moss 6 
Darren Bazeley 6 
Ronnie Bull 6 
John Tambouras 7 
Neil Emblen 6 

Ben Collett 6 
Sean Devine 6 
Zenon Caravella 7 
Josh Maguire 6 
Joshua Rose 5 
Xiaobin Zhang 7 
Subs 

Noah Hickey 6 
Naoki Imaya 6 


Queensland Roar 
Tom Willis 5 

Karl Dodd 7 

Remo Buess 7 

Chad Gibson 7 

Josh McCloughan 7 
Massimo Murdocca 7 
Michael Baird 7 
Royce Brownlie 6 
Hyuk-Su Seo 7 
Warren Moon 6 
Spase Dilevski 6 
Subs 

Reece Tollenaere 5 
dJonti Richter 8 

Alex Brosque 7 


Perth Glory 
Jason Petkovic 6 
Simon Colosimo 7 
Jamie Harnwell 7 
Scott Miller 7 
Bobby Despotovski 7 
Hiro Ishida 6 
Ante Kovacevic 7 
Jamie Coyne 7 
Billy Celeski 7 
Brian Deane 7 
Naum Sekulovski 7 
Subs 
Nick Ward 7 
Damian Mori 7 


Sydney FC 

Clint Bolton 8 

lain Fyfe 6 
-Alvin Ceccoli 7 
Ufuk Talay 7 

Steve Corica 9 
‘Sasho Petrovskl 6 
David Carney 7 
Andrew Packer 7 
Terry McFlynn 8 
Jacob Timpano 7 
Dwight Yorke 7 
Subs 

David Zdrilic 5 
Robbie Middleby 5 
Matthew Bingley 5 


Melbourne Victory 
Eugene Galekovic 6 
Kevin Muscat 7 
Adrian Leijer 6 
Geoffrey Claeys 6 
Simon Story 6 
Michael Ferrante 7 
Steve Pantelidis 6 
Kristian Sarkies 7 
Andy Vlahos 8 
Daniel Allsopp 6 
Archie Thompson 7 
Subs 


Richard Kitzbichler 5 
Ricky Diaco 5 


Adelaide Utd 
Robert Bajic 7 
Richie Alagich 6 
Aaron Goulding 7 
Kristian Rees 7 
Michael Valkanis 8 
Adam Van dommelle 5 
Angelo Costanzo 8 
Ross Aloisi 8 
Carl Veart 7 
Matthew Kemp 6 
Travis Dodd 7 
Subs 
Shengging Qu 7 
Louis Brain 8 


Newcastle Jets 
Liam Reddy 7 

Jade North 7 

Ned Zelic 7 

Allan Picken 7 

Mateo Corbo 6 
Matthew Thompson 6 
Richard Johnson 6 
Paul Kohler 5 

Nick Carle 7 

Ante Milicic 6 
Labinot Haliti 6 

Subs 

Stuart Musialik 6 


CC Mariners 
John Crawley 7 
Wayne O'Sullivan 7 
Andrew Clark 8 
Alex Wilkinson 7 
Dean Heffernen 7 
Andre Gumprecht 7 
Noel Spencer 7 
John Hutchinson 7 
Tom Pondeljak 8 
Damien Brown 7 
Adam Kwasnik 8 
Subs 
Leo Carle 6 
Russell Woodruffe 6 


PLAYER OF THE WEEK 


Steve Corica (Sydney FC) 


A terrific display all round for Sydney FC’s former Socceroo mid- 
fielder Steve Corica put him as ABSW’s Player of the Week for Round 


5 


‘Many believed that Corica was not playing his best football prior to 
his sending off against the Jets two weeks ago but all this was put 
aside after a five-star showing at Suncorp Stadium. 

Not only did he score two magnificent goals, but his box to box 
Tuns and his off the ball runs made him a constant danger for the Roar. 

He was back to his best in front of his local state but all things are 
poised for an even better game in Perth this week. 

Has Corica finally found his step in the A-League? 

After the Queensland match, you'd like to think so. 

Credit to him though for putting away his send-off memory behind 
him with a brilliant display of football, 


Adelaide United skipper delighted with Reds progress 


By Mark Stavoulakis 


delaide United skipper 
Ross Aloisi has really 
turned it in for this 
year’s A-League season. 

‘The 32-year-old attacking mid- 
fielder has been one of the Reds, 
stand-out players in what has been 
‘a great start to the season by the 
lads from South Australia. 

Not many people expected 
John Kosmina’s men to be leading 
the pack after six rounds but alas 
they’ve proved many critics 
wrong. 

What's been their secret in 
grabbing that pole spot? 

Aloisi explained to ABSW that 
it’s been a lot of hard work and 
dedication. 

"Look there’s no secret behind 
us doing well; it’s just been a lot 
of hard work and the fact that we 
have a team full of hard-working 
players who have done their bits 
in playing consistently. 

"We have no superstars as 
everyone is on level par with each 
other, There’s a lot of team work 
involved, every player is friends 
ff the pitch also which is good to 
have ina side." 

That winning attitude has been 
exemplified in many of 
Adelaide's recent matches, one 
main issue has been claiming six 
points in two matches with ten- 
men, but Ross believes it’s all 
thanks to their coach. 
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"We play the way our coach 
used to play and that was always. 
giving 100%. One other factor is 
that we are proud to have 95% of 
our squad hail from South 
Australia, so we're all doing it for 
the state too.” 

With their great start to the 
year, the only down side to an oth- 
erwise flawless display by 
Adelaide has been the lack of 
crowds. 

The - five-time — Socceroo 
believes that things will get better 
as rounds progress. 

"The crowds haven't been what 
we expected so far. It hasn’t 
helped that in the games we've 
played at home, the Royal Show 
was on here in Adelaide and the 
week after was the big AFL match 
between Port Adelaide and the 
Crows. 

"Now that they are behind us 
we are hoping for a much better 
gate. 

"In all fairness we have done 
the job so far, we've won a few 
matches and in that we should 
have gotten more of a crowd but 
here’s hoping for a better run 
soon. 

"Its good to know though that, 
we have at least 8,000 hardcore 
fans who have come to our home 
games so far so we can build on 
that." 

Speaking of their home ground, 
Hindmarsh has been one hard sta- 
dium for rival A-League clubs in 


plucking points in recent weeks. 

The humble midfielder has 
thought otherwise. 

"To tell you the truth I believe 
the opposite. I think each time a 
club comes here to this only pur- 
pose built stadium they lift. 

"For example, last year we had 
sides like Sydney United who 
used to generate a couple of thou- 
sand to their home matches come 
to our home and completely lift in 
front of our fans, 

“Everybody seems to lift when 
they play here, I guess it’s a bit of 
a different story now where clubs 
are averaging a good crowd but 
still, ‘I can’t tell you that 
Hindmarsh has been a ‘cauldron’ 
for us yet." S 

One tactic that United have 
been subject to a lot of criticism, 
lately has been that of their so 
called ‘rough play’. 

Melbourne, Queensland and 
Perth have publicly stated- that 
Adelaide have used dirty tactics in 
winning their matches. 

"People can say what they 
want, we're a side that battles and 
gives it our al, if that means lift- 
ing up @ gear and giving 200% 
then so be it. 

"We really don’t take notice of 
that actually, we just play the way 
“Kossie’ wants us to play and that 
is that." 

It is a man’s game after all so 
Adelaide’s tactics are nothing 
compared to the toughness of 


such clubs across the world. 

Both the English and Scottish 
leagues come to mind as one of 
the roughest in the world, maybe 
critics should take a look at them, 
before judging the Adelaide boys. 

On a personal note, Ross” per- 
formances have been very 
promising of late as the skipper 
has hardly stepped a foot wrong. 

He’s beaming runs in midfield, 
ferocious shots and having hit the 
back of the net a couple of times 
have seen him rise as one of the 
players of the competition so far. 

"It’s early days yet I think I’ve 
been playing OK, I’m happy that 
T’ve managed to score a few goals 
but I know I could have scored a 
lot more. 

"At the end of the day it’s not 
Ross Aloisi’s team but its 
Adelaide United and if my perfor- 
mances are helping the club out 
then Iam doing my job correctly.” 

One intimidating factor that has 
only strengthened the Adelaide 
squad is the recent signing of 
Brazilian midfielder Fernando 
Rech. 

‘The samba man’s presence 
alongside the likes of Chinese 
international Qu Shengquing and 
Carl Veart has opened up new 
partnership alliances up front. 

"To be honest I haven't seen 
much'of Fernando yet but I know 
he’s a quality player as I saw him: 
twice in the old NSL. 

"I've heard he’s a fantastic 


player and I really hope he does 
well at the club. 

“I think if he works hard he will 
fit just fine in our squad." 
~ Finally, Ross’ younger brother 
John, was recently in town with 
the Socceroos qualifying matches 
against the Solomons, 

Unfortunately both siblings 
didn’t catch up personally, but 
Ross did speak to him over the 
phone, 

"Due to the Socceroos commit- 
ments and mine it was hard catch- 
ing up with him on a personal 
level but my parents got to which 
was good. 


"I spoke to him during his stay 
here and it was good that he had 
the chance to watch me play on 
TLV. against the Queensland Roar. 

“He's quite happy in’ Spain at 
the moment, he’s really lising it 
there at Alaves but I know in a 
few years time he will be back 
home. 

"One thing that I’ve bea quite 
shocked about really was the fact 
that he has kept in touch with 
most of our home games at 
Adelaide. He listens to them over 
the net on Life FM which beams 
‘our home games live so well done 
to him for doing that." 


Captain Ross Alois! has worked wonders with the high fly- 
ing Adelalde United side 


LIF TOUT 
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SOCCER NSW 


PRIZE AND FREE LUNCH ON OFFER AT EXPO 


‘occer NSW invites alll clubs to attend 

our Product and Services Expo to be 

held between 10am and 2pm on 
Saturday. 5th November at Valentine 
Sports Park, 

The Expo will give clubs an excellent 
‘opportunity to view all the latest team appar- 
el, coaching tips and even snack on a FREE 
BBQ lunch. 


"CHECK OUT SOCCER 
NSW AND WIN!" 

‘Your association will have the opportuni- 
ty to win four box tickets to a Sydney. FC 
home game, including four Sydney FC jer- 
seys, The association which has the most 
club delegates visiting the Expo will take 
home this fantastic prize. 


SOCCER WEARHOUSE 
SHOWCASE 

Apparel suppliers will be showcasing 
their latest gear, including uniforms, balls 
and training gear. Come and view the latest 
stock and make your teams stand out from 
the rest in 2006. 

Training sessions from Coerver Coaching 
and Futsal will be on display, as well as 
information stands. 

Soccer NSW is dedicated to assisting 
clubs with the provision of team uniforms 
and equipment at the Ic-vest possible price. 

For further information on the Expo, 
please contact Tim Gledhill on 8814 4400. 


GIVE CANCER THE 
RED CARD 

‘The ASRF is calling on the Soccer NSW 
family to give cancer a red card, by attending 
the 2005 Hyundai/Pc er Credit Union Give 
a Red Card to Cancer Gala Dinner. 

Every year one in four children is affected 
by cancer, leukaemia or serious illness. The 
Gala Dinner is hoping to raise over $100,000 
to help fund further cancer research activi- 
ties. 

‘The dinner will be held on Friday, October 
14 at Le Montage Function Centre and 


The world renowned Coerver 


tickets are $130 pp and include a three course 
meal and beer, wine and soft drink. For tick- 
‘ts or information regarding corporate tables, 
contact Brian Seymour on 0411 542.430. 

‘Well-known Australian comedian Vince 
‘Sorrenti will be MC on the night, while atten- 
dees will have the chance to mingle with for- 
mer NRL referee Bill Harrigan, SBS Sport’s 
Les Mamay and a host of other sportspeople, 
‘past and present. 

‘There will be some great prizes up for 
grabs, and one lucky winner will score a 
brand new Hyundai Getz, valued at over 
$16,500. 

“Cancer causes a lot of pain and suffering 
for victims and their families. The ASRF is 
asking for everyone to send cancer off by 
giving it a réd card,” said ASRF President 
Robert Colombo. 

“We need the support of all the communi- 
ty in belping raise much needed funds for 
cancer research”, 

Part of the funds raised on the night will 
also be used to develop the future of 
Australia’s football refereeing talent, includ~ 
ing the referees exchange program to Italy in 
2006. 


BLANCO TO 
COACH SENIOR 
EAGLES 


By Greg Stock 


guessing games at Melita Stadium are 

over, with Parramatta Eagks announcing 
that former national coach and current club 
technical director Raul Blanco, will coach 
the club's senior teams in 2006. 

‘After holding talks with several highly- 
‘qualified coaches, the Eagles board decided 
to hand over the reins of the entire technical 
‘setup to the former Socceroo coach. Blanco 
defeated a red-hot field which was rumoured 
to include the likes of John Calleja and Paul 
Carter, to secure a return to the coaches 


system. Just one Initiative on 
display at the Soccer NSW Expo. 
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*As part of Raulls renewed contract, we 
have added to his job description the stew- 
ardship of the club's senior squad," a pleased 
Eagles! president ‘Tony Azzopardi 
announced. 


"Raul has provided the technical direction 

for the club's successful academy in co-oper- 
ation with our overseas partners with great 
results, It is therefore natural that he also 
‘oversees our senior teams, and maintains a 
consistency in the style of football the club 
will teach, and play. He is one of the most 
respected soccer minds in the country. As 
‘we head forward into, our relationship with 
Granville Association and other community 
partners, I couldn’ think of a better person to 
chandle on-field developments," added 
Azzopardi. 

It's a busy time for Parramatta FC, as they 
get ready to unveil the Football Parramatia 
project, a collaborative partnership with the 
local Granville association, a licensed club, 
‘and new major sponsors. The club has also 
been approached by a number of leading 
European clubs willing to discuss taking over 
the development partnership from 
Manchester United. 

"Due to new strategies that come with 
new owners, United are gone, but we have 
many European clubs now talking to us,” 
Azzopardi said. “They like what we are 
doing and where we are heading, so it 
shouldn't be too long before we can make an 
announcement on this front as well,” added 
‘Azzopardi. 

Blanco, the likeable Argentinean, was 
equally excited. "We are building for the 
future here at Parramatta,” Blanco said. 

“The young players coming through, plus 
the experienced lads, will give us a good 
mix, in a team that will continue to provide 
the exciting brand of football the club has 
been famous for. 

"Tam glad to be staying at Melita Stadium 
and I look forward to watching the exciting 
developments that the club is engineering,” 
Blanco added. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 
NEWS 


By Paul Goodwin 


PLA. Leichhardt Tigers are not letting 
Aw grass grow beneath their feet as they 
await the news of their fate in applying for 
membership of the revamped NSW Premier 
League competition in the summer. 

The Tigers are going to work hari on their 
‘ground to bring it into line with the criteria. 
Apart from work on the pitch, there are to be 
bucket seats replacing benches in the grand- 
stand and improvements to the members’ 
area, with media facilities to be installed 
among many other stadium improvements. 

On the playing front, coach Les De Celis 
is understandably cautious, with no firm 
decisions being made until the verdict is 
announced. 

De Celis said that it was unlikely that 


Norman Tome or Robert Younis would be 
back -as they are out of contract. He is 
delighted that Lawrence Drake is part of his 
plans for next season, with the former 
Brisbane Strikers” midfielder expected to be 
akey player in the Tigers” team, now that he 
is fully fit again, 

‘Talking of ground improvements, Manly 
United feels confident that their set up is one 
of the best around. The club expects to fill 
the stand again next summer, now that for- 
mer Blue Devils striker Robbie Cattanach 
has joined them. 

With Steve Berry retired and midfielder 
Stewart Van Bentum released, the Manly 
club intends to blood more local youngsters 
in the Premier League. 

Penrith Nepean United are still lying low, 
but do look like having an international in 
their ranks next season, once they get the 


green light to take part. 

The player has been a success in the past 
at both local and national Jevel. and has rep- 
resentative honours too. 

Marconi, now under the astute eye of 
Brian Brown, were awaiting the result of 
elections before going much further with 
their plans. The new coach feels he has a use~ 
ful squad at his disposal, with several players 
signing Jetter’s of intent to play once the club 
is accepted into the prestige competition. 

‘A couple of former Blacktown City play- 
cers from past seasons, who have been off the 
scene for a while but retain their fitness and 
hunger for the game, could well join the reg- 
ulars from last season such as Paul Cotte and } 
Luke Casserly. They will join keeper 
Andrew Crews in a Stallions squad that will 
get stonger over the next few weeks. 


ose 
COERVER SUMMER PROGRAM 2005 


Due to the demand for quallty coaching within the Sydney metropolitan area, 
COERVER Coaching Is now offering a Summer Program for interested 

The COERVER Summer Program 2005 will be staffed by a number of the ele head 
coaches and their assistants, these include, Paul Bentvelzen, Oceania Director and Oscar 
Gonzalez, Technical Director, The program will be conducted on Tuesday and Thursdays 


commencing October 11, 2005, 


The program is mad up of four modules: 


Module 4:1 x Game Day 
‘AGE GROUPS 


COERVER Coaching wil offer the first 16 players enrolled in the following age groups. 


'U8/9/10 to train from 5-6:30pm 
PLAYERS adidas GEAR 


U11/42/13 to train from 6:30-8pm_ 


Each player receives the following adidas gear 


+ COERVER adidas Soccer Ball 
+1 x playing sbip + sloppy joe 


To apply for the next COERVER® COACHING CAMP, please send your registration 


form, credit card detallslcheque/cashim 


joney order for $60.00 (includes GST) 


SOCCER NSW 
P.O. Box 6146 
BAULKHAM HILLS BUSINESS CENTRE 2153 


Player's Name: 


(Please print cleaty) 


Address: 


Post Code: 


Date of Birth: 
Mobile: 


a--2-fINSIDE.-- 


@ Soccer NSW News ....-. 2-2-0 eee eee ener ene 


@ Winter Super League Grade 20 Grand Final Report ...... 
@ Qantas National Youth Championships for Boys « 
@ Winter Super League Grand Final Wrap .. . 
@ NSW Premier Futsal League Launch . . 
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UNI WIN IN THE }))5.( OF TIME 


Super sub secures title for students 


University substitute 
Nick Kougious celebrates his 
winning goal 


By Paul Goodwin 


stoppage-time winner from substi- 
tute, Nick Kougious, allowed 
Super League Grade 20 Premiers 
Sydney University, to complete the double 
for the in the Grand Final at 
Fairfax Community Stadium against 
‘Dulwich Hill last Sunday. 

Having been beaten in the Major Semi- 
Final by the same side, ‘the students’ were in 
‘no mood for any repeat of that languid per- 
formance. 

‘The first half was keenly contested with 
Uni’s Anthony Costa, the busier of the two 
keepers, making a number of fine saves. 

Almost caught out by an under-hit back 
ass in the 12th minute, the tall glove-man 
managed to whip the bal off the bootlaces of 
marauding Dulwich Hill striker Juan 
‘Chavez, to spare his side’s blushes. 

‘The custodian was spared anguish when a 
ball came in from the left, in the 33rd minute, 


and he was faced with Daniel Toscano bear- 
ing down on him in the six yard box. 

But Toscano, perhaps over-anxious 10 
connect with the perfectly-placed pass, could 
only offer an ‘air swing’ at the ball and it 
skidded past the post to safety. 

Uni got going eventually, with big Adam 
Daley getting up well fora header in the 41st 
‘minute, which Dulwich keeper Paul Eljed 
saved superbly. Then Daley’s team mate, AJ 
Swansbraa hooked a good chance over the 
bar. 

A brilliant reflex save from Costa on the 
stroke of half time denied Dulwich again. 

Uni had much more say in the game once 
play resumed, against a Dulwich team much 
changed from the one which prevailed two 
weeks earlier over “the students’, 

Matt Demetriou had a chance to put Uni 
ahead in the Sst minute, but his close range 
effort was saved brilliantly by Eljed. 

Daley headed against the bar in the 53rd 
rinute for Sydney Genii tea 
to look a real threat. 


NATIONAL YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIPS FOR BOYS 


NSW METRO OFF TO STORMING START 


By Paul Goodwin 


fhe under 15 and under 16 NSW 

Metropolitan team’s each 

‘emerged with two wins after the 
first two days of the 2005 Qantas 
National Youth Championships for Boys 
tournament at Valentine Sports Park at 
Glenwood last weekend. 

‘The under 15s kicked off in the morning 
with NSW Metropolitan beating 
Queensland Country 2-0, both the goals 
coming in the first half. 

‘The Metropolitan boys coasted to 
victory, thanks to a 28th minute goal from 
Adrian Karakolevski and a 36th minute 
strike by Jesse Pinto. NSW Country 
enjoyed a sound 4-1 win over Tasmania, 
‘with Sam Gordon's third minute goal being 
the first of the tournament, 


Josh Swinton added a second in the 17th 
minute before Hayden Rogan made it3-0,a 
minute before the break. 

‘Swinton’s sweetly struck left-footed vol- 
ley, from the edge of the box, was the best 
goal of the day and it was followed in the 
‘55th minute by a nice strike from Tristan 
Ivanku. Tasmania picked up a consolation 
goal’ in the 70th minute from the penalty 
spot, 

Prt NSW, along with Queensland 
Metropolitan, were the other winners on the 
day in Pool A, while in Pool B Victoria 
Metropolitan and South Australia both 
enjoyed good wins, together with the previ- 
ously mentioned NSW metropolitan side. 

On Sunday, the NSW Metropolitan side 
managed a fine 3-1 win over the South 
‘Australia team, while the NSW Country 
side went down heavily, 3-0, to Capital 


$s 
QQ conpermons 


NSW 


NSw 
FUTSAL 


STARTING 
SOON 


‘ALL AGES, ALL LEVELS, PLAY FOR THE COMPETITION OR JUST FOR FUN. 
BOYS, GIRLS, MEN, LADIES OR MIXED TEAMS 
‘COMPETITIONS: LOCAL, STATE TITLES, PREMIER LEAGUE, NATIONAL TITLES, REP- 
RESENTATIVE TEAMS. 
IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS, IMPROVE YOUR FITNESS, AND HAVE LOTS OF FUN! 


BANKSTOWN 


MASCOT 

NORTHERN BEACHES: 
NORTH RYDE 

NORTH SYDNEY 


‘SHOALHAVEN 
STCLAR 
‘SUTHERLAND 
SYDNEY UNI 
TEMPE 
WINDSOR 
WOLLONGONG 


8814 4464 


utsal@soccernsw.com.au 


16 


Football, the ACT outfit. 

In the under 16s, NSW Metropolitan 
managed to win a tight contest with Capital 
Football on the Saturday, thanks to a nice 
header from Jason Naidovski in the 33rd 
minute, 

The Marconi junior did well to latch 
onto a cross from NSWIS player, Marko 
Jesic, and that goal proved enough at the 
finish. 

‘A member of the train-on squad for the 
Joeys, Naidovski was at it again the next 
day, this time capitalising on a mistake by 
the “ Queensland Country keeper. 
Naidovski’s 57th minute opportunist goal 
adding to that scored by Bankstown City 
Lions junior, Damian Petrovic, in the 47th. 

Petrovic headed the ball in from a good. 
comer, dispatched by Parramatta Eagles’ 
youngster, Chris Gomez. 

Those goals allowed the Metropolitan 
side to win 2-0, but this tournament is not 
{just about scoring, it is about player devel- 
opment. 

‘The NSW Metropolitan team was well 
served on both days by their outstanding 
NSWIS keeper, Andrew Redman. 
Attacking midfielder, Sean Mitchell, from 
Blacktown City Demons, showed up well 
as a substitute on the Saturday, fully earn- 
ing his starting spot the next day when he 
shone once more. 

Mitchell’s distribution eamed the plau- 
dits of his coach and manager and showed 
him to be a star of the future. Redman 
demonstrated excellent communication 
with his team, pulling off one stunning save 
when his defenders had already given up 
the chase, 

The NSW Country team were beaten 
21 by Victoria on the Saturday, ‘the Vics’ 
going ahead in the third minute, before 
Luke Papindrea equalised for NSW in the 
‘64th minute. 

“The Vics’ got the winner in the 75th 
minute, but NSW fared a little better the 
next day, getting a 1-1 draw against 
Tasmania. Simon Clements wiped out the 
islanders goal in the 10th minute with a 
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While Mohamed Mansaray had a boom- 
ing shot on the hour go just over the bar for 
Dulwich, a defender’s deflection almost 
enabled Uni to go ahead in the 62nd minute, 
With the woodwork intervening as the keep- 
et looked beaten. 

Uni threw on Kougious on the hour mark, 
and the striker soon began to cause problems 
for the Dulwich defence. 

Put through on the left in the 6Sth minute, 
itneeded a great block by the Dulwich keep- 
er to deny him a goal. 

Dulwich then enjoyed a good period of 
the game, with Joe Fichera seeing his shot 
cannon back offthe left hand post in the 76th 
minute, 

Sydney Uni took back control of the game 
in the last ten minutes, with Daley beading 


University 


over the bar, when well placed. It was in 
stoppage time that Kougious gave his side 
the honours, benefiting from some sound 
work on the left by Ed Noel and Demetriou. 

The ball sat up nicely 20 yards out from 
goal and Kougious picked his spot perfectly, 
squeezing 2 low drive just inside the left 
Pos beyond he rp of» epakig Rep: 


5 rdny Uni eld the edge for much ofthe 
game, but the woodwork came to the rescue 
of both teams and the two keepers also had 
their positive moments. 

Tn the end the greater cohesion of the 
Sydney Uni team and their command in the 
air may have given them the edge. 


Soccer NSW in conjunction with COERVER Coaching are seeking interested 
female players in the U13, U14 and UL5 age categories to take part in its “Trip of a 


Lifetime” promotion. 


The tour to England and Scotland will feature games against the best female 


youth teams the UK has to offer. 


This once in a lifetime opportunity is available to players bom in 1990, 1991 and 
1992, who would like to trial for a representative side to play competitive games and 


training sessions. 


‘The tour will be conducted from 16-28 January 2006. 
COERVER Coaching will select 16 players in each age group to tour in January 


2006. 


COsT 
+ $6000 per 


‘person 
+ Parents are welcome to travel with the team ($6000 per travelling parent) 


Please mail or fax the form below if interested in trialling for the tour. 


FAX: 02 8814 44 84 
PO Box 6146 Baulkham Hills BC 2153 


NSW WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 
GRAND FINAL 


BERRIES BREAK DROUGH 


Premier Bossy foiled by Fadi and super keeper 


Canterbury-Marrickville players 
hold aloft the NSW Winter Super 
League Trophy 


By Grea Stock 


anterbury-Marrickville broke 

‘one of the longest droughts in 
C state league football defeating 
F.C. Bossy Liverpool! 1-0 in the Winter 
Super League Grand Final at Fairfax 
Community Stadium last Sunday. 

A 90th minute header from Fadi 
‘Ghosson was enough to seal victory after 
French midfielder Freddy Umlil deliv- 
ered the perfect cross from way out on 
the right-hand touchline. Not since 1960 
have the Berries won a Grand-Final, with 
coach Laki Konistis ecstatic that his team 
have broken an extraordinary hocdoo. 

“Full credit to the boys, this was an 
absolutely sensational win,” Konistis 
said. “This team worked tirelessly for 
each other today and produced a strong 
performance to beat a class side.” 

Under the pump for the first half hour, 


six weeks and is a eyeing a return to 
‘the Premier League. 


Jong suffering Canterbury-Marrickville 
fans can thank goalkeeper Ivan Necevski 
for single-handedly keeping them in the 
contest. Under relentless pressure from 
Golden Boot winner Alex Asanovic and 
partner Robbie Gomez, the man-of-the- 
match produced four acrobatic saves as 
FC. Bossy Liverpool started the match in 
fourth gear and threatened to break the 


game open. 

With midfielder Ballamadou Conde on 
song, Asanovic and Gomez split the 
Berries defence at will, but were stopped 
by a six foot four inch 95 kilogram brick 
wall in the form of Necevski, who tumed 
away everything they could muster. 

“He was absolutely outstanding today 
and kept us in the match when we were 
struggling,” said Konistis, “He has had a 
sensational year for us and thoroughly 
deserved his man-of-the-match award.” 

Early in the second half the largely 
one-sided procession continued — 
Asanovic and Gomez cut through almost 
at will, The Berries defence did enough to 
scramble away chance after chance while 
Necevski threw 
himself about, 
denying 
Aleksander 
Canak with a 
deft touch that FF 
sent his shot 
onto the post and 
away to safety. 

‘An inspired 
substitution 
from Konistis 
saw the momen- 
tum of the match 
shift. almost 
immediately. 
Sensing his side 
needed that 
touch of class in 
the midfield, 
Konistis intro- 
duced the enig- 
matic Umlil in 
the 54th minute 
and the move 
paid almost 
immediate divi- 
dends. Umlil cut. 
through a sea of 
defenders and 
Taunched a shot 
from the edge of 
the box, only to 
watch Bossy 
goalkeeper 


C/BURY- 

(F Ghosson $0) 

F.C. BOSSY LIVERPOOL .......0 
‘Stadium. 


‘Trinity Allen push his shot to safety. 

But it took until the final minute of the 
match for the game to produce a winner. 
Ghosson, who had earlier butchered the 
Berries best chance of the day with a 
half-hearted shot when one-on-one with 
Allen late in the first-half, stepped up to 
put away the most important goal of his 
career. Released down the right hand 
touchline by a perfect long ball from 
Kelvin Foster, Umlil hit a perfect cross to 
Ghosson, who was waiting unmarked at 
the back post. His regulation header beat 
a diving Allen and nestled in the top left 
hand comer. 

Tt was the sort of goal practised a mil- 
lion times at training, but on this historic 
day it was good enough to break a 45 
year hoodoo and delivered the Berries 
their holy grail. 

“EC. Bossy Liverpool are a class side 
and they have been the benchmark team 
all season,” said Konistis. “We both had 
several chances, but in the end it was one 
‘goal that decided the issue. Our commis- 
erations to them — they are a grest side,” 


Bassy's Shane Webb (front) disputes possession with 
Canterbury's Josh Sama 


F.C. BOSSY LIVERPOOL: 1 Trinity Alon — 
ic, 3Damien Luksic, 


2Sasha 

5Mrza Sehic ©, 14.Damien Foxs ~ 4 Shane 
Web (15 Peter Apolevsié 82), 10. Balamadou 
Conde, 12:See0 Gosel{t-Anfory 


aii ca 
F.C. LIVERPOOL BOSSY 


Trinity Allen - 8 - Did well to defuse some pressure situations. 

Sasha - 7 - Another solid performance 

Damien Luksic - 7- Did well in containing the dangerous Josh Sama 
Shane Webb - 8 - Gave bis side some go forward before being stretchered off. 


Mirza Sehic - 4 - Outof his depth 


Alex Asanovic - 8 - Brilliant, but failed to convert a tonne of chances 
Ballamadou Conde - 7 - Terrific first half but faded badly 

Saso Boskovski - 6 - Worked hard but quite simply ran out of puff 
Damien Foxe - 7 - A commanding presence at the back 
Aleksander Canak - 6 - Wasteful in front of goal 

Robbie Gomez - 7 - Back to his inspiring best 

Anthony Adamo - 4 - Bombed a great chance ten minutes from time 
Peter Apolevski - 5 - Not on the field long enough to make an impression, 


CANTERBURY-MARRICKVILLE 


Ivan Necevski - 9 - Set up the win with a succession of first half saves 
Kelvin Foster - 8 - Set up the Berries goal with a brilliant long ball to Umlil. 
Adrian Molachino - 6 - Outpaced by the speedy Bossy forward line 
Paul Bourke - 8 - Ran himself into the ground with a tireless performance 
Dimitri Zakilas - 4 - A largely uninspiring performance 

Damon Collina - 9 - A class act, who did just about everything for his team 
Aheleas Kotsopoulos - 7 - Showed some real zip ‘n the second half 
-Fadi Ghosson - 7 - Bobbed up and put away the winner 

Ben Price - 5 - Given a bath by his opposite, Shane Webb 

Josh Sama - 7 - Did well, but wasted some golden chances in front of goal 
John Kyriazopoulos - 7 - Solid and combined well with Kotsopoulos down the 


left 


Freddy Umiil - 8 - Made an outstanding contribution when his side needed it most 
John Tsironis - 5 - Ran at some tired Bossy defenders with fresh legs 
David Gardiner - 5 - Made it onto the field justin time for the final whistle 


CHAMPS EY, 
PREMIER LEAGUE PLACE 


By Grog Stock 


t's been 45 long years since the 
champagne cork popped at the 
Marrickville Soccer 
Club — that year Austrian import Leo 
Baumgartner led the side to a historic 
5-2 win over the red-hot favourites 
Prague in the 1960 Championship 
decider at Henson Park. 

A then club record crowd of 17,852 
paid to watch one of the most remem- 
bered Grand Finals, as the Berries side 
containing the likes of Johnay Warren, 
Johnny Watkiss and Bary Salisbury 
knocked over the Ron Lord led Prague 
team. 

Fresh from breaking one of the 
longest footballing hoodoos in the state 
league, the Berries are pushing on with 
their next big plan - a spot in the New 
South Wales Premier League. The 
announcement of the teams in the new 
12 team league is still a few weeks away, 
but club spokesman Laki Konistis is 
confident his side has what it takes to 


again rub shoulders with the footballing 
elite. 

“If you analyse our position we do 
more than fulfil the criteria for inclu- 
sion,” Konistis said. “Aside from win- 
ning the Winter Super League 
championship, the club will post a 
record profit of at least $150,000 and we 
have made the strategic decision to relo- 
cate to the central west region to play our 
home games out of Homebush. Our 
youth league’ is being reorganised and 
we have the nuts and bolts- of a very 
‘competitive senior side — so on paper we 
‘are more than equal toa lot of these ‘pro- 
file’ clubs.” 

Konistis has also confirmed that talks 
are advanced with one of the Berries for- 
mer greats, who plans to retum to lead 
the club back from the footballing 
wilderness. Former Socceroo and 
National League championship winning 
coach Ron Corry is said to be close to 
finalising a deal to coach the club in 
2006. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — SEPTEMBER 27, 2005 7 


STARS TURN OUT T0 SUP 


xn Thursday, September 22, the 
stars of Australian football, past 
and present, turned out for the 
Taunch of the 2005-06 NSW Premier 
Futsal League season at Rydges, 
Parramatta. 
Australian National Futsal coach, Scott 
Gilligan, former National Soocer League 


club coach, Branko Culina and former NSL 
star and Bankstown City playericoach Peter 
‘Tsekenis, were among the 150 distinguished 
guests, 

Kicking off on October 8 and concluding 
in February, 15 Futsal teams will battle it 
out this season to be crowned state champi- 
on, In addition to the All-Age Men's and 


RT PREMIER FUTSAL LEAGUE LAUNCH 


Women’s divisions, the Fatsal season will 
feature an Under 19s competition and vari- 
us junior divisions for boys and girls. 

The following teams will contest 
2005-06 season: Dural Warriors, 
Campbelltown Quake, Wester Raiders, 
Parramatta Blues, West City YMCA, 
Sydney City Eagles, Kellyville 
Commodores, Northern ‘Tigers, Inner West 
Allstars, Sydney Magic PCYC, Indoor 
Central, Casa Do Benfict, Northem 
Beaches, Liverpool Fusion and Greater 
West Vikings, 

Soccer NSW Futsal wishes all teams the 
best of luck for the upcoming season. 


The 15 teams to contest the 2005-06 Premier Futsal League season. 


COERWER° OCEANIA LEWEL 1 INSTRUCTORS COURSE 


The COERVER Coaching Level 1 Instructors Course is an official 
accreditation recognised by the COERVER Coaching world wide. 
Accredited coaches can obtain employment with Soccer NSW working 
with players aged 5-14 years in both school holiday camps and/or 
Academy programs. There is an opportunity for employment throughout 
Oceania and overseas. 

Only accredited coaches can obtain employment within the COERVER 
Program at Soccer NSW. 


DATE: 19/20 November 2005 
TIME: 10.00am-4.00pm daily 
VENUE: Valentine Sports Park, Glenwood. NSW 


EQUIPMENT: Soccer Strip / towel / Joggers / wet weather gear / 


COERVER PRIMARY 
SCHOOLS CUP 


SOCCER NSW & COERVER COACHING would like to invite your school 
to compete in the first ever COERVER PRIMARY SCHOOLS CUP. 
In 2005, the COERVER Coaching division of SOCCER NSW will be conducting 


drink bottle / Personal items / pen & clipboard. 
Each candidate will need to provide their own lunch 


COST: $120 (Inc G 


COSTS INCLUDES: Level 1 manual, Certificate of completion, Diary 


/ Organiser 


2 primary schools 7-a-side soccer competition. 

‘This competition will be limited to 32 boys teams competing in groups of eight 
and will be held at Soccer NSW and Coerver Coaching headquarters, Valentine 
Park, Glenwood. 

Each team will play seven games of 15 minutes duration, as wel as finals for the 
winners of each pool to determine the overall winner of the COERVER PRIMARY 


SCHOOLS CUP. The divisions are as follows: 
LIMITED PLACES AVAILABLE - PLEASE BOOK EARLY 


U/0Boys = Monday TNovember 2005 Week 5 Term 4 


REGISTRATION FORM — COERVER® LEVEL 1 INSTRUCTOR COURSE NOV 05 
TO SECURE YOUR PLACE ON THE COERVER LEVEL 1 INSTRUCTOR COURSE, 


PLEASE SEND YOUR REGISTRATION FORM, CREDIT CARD DETAILS, CHEQUE / 
MONEY ORDER FOR $120 TO: 


U/12Boys Tuesday SNovember2005 Week 5 Term 4 


Each player who competes will receive the following, valued at $25: 


+ COERVER T-shirt. 
) Schools Development Show Bag. 
» Giveaways. 
> Winning team receives an adidas gift bag per player 
» All players attending will receive a 20% discount on all 
COERVER Camps in 2006. 


SOCCER NSW PO BOX 6146 BAULKHAM HILLS 
BUSINESS CENTRE NSW 2153 


Instructor's Name: 


Each school will receive the following, valued at $550: 

COFRVER Coaching resource kit, which includes Soccer resources and 
DVDICD ROM. 

One (1) free coaching session with high profile staff coach at their school 
‘Winning teams gain entry into tourmament next year for free, 


The closing dute for entries is the 21st October 2005 


For further information please contact 
Soccer NSW on 


8814 4436 or 8814 4434 


“The Official Soccer NSW Shop” 
soccernsw.com.au 
Valentine Sports Park 
235-257 Meurants Lane, Glenwood 


Ph: 8814 4438 WE STOCK THE CURRENT NIKE 
REPLICA HOME AND AWAY 
\ Are you a soccer player or coach who’s “SOCCEROOS JERSEYS” 
\ looking for Soccer gear at the right price? 
SZ We furtt if. se i “ 


THE SOCCER WEARHOUSE IS 
NOW AN OFFICIAL 
MERCHANDISE OUTLET FOR 
SYDNEY FC GEAR 


REKG2Z 


Fl 


AVAILABLE PRODUCTS: 

Soccer Balls, Shirts, Shorts, Socks, Shin-pads, 
Coaching Aids, Goalie Equipment, 
Coaching Books, Mini Portable training 
Goals and a lot more 


The Officlal Training Complex of 
“Sydney FC” 
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ABS 


_ A-League (°°) 
Roar's Tae-Yong Shin retire: 


weensland Roar’s language up to speed. “We have arrived at this we have not been able to see regarded by the players. We — we simply had to make sure in Spase Dilevsk 
Korean import, “Thereis also the possibil- situation by mutual agres- the best of his playing ability are delighted that he has that we kepthimattheclub,” manent basis, 
Tae-Yong Shin, has ity that he would not have ment and look forward 10 due to this injury, but Tae- accepted the coaching role,” Bleiberg said. ‘Australian Unde 
sucMimbed to an ankle adequately recovered from employing his undoubted Yong is experienced, has  Oudendyk added. Tae-Yong Shin will pre- penning a new 
injury and announced his the operation,” said skills in a coaching role at written a book on the art of Shin, who has represented sent a full statement through with the club. 
retirement as a player. Lawrence Oudendyk, CEO the club. the free-kick and is a former his country on 21 occasions, his agent when he arrives A versatile. di 
Shin, who turns 35 in of Queensland Roar. “It is disappointing that international who is highly had previously undergone — back in Australia on October midfielder, Dil 
October, has made the deci- surgery on the ankle in 1998, Ist. shown signs w 
sion to hang up his boots but through attrition the © The unexpected retire- once on the book 
after his specialist in Korea injury has since worsened ment means there is an open- Premer Lea 
told him that his troublesome: over time. ing for Queensland to bring Tottenham Hots 
ankle required surgery to ‘The Roar's Coach Miron = 
remove loose tissue and Bleiberg lamented the loss of 
clean up the ankle joint. player who he hoped would 
With a minimum recovery prove a match-winner for his 
period of 9-12 weeks, Shin side this term, 
felt that retirement from “Nobody should think that 
playing was the best decision ‘we won't miss Tae-Yong this Senior career: 1992-1999 Chunan Thwa 
for both himself and the season. In the game we drew “aq 


{South Korea), 2000-2004, 

team, as without the surgery in Adelaide and the one we 
he would not be able to reach lost in Perth, his ability to National league statistics: Chunan Thwi 
the fitness level required to deliver set pieces with pin- | 458 upps (48 vis), Seongnam Ithwa Chunm 
compete in the robust point accuracy could have (28 gis}. Representative honours: Korean sev 
Hyundai A-League. really helped us. 

Shin has been offered, and One of the main reasons ‘Career highlights: Korean league's Roo 
accepted, a coaching role at we recruited him-was for his | Year 1992 ... Korean league's Most Valua 
the club in which he will expertise in dead-ball situa- } twice. in 1995 and 2001 ... Korean league 
assist Miron Bleiberg_pri- tions 1996 (18 guals) ... six Korean C 


‘Born: South Korea. 


marily with skills coaching. “Because of the injury it 


‘The Korean will take English hasn't worked out the way for the Korean national team 
lessons five days a week to South Korean import Tae-Yong Shin shown signing his Roar contract ‘we hoped. However, with his 
bring his knowledge of the alongside coach Miron Blelberg ~ football brain and intellect : 


AFL legend 
Sheedy loves 
Sydney's Cove 


Mrdja set for [Che 
3-week lay-off | eu 


‘ewcastle Jets midfielder Nick Carle ha 
eS a door on a move to Europe. The fo: 
=a prized recrait of the winger has revived his career at Newci 


son under coach Richard Money has been in 
form, so much so, calls for him into the na 
have been heeded. 

"Tm happy in the A-League,” Carle told 2k 
Fever, "but if the right offer came along from Eu 
consider it, 

"T can't shut the door on anything." 

Carle spent a disastrous year in France with 
French Ligue 1 where a change of coach hinde 
midfielders progress into the senior side. 

Playing him out of position, af one stage a 
Carle decided to come back to Australia and pl 
Marconi Stallions during the pre-A-League seat 

Since his arrival at the Jets, the 23-year-old b; 
yentated his playing career and is going fror 
strength with high class performances for the N 


new season striker Nick 
Mrdja hasn’t had the best 
starts to his A-League 
career. 

After setting alight the 
Mariners during their Pre! 
season campaign scoring a 
handful of goals which 
{included three hat-tricks, the 
26-year-old has been recoy- 
ering from a knee injury. 

Mrdja sustained it early in 
the first half of the Pre-sea~ 

ssendon Aussie Rules coach Kevin Sheedy admits | son Cup Final against the 
he is yery impressed by the new A-League and the | Glory which has healed 
interest it has generated. slowly. 

‘An AFL legend, Sheedy was a guest speaker during the | So far, strikers Stewart 
round 4 clash between Sydney FC and Central Coast | Petrie and Adam Kwasnik 
Mariners and says he sees similarities between the A-League | have filled in Mrdja's role as 
and thc launch of the AFL. = the former Glory marksman 5 

"When I was involved in the VFL we would be getting | contimes to go through the Central Coast Mariners striker Nick Mrdja has been 
crowds of 15,000, but with the change to AFL and the | heavy rehabilitation process. isidelioed tor a farther ¢ Weeks 
marketing philosophy behind it we now get regular 50,000 | Ina bid to fill his void on _ At 19; Davidson is cur- could get more out of a local 
crowds. Ican see the same approach with the A-League," said | a short-term basis, the ‘ently a fully fledged based player rather than one 
Sheedy. Central Coast Mariners are Rangers reserve grader who fromoverseas. 

Sheedy was bowled over by the Cove at Aussie stadium | in talks with Glasgow Could use this possible stint Don't be surprised if a 
and spent time during the game taking photographs of Sydney | Rangers youngster Bob 5 Key match practice in local productis plucked fora 


The ‘Cove’ in all its glory 


FC's answer to the Kop. Davidson, cracking into the senior short-term stint at Gosford. 
Indeed, Sheedy was snap-happy taking photos of the game | After failing to Iure the Squad. ___ On the injured list also at 

and the fans as he admitted he was swept up in the atmos- | National League’s prolific _ Mariners coach Lawrie the Mariners is former U17 

phere generaied by Sydney's home crowd. all-time goalscorer in McKinnahasstressedthathe _Joeys defender Nigel 


‘The Essendon coach will be in charge of Australia's com- | Damian Mori to the club, 40es not wish to bring a Bogard who is still suffer- 
posite rules team for their series against Ireland later this year | Davidson has been seen asa Player that is not any better ing from galandular fever 


AF the alesite the nemventl and stinahaen dafandor 


defender Todd Gaya, has been 

recognised for his rise to Australian 
football's top table with an annual chal- 
Tenge trophy to now bear his name. 

As a curtain raiser before the Hyundai A- 
League clash that was set between 
Queensland Roar and Melbourne Victory, a 
Brisbane Mens Soccer invitational Under 19 
team took on the North Coast Suns Under 21 
side for the inaugural Todd Gava Challenge 
Trophy. Z 

“We felt it was important to recognise a 
player from a regional area who, prior to his 
inclusion in the Queensland Roar squad, was 
a stalwart of the Brisbane Premier ig 
said Bruce Dinsdale, General Manager of 
Brisbane Mens Soccer. 

Rochedale resident Gava, who was award- 
ed the Queensland Lions Player of the Year 
for three consecutive seasons, said he was 
extremely flattered about the news. 

“It’s a great honour to have a trophy named 
after me and I hope it serves as an inspiration 
to all the young players in the Meitea New 
South Wales region.” 

“Tt shows that there is now a true career 
path for young players to take and [hope that 
they too aspire to play in the Hyundai A- 
League for Queensland Roar. If I can do it 
then there is no reason why others can’t do it 
too,” he added. 


Fa 


Trophy honour 


QLD Roar’s Todd Gava was 
honoured in a very special way at 
Suncorp Stadium 2) 


Jowering former 
Swiss International 
defender Remo 
Buess had Scott 
Chipperfield and Simon 
Colosimo to thank upon his 
decision to settle in 
Australia’s A-League com- 
ion. 

“Thad spoken to Socceroo 
Scott Chipperfield about 
Australia before, and then 
Simon Colosimo who came 
for a trial at FC Basel, 

“We talked a lot about 
Australia and they told me 
about the A-League,” Buess 
stated to the ‘Sunday Mail’. 

Having figured in all of 
the Roar’s matches so far, 
Buess has been a pillar of 
strength in the club’s back- 
Tine, which has held up well 
so far against opposing A- 
League sides. 

‘The 190cm defender has 
had quite a climate change 
since his move to the sunny 
state of Queensland, 

The Big Swiss was used to 
the cold climate back home 
thas been loving the héat so 
far in Queensland but it has 
taken time for the defender 
in acclimatising. 


Three Roar players have 
helped Remo along the way 
in getting him in the 
Australian way of life. 

‘Teammates and club skip- 
per Chad Gibson, Massimo 
Murdocca and —Spase 
Dilevski have all been room- 
ing together since day one of 
their careers at the club. 

Buess has been heavily in 
contact with home via the 
Internet, especially checking 
up the results of his beloved 
Swiss club and Champions 
League contender FC Thun. 

With almost a decade 
under his belt in playing in 
the Swiss Leagues, which 
included FC Basel, 
Neuchatel Xamax and FC 
Zatich, Buess has impressed 
with the A-League standard. 

“The standard here in 
Australia is quite high. It is 
difficult to compare with the 
other leagues as is a different 
style of football, but it is a 
very good standard and yery 
good style. 

“I think there are some 
very good players here now,” 


he explained to the ‘Sunday 
Mail’ 


Hay Knock-out 


Danny Hay: A a ing. 


for 3 weeks through Inje 


jhe NZ Knights have 
been dealt with a 


major blow for the 
next three weeks after 
skipper Danny Hay will he 
Sidelined for three weeks, 

The move is to allow the 
centre back the best chance 
of regaining fitness after 
withdrawing at halftime 
during the Knights loss to 
Newcastle during Round 
Four. 

Manager John Adshead 
said they simply had to give 
Hay time to come right 
without the pressure of play- 


“Tt is disappointing to 


lose Danny but we must 
allow him time to come 
tight after another problem 
with the groin on the week- 
end. The issue at the 
moment may well be one of 
the pressures to play each 
week not allowing “Danny 
to do the necessary rehab on 
the injury. By removing that 
temptation, the medical 
team can work with him to 
strengthen the problem area. 


As he did with Naoki 


Imaya earlier in thé season, 
Jeremy Christie comes into 
the squad of 20 players to 
replace Hay on a short-term 
contract. 


new training option by revert- 
ing from their current Parklea 
base to Marconi Stadium. 

One of the club’s major sharehold- 
ers, Australian actor Anthony LaPaglia 
is leading a plan for Marconi to become 
the new training ground for Sydney 
FC, 

St George Stadium has also been 
linked as possible new training ground 
for Sydney after club officials stating 
that the once home to the mighty St 
George Budapest is set for a major 
redevelopment. 

Tf a planned rezoning of Valentine 
Park (Parklea) to a residential area goes 


Gti ote ee 


ahead, then Soccer NSW may be want- 
ing to relocate elsewhere thus Sydney’s 
view in wanting a new taining home. 

Still in discussions, :f the plan of 
Soccer NSW moving goes ahead, it is 
believed that the governing body will 
receive up to $100 million from selling 
their land to housing, 

Either way, a change of venue would 
suit perfectly for some of the Sydney 
players who have complained about the 
long journey to Parklea for training. 

St George looks like a more central 
Position but the facilities at Marconi 
have been a big push for the relocation 
of the club’s training ground. 


\ 


SYDNEY 
FC 
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Who is Victory’s number one keeper, 
Eugene Galekovic (left) or Michael 
Theokiitos 


elbourne Victory coach Ernie 
Miwon by his decision 

in playing the rotational system 
with his two goalkeepers Michael 
Theoklitos and Eugene Galekovic. 

Most clubs have settled with only one of 
their keepers so far, Victory has not. 

Galekovic, a former Olyroos keepef; start- 
ed the season and has since swapped with 
Theoklitos every two matches. 

“Tsaid they were going to play two games 
each and then swap and that is what is hap- 
pening,” Merrick told “The Age’ 

Theoklitos, a former goalkeeper with the 
Football Kingz and South Melboume in the 
NSL. strong and very capable goalkeeper 
who previously played under Perth Glory 
coach Steve McMahon at Blackpool in the 
UK. 


While Galekovic, a former Australian 
Olympic representative and Beira Mar player 
in Portugal, is considered one of Australia’s 
best goalkeepers and played with distinction 
in the 2004 Athens Olympics. Returning to 
Australia after a season in Portugal. 


Merrick 
stands by 
rotation 
process 


Both keepers have been quite even so far in 
the A-League, 

Both have had good performances but in 
the same respect, they’ve also made a few 
Hunders. 

Meanwhile, speculation has hit that coach 
Merrick would like to sign an experienced 
midfielder however the club has stated that 
they have been quite content with the players 
currently on show, 

With a squad of 19, the Victory has one 
spot to fill but Merrick along with Football 
Operations manager Gary Cole have hinted 
that they will be waiting for the right player to 
pounce on. 

So far, Steve Pantelidis, Michael Ferrante, 
Kristian Sarkies, Richard Kitzbichler, Andy 
‘Vlahos and Vince Lia have filled in the mid- 
field spots OK in Merrick’s standards so far. 

The Victory have had a handful of players 
training with the squad in making up the 
numbers, 

One such player is Heidelberg United mid- 
fielder and former VIS graduate Brendan 
Beni. 

His name has appeared as a front runner in 
possibly gaining a short-term deal with the 
club however Merrick has stood by the deci- 
sion to not exceed the 20-player roster. 

Defender Mark Byrnes is still nursing his 
injured groin and is still two weeks away 
from retuming to the pitch. 


oO 


ABSW(R} 


Kicking it with Ferrante 


~elbourne Victory has 

officially become the 

first A-League side 
to have broken the record for 
selling out a domestic match, 

This is a determined outfit, 
all equal in their passion to 
prove that “Melbournians” do 
it best. 

Gifted playmaker, 
MICHAEL —_‘ FERRANTE. 
brings international pedigree 
to Melbourne Victory. 

Ferrante is regular contrib- 
utor to Victory’s attacking 
thrusts, and pivotal fo a finely- 
tuned Victory line-up. 

I talk to the seasoned foot- 
ball player, cum TV star ahead 
of this weeks upcoming game 
against the Central Coast 
Mariners. 


Are Melbourne Victory 
Championship contenders this 
season? 

I'm not sure about champion- 


Have you ever “goggled” 
yourself? 
Yes! 


What saying would be your 
trademark? 

“T know I was born, I know I 
will die, the in-between is mine”. 


Biggest misconception about 
? 
‘That it’s an easy job. 


What league do you rate as 
the world’s best? 
Most exciting — English 


Sporting dream (non foot- 


Funniest thing you’ve seen on 
the football field? 

Paolo Di Canio sitting on the 
field asking to be substituted 
because he refused to play with 


Worst injury? 
Osteitis Pubis, 


Wheels? 
Hyundai Tucson 4WD. 


ship contenders, but we are defi- 
nitely aiming for a top 4 finish. 
With the squad that we have 
assembled it should be achiev- 
able. 

What makes a great club? 

A great club consists of the 
right coaching staff, a fun bunch 
of people to work with and a 
good set up in and around the 
place to make life comfortable 
and easy, and the right facilities. 
Melbourne Victory probably 
holds the best facilities in the 
League, 


You play Central Coast 
Mariners this week. Will the 
battle be won in midfield? 

Yes I think most games are. 
won and lost in the midfield. 
Central Coast have a great mid- 
field in Gumprecht and Spencer, 
both have been playing fantastic 
football. 

Victory has myself and Steve 
Pantelidis who form the base of 
the Melbourne midfield and 
whoever else plays on the day. 

It’s going to be a great contest; 
hopefully we win the midfield 
battle and the game as well. 


Victory boasts arguably the 
best young crop in the country. 
Has this mixture of youth and 
experience complemented the 
side? 

The mixture of youth and 
experience does compliment 
each other. 


Blonds, 
Redheads? 
No preference. 
Favourite late-night snack? 
‘Steamed dim-sims at Embassy 
Taxi Rank (Melbourne). 


Brunettes or 


A Stafford, because Fm calm 
nec 


Favourite nightspot? 
“Metropol” (Melboume) in 
summer. 


Describe your dance moves in 
three words? 
Don’t have any. 


Pub grub or fine dining? 
Fine dining. 

Must have fashion item? . 
Jeans. 


Favourite superhero? 
‘The Ninja Turtles. 


Michael Ferrante: Melbourne Victory’s tough working midfielder shown slicing the Newcastle Jets defence against 


Although in some games we 
have found it difficult and we 
struggled, it’s all coming along 
nicely and in a long season it will 
pay dividends in the end. 


Has Victory played to their 
full potential? 

Definitely not. It’s a long sea- 
son. It’s going to be a while 
before teams are playing their 


best. 
KE ee | 


T’'m going to be famous for... 
Hopefully my football ability. 


Most used appliance? 
Toasted sandwich maker. 


What's your score in the 
“Beep Test?” 
Mid-14 


What's under your bed? 
Dusty floorboards. 


Most admired sportsperson? 
Roberta Raggio. 


Describe yourself in one |) 
word? 
Genuine. 


Best hangover cure? 
Water. 


What music fires you up? 
Creed. 


Ifyou were a bird, whose head | 
would you poo on and why? 

‘The person that’s asking me 
these questions! 


How would you spend your | 
last $30? i 
- Lotto. 


Players need the time to get to 
know each other and gel togeth- 
er. We haven’t shown our best, 
but we have definitely shown 
some quality. 


Record breaking numbers 
turned up to see the first four 
matches of A-League football. 
Were you surprised by the 
crowd numbers? 

In a way I was surprised, but 
then again, it is a good indication 
of the quality that’s being intro- 
duced into the new League and 
Australian sport which is a 
credit to Frank Lowy and John 
O'Neil who have done a fantas- 
tic job in assembling this 
League. Hopefully the crowds 
will continue for the years to 
come. 


Are 20 players enough to run 
a squad? 

A 20 player squad is good so 
far. At Victory we haven’t had 
too many injuries so it hasn’t 
affected us a great deal. But, you 
can see that problems may arise 
if there are injuries, and 20 play- 
ers may not be sufficient. At the 
moment 20 players is fine. It’s 
up to the League to decide, not 
individual clubs or individual 
people. 


Is a career abroad still on the 
cards? 

T'llneyer tum my back to it, or 
close the doors to going over 
there again. At the moment 
Victory is my main priority and 
the club I’m playing for at the 
moment. It’s where I want to be 
and playing out the rest of my 
career at Victory would be an 
honor. 


Can you describe your pas- 
sion for playing? 
It’s awesome. When I cross 


the line I’m a natural winner. 1 
like winning. It’s fantastic to 
have the crowd supporting you, 
and I think that’s one thing the 
country lacked in the past, and 
now it’s a thrill to go out there 
every game in front of all those 
thousands of people. 


You are one of the faces pro- 
moting the A-League on com- 
mercial television. How have 


you enjoyed the 
status? 

T’m not too sure about the pin- 
up status. It’s great to experience 
new things. The commercial 
‘was great fun. 

To experience the life of an 
actor, with the added media com- 
mitments and photo shots, has 
been fantastic and I’ve enjoyed it 
thoroughly. 


“pin-up” 


Practice makes perfect, Ferrante going through a training 
drill at Olympic Park 
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Robbie Slater during his playing days was honoured In the Australlan Hall of Fame 


jormer long-serving 


which recognises contribu- 


(players) / Roll of Honour 


Slater was selected in the 


Socceroo Robbie tion as a player to Australian _ (non players) Australian teams for the 
Slater plus pioneer- football in 2 non-national 1988 Olympic Games and 

ing Australian midfielder team capacity. Johnston was Players Bio Bicentennial Gold Cup and 
Craig Johnston of English a pioneer for the modem 1990, 1994 and 1998 World 
giants Liverpool head alist generation of ‘Aussies ROBBIE Cup campaigns. He also 
of 11 inductees into the Abroad’ playing in the played in the 1997 FIFA 
Australian Football Hall of Liverpool team for much of SLATER Confederations Cup. where 
Fame announced in Sydney the 1980s which is widely Bom in Omskirk, England Australia finished runners-up 
last Tuesday. recognised as one the great. 22 November, 1964 before Josing to Brazil in the final. 
‘The full list of inductees est club teams of all time. coming to Australia with his During his national career, he 
for 2005 are Robbie Slater, He won the European Cup in parents. Started his junior played against Brazil, 
Mike Petersen, Allan Maher, 1984, five league titles anda career “in Sydney with Yugoslavia, Canada, 


Craig Johnston, Bruce 
Morrow, Alec Cameron (all 
players), Vic Dalgleish, 
Roger Lamb, Hany 
Hetherington, Phil Murphy, 
Gary Wilkins (all non-player 
category). * See below for 
biographies. 

Robbie Slater is the sole 
inductee for 2005 for the top 
category - Hall of 
Champions. Slater repre- 
sented Australia with distinc- 
tion over 13 years and three 
World Cup campaigns 
between 1984 and 1997. He 
is also the only Socceroo to 
have eart an English 
Premier League winners 
medal having won the 
domestic title with 
Blackburn in 1995. 

Despite not having repre 
sented Australia Craig 
Johnston has been honoured 
with an Award of Distinction 


tions. 


remarkable 13 trophies in 
total in seven years at the 
club. He is also the only 
Australian to score in an FA 
Cup Final which he did for 
Liverpool in their 3-1 win 
over Everton in 1986. 

The Australian football 
Hall of Fame was established 
in 1999 and recognises both 
players and non-players for 
their contribution to the sport 
on a national basis. 

A system of awards exists 
at three distinct levels, with 
separate but 
‘groups for both ‘on the field” 
and ‘off the field’ contribu- 


1. Hall of Champions 
(players) / Hall of Honour 
(aon players) 

2. Medal of Excellence 
(players) / Roll of Honour 
(non players) 

3. Award of Distinction 


Aubum UI6. 


1983 


66 goals. 
Switched 


equivalent 
Blackbum, 


Revesby Workers and rose 
through junior ranks to join 


Signed in 1982 by St 
George National League 
club as an attacking mid- 
fielder and played in the 
winning 
championship squad. Also 
played for Blacktown City 
and Sydney United for a total 
of 251 NSL games scoring 


‘overseas to 
‘Anderlecht (Belgium), Lens 
(France) and English clubs 
West Ham, 
Southampton and Wolver- 
hampton and won the 
English Premiership with 
Blackbur in 1995. He is still 
the only Australian to have 
an English Premier League 


of the Year in 1997. 


Argentina, France, Scotland 
and New Zealand, won the 
Oceania Footballer of the 
Year Award in 1991 and 
1993 and was runner-up in 
the Oceania Footballer of the 
Decade poll for 1988-1997, 

He joined new Sydney 
NSL club Northem Spirit in 
1998 as captain and retired in 
2001 after playing 37 match- 
es for Australia, 28 at A level 
and scoring one goal. 

‘Since then he has taken up 
media television commit- 
ments and formed the 
Robbie Slater Football 
Academy for development of 
young players aged 8 to 1() 
with a percentage of profits 
donated to various charities. 
‘He is currently a senior com- 
mentator for the Hyundai A- 
League with FOX Sports. 


NSL 


MEDAL OF EXCELLENCE 


ALLAN MAHER 

Sydney-bom on 2! July, 1950 and 
played his football career as a goalkeep- 
er. He came through the junior ranks to 
play in the NSW Second Division with 
Granville before moving to Sutherland 
and then Western Suburbs to gain selec- 
tion in the NSW team. 

Maher was a late inclusion in the 
Australian World Cup squad for 
Germany in 1974 and joined Marconi 
for the 1977 start of the NSL where he 
won selection in the Under 23 national 
team to tour Indonesia. 

His first A cap was against the USSR 
in December 1975 at Newcastle, he also 
took part in the 1978 and 1982 World 
Cup campaigns and toured Europe in 
1980. He played 39 games for Australia, 
including 22 A internationals. 


MIKE PETERSEN 

Midfielder, bom 6 May, 1965 and 
began his career with Port Melbourne 
juniors. 

He progressed to Heidelberg United 
and helped win the NSL championship 
with Brunswick and South Melbourne 
before a stint with Ajax Amsterdam 
(Holland) in 1987. 

Petersen eamed his first national 
selection for the match against Taiwan 
in Canberra in February 1988 and was a 
team member during the 1990 and 1994. 
World Cup campaigns. 

During his playing career, he played 
50 matches for the Socceroos, including 
32 A internationals and scored four 
goals. 


Mike Petersen, South Melbourne 
great honoured In the hall of 
fame 
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Australia’s first leading overseas star, Craig Johnston shown holding the 1986 
FA Cup alongside current Perth Glory coach Steve McMahon 


CRAIG JOHNSTON 

Born June 26, 1960 in Johannesburg 
before parents retumed to Australia from 
‘overseas commitments. 

Travelled from’Newcastle as a teenager to 
trial in England, eventually winning a con- 
tract with firstly Middlesbrough and then 
Liverpool where he finally secured and 
cemented a place in the first team. 

With Liverpool, he won five English 
League championships and the FA Cup as 
well as scoring in the 1986 Cup final. Was the 
first Australian to play in and win a European 
Cup Final. 

He also won eight further titles and became 
a role model for Australian youth. Made 
guest appearances in the NSL and was later 
appointed Youth Ambassador by the 
Australian Soccer Federation. 

Has remained involved in the sport after 
retirement and has been an active promoter 
and supporter of Australian football. 


BRUCE MORROW 
Bor Newcastle May 5, 1936. From 
Wallsend where he gained fame as a 90 min- 
utes player who stayed competitive for more 
than 20 seasons and more than 500 senior 


games, Also played with APLA., Aubum 
and as player-coach with Newcastle Austral. 
Developed into a fast winger and in 1957 was 
top scorer in the North for Wallsend with 48 
goals and a total of 368 between 1953-73, 

Made his international debut against Japan 
in the 1956 Olympics, also played against 
India (1956), New Zealand (1958) and 
Scotland (1967) during a 16-match career for 
Australis. 


ALEC CAMERON 

English-bom 1907 and started his 
Australian career with Adamstown club 
where he was playing senior Soccer at the age 
of 15. 

Tn 1925, aged 17, he played against the 
first English professional team to tour 
Australia. 

‘He was also selected in the Australian team 
for matches against Indonesia (1928), New 
Caledonia (1933) and New Zealand (1933 
and 1936). 

‘An attacking player who was appointed 
Australian captain for the 1936 winning tour 
of NZ, he scored eight goals in 25 games for 
Australia, including six A internationals. 


ROLL OF HONOUR 


(MERITORIOUS) 


HARRY HETHERINGTON 

Bom in Wallsend March 10, 1927, he was 
a foundation official of the Maitland club and 
was involved with the club as they won major 


honours in the 1960s. As a player, he had a 
total of 250 senior games with Wallsend and 
Mayfield United in the Northern NSW com- 
petitions. He held office as secretary, regis- 
trar and director of the Northern NSW 
Federation and became the official 
Federation recorder. Hetherington has com- 
piled an extensive history of NSW & 
Northem NSW Soccer including programs, 
match line-ups and reports, 


PHIL MURPHY 

Bor in England May 1942 and the family 
migrated to Wollongong in 1956. Murphy 
started work at the Illawarra Mercury in 1958 
and was made fulltime football writer in 
1969. He also became a foundation member 
‘of Wollongong when the club joined the 
national league. 

Travelled to Germany in 1974 with the 
Socceroos and has been a constant reporter 
on Wollongong in the national league as well 
as attending Australian internationals in all 
States, Has helped spread news of Australian 
football with his regular articles in national 
and overseas magazines. 


GARY WILKINS 

Queenslander bom Ipswich April 7, 1945 
and had a prominent career as a player before 
switching to administration. Played for 
Brisbane Lions 1964-74, winning six pre- 
mierships and represented Queensland 35 
times, 34 as captain. 

‘He was selected four times for Australia, 
member of unbeaten 1967 tour of 
Vietnam/Indonesia and played 18 matches 
against touring clubs. 

Tn 1979, he became director of Brisbane 
Lions, chairman 1993 and currently vice- 
chairman of Queensland Roar in the 
A-League. 

He was awarded the 2000 Australian 
Sports Medal for services to Soccer, 2003 
Centenary Medal and his career included 
terms as the coach for Ipswich and Brisbane 
junior representative teams. 

Candidates for the Australian Football Hall 
of Fame are considered via nomination. A 
nomination form is sent to State bodies annu- 
ally and is also available from the FFA. 

Players are not eligible for inclusion in the 
Hall of Fame until three years after the end of 
their playing career. 


ABSW (%} 


“Playing first at home or away 
is no different” - 


Brisco Risso 


er Socceroo and Australia’s 
Fe: World Cup coach, Rale 
Rasic, has stated that it doesn’t 
make any difference to Australia if we 
play the first match against the fifth 
placed South American nation away or 
at home. 

In a recent interview on Sunday Night 
Soccer on 98.5 FM, Rasic said that the 
recent FIFA draw in Marrakesh in Morocco 
will make little difference. 

“To me it doesn’t make any difference,” 
he told listeners. “I never base anything on 
that [the draw]. This is two games that we 
must win on aggregate and both teams 
know what they have to do at home and 
away. 

“In 1973 we played Iran here and won 
3-0. We then went over there and defended 
our lead but lost 20. In Seoul, against 
South Korea, we drew 2-2 but here in 
Australia we couldn’t score and we drew 
0-0 against them,” 

Rasic. emphasised the importance of 
preparing tactically and spoke of the home 
support that the Socceroos can expect in 
Sydney in the deciding game. 

“The nation will go absolutely crazy 
because the qualifying place will be decid- 


cd in Sydney,” he said. “I guarantee you it 
will be one of the greatest national sporting 
celebrations. 

“We are all so desperate to qualify [for 
the World Cup] after 32 years and I hope 
that it happens in that second match.” 

So how would he approach this game; 
would a Rasic-coached team defend in 
South America and then hope to win in 
Sydney? 

“Times have changed very much from 
my era, but an away goal is a huge gift. A 
1-1 draw or even say a 3-2 loss is a huge 
advantage,” he stated. 

“In my time the away goal rule didn’t 
exist. We would have qualified after play- 
ing South Korea in Sydney because we 
drew 0-0 at home and 2-2 away in Soeul [a 
third match, played in neutral Hong Kong, 
was won 1-0 by the Socceroos to qualify]. 

“T would certainly go for a goal in South 
America and’ then defend in that game, 
‘However, be assured that the Socceroos 
will not be attacking all the time in South 
Amenica. 

“That's guaranteed because they won't 
be allowed to given that the home team will 
‘try to dominate possession of the ball. We 
need a very straight forward and cautious 
approach, but a goal at any cost in South 
‘America is the way to go.” 


‘The travel requirements for both teams 
will be fairly exhaustive. Most players are 
based in Europe and they will be required 
to travel to South America from there and 
then onto Australia in a matter of a few 
days. 

‘The 1974 Socceroos experienced also a 
very gruelling travel schedule in their qual- 
ification bid: Tehran, Sydney, Soeul, 
Sydney and finally Hong Kong, made up 
their last qualification travel leg in a matter 
of a few days. 

“Yes, fair enough, it is along distance to 
travel for the current Socceroos,” Rasic 
said. “However, for the fifth placed South 
American team these two games will be 
their nineteenth and twentieth games 
respectively in their qualifying schedule. 

“These teams are superbly prepared and 
‘they know exactly what it takes to reach the 
World Cup because they have already 
played in so many qualifying matches. 

“Tn 2001, Uruguay landed in Melbourne 
and went straight to Olympic Park for a one 
and a half hour open training session before 
going to their hotel. They know what it 
takes and they are very professional.” 

Rasic was also asked if he thought that 
Australia treated its guests far too well, 
given the poor treatment that the Socceroos 
can expect to receive in South America 


Rale Rasic: Former Socceroo 
coach belleves it doesn't 
matter whether the national side 
plays home or away in the first leg 


based on the experiences of the 2001 
Socceroos in Montevideo. 

“In 2001, Australia was’ based at the 
casino in Melbourne, but it was Uruguay’s 
wisdom to choose a hotel close to the MCG 
which was peaceful and inaccessible to all 
from the sixth floor onwards,” he said, 

“Secondly, Uruguay itself stayed 50 
kilometres outside of Montevideo for the 


Rale Rasic 


second game, but Australia chose to fly into 
the heart of Montevideo, What kind of 
treatment did we expect there? It was naive 
and absolutely unthinkable and there is no 
explanation for it.” 

Finally, Rasic was asked what he thought 
of Australia’s move away from the Oceania 
Confederation and into Asia. It’s a move 
that is widely applauded arid for many peo- 
ple it is not before time. 

“Tam personally delighted and I can pos~ 
itively guarantee that the focus of the A- 
‘League is on Asia and getting a place in 
Asian competitions,” he told listeners. 

“For our national team to be based in 
‘Asia means we couldn't be given any better 
path to the World Cup. If you play the 
Solomon Islands, Cook Islands and 
‘Vanuatu, and not wanting to be disrespect 
ful to them, but [ would be embarrassed to 
go to the World Cup by simply playing 
those countries, 

“People who were speaking a couple of 
years ago on behalf of Oceania, saying that 
Oceania should get a direct place to the 
World Cup, were talking absolute hogwash. 
T would have been embarrassed to coach a 
team that would have been guaranteed such 
aplace in a World Cup,” he concluded. 

Sunday Night Soccer is on radio 985 
FM in Sydney every Sunday at 10.00pm. 


FFA Chiet Executive John O'Neill bidding for the 


2018 World Cup 


ustralia will bid 
alone for the 2018 
World Cup after its 


joint proposal with New 


Zealand was scuttled by would have opened the door 
football's governing body for an Asia/Pacific host in |< Fosteh Who regularly appears on 
: SBS’ The World Game, believes the 
MS PIS wall oe FFA should 
ee : pelle ae overhaul the current sys- 
Football Federation South America holds the : fi ae 
:. % tem being carried out in Australia’s 
Australia (FFA) chief execu- 2014 event. a 
tive John ONeill sad they The English Football | Youndefelopment. ae 
would now work alone after Association has signalled its muy nents o nist ee 


being told by FIFA a joint bid 


would not be considered. ‘World Cup. 
Australia will leave ‘In Asia, Australia will be | ,, %°S © have the A-League and. 
= 5 = 2 Tm very excited about it, 
Oceania and become amem- up against de likes of China | Tignes OU 
ber of the Asian Football in trying to bidforthetouma- | sie or era 
Confederation next year, and ment. ane YAS ea 


as such, FIFA would not 
allow a cross-confederation 


bid with New Zealand, on 2018 welll be putting a ee oe oe is that those 
ONeill, who was chief stake in the ground for 2022," |, Mi : ; 
: : E ids who played for our country don’t 
executive of the Australian O'Neill told the Sydney et damaged in al of this.” 
Rugby Union when Australia _Moming Herald. Sian Rie tal 
hosted the 2003 rugby World "We're not going to give up at 


Cup, revealed FFA's ambi- 
tious plans to host football's 
most prestigious event earlier 
this month. 

Since then, Australia's hid 


has faced several setbacks 

before even getting started. 
FIFA hus made it clear the 

rotational system, which 


intentions to bid for the 2018 


"Of course it's going to be 
tough, but even if we miss out 


on this, not by a long shot.” 

"Unarguabiy, Australia has 
Proven it can host major 
sporting events better than 
most countries." 


ee PFA Union boss and 
Socceroo Craig Foster has 
fired a ballet at the current 
national youth development being 
implemented in Australia in the 
plight of yet another failed World 
‘Youth Cup campaign in Peru, 

The current U17 Joeys failed to 
pass the first round of the World Cup, 
which coincidently was their fifth 
straight loss in. the past three youth 
World Championship campaigns. 

‘The last time an Australian youth 
side won was way back in September 
2001 when they beat Croatia 40 in 
‘Trinidad and Tobago but their final 2- 
1 win over Uruguay in Peru did lift 
some light oni the Joeys campaign. 


of revamping the game properly,” 
Foster told the ‘Adelaide Advertiser’. 


“The system in this country has let 
everyone of those boys who play in 


talent identification programs reeded 
to be looked at thoroughly. 

“For 30 years (the late) Johnny 
Warren talked about an English 
‘mafia’ in Australian coaching. 


for Joeys demise 


youth development system. 
“It’s a disgrace. 


players 


"The NIC (National Training 
Centre) has been based on the English 


“England doesn’t develop young 


“I should know, I played there,” he 
told “The World Game’ website. 


‘The never-to-shy personality: went 
‘on to say that the tax-payer develop- 


in this country. 


“A lot of these guys hide in coach- 


ing development jobs. 
poor football. 


‘we are just crap. 


ment coaches were a protected species 


“For years we've been playing very 
“We lack imagination and basically 


“We have had a gutful of this rub- 
bish in this country and as an ex-play- 


erit’s time to haye a circuit breaker. 

“Our poor performances at the 
World Cup should be directly linked 
to the NTC-SASI (South Avstralian 
‘Sports Institute). 

“There’s no more time for excuses, 
we have to look towards Brazil and 
the French coaching systems which 
are far superior,” he concluded. 


A famillar sight in Australia’s previous World Youth Cup campaigns as Joeys skipper Kaz Patafta 
could only look on after Turkey’s goal in the opening round 
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M I | | | 
y = 
helsea manager = 


al way and also with my 


Jose Mourinho has © heart, he’said. 
rejected suggestions He added he believed the 
he would be interested in job was really for an English 
England and ‘person, however. 
says he is keen to coach his Chelsea said Mourinho 


native Portugal before he 
retires. 

Mourinho, who led 
Chelsea to its first champi- 
onship title in 50 years last 
season, said in an interview 


‘was unhappy the interview 
had been used to put pressure 
on Sweden's Eriksson, who 
‘has been. heavily criticised 
following some poor recent 


with Time Out magazine that England side. 

part of him felt like an The team was also 

Englishman now, hinting that trounced 4-1 by Denmark in 

in the future he could do the a friendly in Copenhagen in 

England job. No England Job for August, its biggest defeat in 
"Jose loves living in Chelsea coach Jose 25 years. England has since 

England. However, any sug- Mourinho dropped out of the top 10 in 


gestion that he would change the 42-year-old, who took  FIFA’s world rankings. 
his nationality is totally charge at Chelsea last year "Mourinho is unhappy 
wrong and misleading," a after winning the Champions that the context of his inter- 
spokesman for Mourinho League with Porto, said if he View in Time Out magazine 
said in a statement. stayed in England for the has been used to put more 
"He is a passionate Jength of his Chelsea con- pressure on England's under- 
Portuguese citizen and has tract, he would feel even fire coach Svyen-Goren 
made it very clear that one more English: Eriksson," Chelsea said. 
day he would like to manage "With six years of loving "The Portuguese coach 
the Portuguese national London and England I will has never had any. plans to 
team. He also totally sup- have something of England become a British citizen and 
Ports Sven-Goran Eriksson and the people in my heart stressed his support for 
as England manager." and so I could do it (the Eriksson in the interview." 
Inthe Time Out interview, England job) in a profession- 


Hope for Mikel 
resolution 


yn Oslo expect FIFA —_ with the player's agent John ‘Under FIFA orders, Mikel 

to resolve the Jon Shittu claiming Ferguson has now returned to the 

Obi Mikel transfer tried to arrange a secret Norwegian capital, although 

saga by the end of October. meeting with the player, he is currently staying in a 

Sir Alex Ferguson and something Anderson vehe- hotel with Shittu, something 

Manchester United chief  mently denies. Anderson feels is detrimen- 

executive David Gill flew to Once the papers are in, tal to the youngster's perfor- 
‘Norway on Monday to meet both sides will be allowed to mances. 

with Lyn football director — make further observations on 


Totti: | 
don't hate 
Juventus 


oma captain Francesco 
“Totti has denied attack- 
ing Juventus in the press. 
Totti insists he has great 
respect for Juve -.and partic- 


ularly Alessandro del Piero. 
"Del Piero is a great play- 
er, he never created contro- 


Nigerian sensation Jon Obi Mikel’s transfer saga | versy, despite being on the 
is set to be resolved at the end of October with | bench. "I can see us playing 

the Red Devils well together - and Ihave not 

Morgan Anderson and go the evidence before FIFA's | °Ver said that Juve are 
through the final details of a dispute resolution chamber 
joint submission which has determines whether Mikel's 
to be handed to the world move to United should go 
governing body by through in January as 

30. planned. 


Even those discussions ‘The 18-year-old claims he 
have become the subject of . was bullied into signing the 
controversy in an increasing- contract with United and 
ly acrimonious dispute over _ does not wish to join the Old 
Mikel’s transfer to United, Trafford outfit. 


Totti also commented on 
player comparisons: 
"Maradona is better than 
Pele, I prefer Robinho to 
Messi. The Brazilian from 
Real Madrid plays my type 
of game, a fantasy, skill and 
instinet, "But, for sure, Italy 
does nat have to envy to any- 
body." 
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© ‘The Read to Germany 2 


ts little over 9 months until the | Germany has its chance to host the Below is a list of all the statistics you 

world stops yet again for the most famous event from the 9th June right need to know on who could be the 32 
amazing footballing spectacle in through to the 9th July where 32 coun- sides set to take the world stage in 

the world — the World Cup. tries will do battle in finding out who Germany. 

will be the World Cup winner for 2006. 


Hoe een eewereeeneerecsacceuces 
Remaining Fixtures 
12-Oct-2005 Belarus vs Norway 


a VA = 
12-Oct-2005 Slovenia vs Scotland Ie | AN) | Z 
12-Oct-2005 Italy vs Moldova 
1 G 1 08-Oct-2005 Norway vs Moldova PWODLE A Pts 
Group rogp 08-Oct-2005 Scotland vs Belarus Argentina 169 4 3 27 16H 
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09-Oct- Remal: Fixtures 
07-Oct-2005 Senegal vs Mali Remaining Fixtures wees cae SS penaning Chile - Ecuador 
07-Oct-2005 Liberia vs Zambia 12-Oct-2005 Netherlands vs Macedonia FYR Remaining Fixtures : 12-Oct-2005 Paraguay - Colombia 
a - 12-0 2005 Finland vs Czech Republic 120682005 | WAlavia'ys Northern keard oot Z005 Peru = Baliva 2 
iroup 2-Oct2005 Andorra vs Armenia 42-0ct2005 Wales vs Azerbalian razil- Venezuela 
P WODL F A Pts 08-Oct-2005 —Czach Republic vs Netherlands 11-Oct-2005 Unuguay - Argentina 
: 12-Oct-2005 England vs Poland 08-Oct-2005 Ecuador - Uniguay 
Ghanal 9 5 3 1 13.4 48 08-Oct-2005 Finland vs Romania (08-Oct-2005 Northem Ireland vs Wales ce Oca2008 Vora Pony 
Congo DR Sp& 32 12 Bes 2 08-Oct-2005 England vs Austria 08-Oct-2005 Colombia - Chile 
South Africa 9.50 4 10 12 15 Groap 08-Oct-2005 Argentina - Peru 
Burkina Faso 9405 1211 12 PWOL EA Pts Group 7 08-Oct-2005 Bolivia - Brazil 
Cape Verde Is. o's 1 5 8 41.10 Ukraine 173 1 165 24 PWODLFEA Pts 
Uganda 8216 4-13°7 Turkey USSG pesle 2219 2004) wi cree Hon tanegraomeATMOleiaiimiie “Top four teams quallly for Germany while the fifth placed 
Greece 105 3 2 148 18 Soatn 8 3.5 0 11.3 74 __ Side takes on Australia for the final World Cup spot in 
Remaining Fixtures Denmark OK Re PCOS Acre Sionen 83 4 1 9 8 13 November. 
08-Oct-2005 Cape Verde Islands vs Ghana Albania 104 0 6 9 17 12 Belgium 8323 1458 nN 
Q7-Oe2005 Soh Afica vs CongoDR—_Georga fae gh gate CAR ach nn 
07-Oct-2005 Uganda vs Burkina Faso Kazakhstan 100 0 105 270 cara Piowone 2 sika yee 4 y 
Remaining Fixtures “Japan, “Iran, *Korea Republic, *Saudi Arabla, 
Group 3 OSC OGRaMe Keraddtiatcenae a Rastaining Fixtures, : “USA, *Mexico, *Argentina, *Brazll, “Ukraine 
WOLFE A Pts : 12-Oct-2005 Lithuania vs Belgium eae 
Canieroah 9 6 2 1 179 2 120ct2005 Albania vs Turkey 42-Oct-2005 San Marino vs Spain 
Cote divoire 9 6 1 2 176 19  120ct2005 Greece vs Georgia 12-Oct-2005 S$ & Mtenegro vs B-Herzegovina 
Egypt 9 5 1 3 25 14 16 08-Oct-2005 Denmark vs Greece 08-Oct-2005 Belgium vs Spain 
Uibya T8525 3 BOP Te age Oe ck 20S aa eraal eVAbania 08-Oct-2005 Lithuania vs Serbia & Montenegro 
Sudan 9135 65 196 08-Oct-2005 Georgia vs Kazakhstan 08-Oct-2005 B-Herzegovina vs San Marino 
Benin 9027 8 232 
Group 3 Groap 8 
Remaining Fixtures Pl lle a PWOLFE A Pts 
09-Oct-2005 Cameroon vs Egypt Portugal ih AG) Sethe EIR tic sd 8701 2772 2 
07-Oct-2005 Sudan vs Cote d'ivoire Slovaida 35 4 1 238 19° Croatia 8620 205 2 
07-Oct-2005 Benin ys Libya Russia 105 4 1 18 11 19° Hungary 841 3 19 12 13 
Latvia 14 3 4 1818 15 Bulgaria 8323 1446 41 
Group 4 Estonia 104 2 4 14 16 14 Iceland Oot tea? 13004 6 
PWODL EF A pte Lechtenstein 1ii2 2 7ieeuzila Matta 90273 312 
anaeia @ 5 34 i 6 4g Luxembourg 100 0 104 410 
Nigeria 9531 18 i Remaining Fixtures 
Zimbabwe, 9 4 3 2 129 ig  Remalning Fixtures ; 12-Oct-2005 Sweden - Iceland 
Gabon 923 4 i 139 12-Oct-2005 Portugal vs Latvia 12-Oct-2005 Malta - Bulgaria 
Algeria 91 4.4 8 157 12-Oct-2005 — Luxembourg vs Estonia 12-Oct-2005 Hungary - Croatia 
ch Mette Seach eee cae 
08-Oct-2005 Russia vs Luxembourg +14 teams qualify forthe European section (Tho 1st eight 
Remaining Fixtures 08-Oct-2005 Siovakia vs Estonia teams automatically quality while the remaining six spots , ; 
09-Oct-2005 Rwanda vs Angola are fought between the best second plased sides in all Vying for a spot in next year’s World Cup 
07-Oct-2005 Gabon vs Algeria ra the groups) ~ will be lvory Coast's Didier Drogba (top) 
07-Oct-2005 Nigeria vs Zimbabwe ape ince and France's Zinedine Zidane (bottom) 
roap ‘Switzerland 8440 176 16 > , i 
en ea Cee France 844091 6 GoNyeye’ We 
Tunisia 96 21 237 29  Isradl 93 60 139 45 — ries i 
WRIeee 95 40 155 19  IrelandRepubic 8 3 4 1 115 13 
Guinea 8323 08 11 rus BST G8 MIsiee Mexico eo ey ie 
Kenval 93 15 8 1410 Fatoelslants 9 0 1 8 3 25 4 nee itn, Gani My 
Botswana 93069 69 Guatemala 7 2 2309 “oni 
Malawi 8035 8 233 Remaining Fixtures Costa Rica 7 2 Niee= Tansy 
12-Oct-2005 France vs Cyprus Trinidad and Tobago7 1 1 5 5 12 4 
Remaining Fixtures 12-Oct2008 Ireland Republic vs Switzerland Panama 70843 03 
08-Oct-2005 Malawi vs Kenya 08-Oct-2005 Cyprus vs Ireland Republic 
07-Oct-2005 Botswana vs Guinea 08-Oct-2005 Israel vs Faroe Islands Remaining Fixtures - 
67-Oct-2005 Tunisia vs Morosce 08-Oct-2005 Switzerland vs France 12-Oct-2005 Trinidad and Tobago vs Mexico 


12-Oct-2005 USA vs Panama 
G 5 12-Oct-2005 Guatemala vs Costa Rica 
roap 08-Oct-2005 Panama vs Trinidad and Tobago 


“The top five teams in each group quality for Germany 


me ai POW DL FA Pte 98-0ct2005 Mexico vs Guatemala 
L Si 1\ i 7t)\|2 ttaly 8 5 21 147 47 — oBpoct-2005 Costa Rica vs USA 
MeO OS Norway 8 3 3 2 10 7 42 “The frst 3 teams go through to Germany while the 
Slovenia 63 3 2 109 12 fourth placed side takes on the winner of the Asian 
Remaining Fixtures Scotland ave” eee oe 6 10 match between Bahrain and Uzbekistan 
Play-offs Belarus 8143 1137 
Bahrain v Uzbekistan to be played &th and 12 Oct Moldova 8125 4 135 


“Winner of this tie plays the fourth-placed side from the 
CONCACAF zone for a place in Germany. 
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Robbie Bagglo could score a coaching job with Inter 


taly legend Roberto Baggio is consider- 
ing a coaching career and Serie A 
giants Internazionale would be happy 
to give hima start. 

‘The 38-year-old is looking to return to the 
game after having announced his retirement 
from playing two years ago. 

"Lam considering the possibility of retum- 
ing to football," said Baggio. 

"You will never see me again on the pitch. 
Imade a decision two years ago and I will not 
change it.” 

"have already received several offers that 
I am evaluating. That is why I have pot 
excluded working in football again.” 

Baggio wants to follow in the footsteps of 


has received a three-month ban for 

making a string of errors during 
Levski Sofia's 4-4 draw against Beroe on 
‘Sunday, the country's football association 
said. 


Levski appealed to the disciplinary com- 
mission of the Bulgarian Football Union, 
saying Georgiev failed to send off Beroe 
striker {sak Kuoki after-a second yellow 
card, ignored fouls in the penalty area, and 
made several other mistakes, 

“He made a lot of errors and he did not 
show accuracy in the penalty area,” Vasil 
Zhechey, chairman of the referee commis- 
sion, told a news conference after ruling on 


Binsin: 


Basinas released by Pana 


Angelos Basinas: Released by Panathinaikos 


Bulgarian referee banned 


Dutch greats Marco van Basten and Ruud 
Gullit, 

"Van Basten went straight to coach the 
national team, but this is Italy not the 
Netherlands and I know that it will be a grad- 
ual process, that I will have to start by coach- 
ing a club first," he added. 

Tater owner Massimo Moratti admitted he 
would be delighted to have Baggio back at 
the club in a coaching capacity. Baggio spent 
two years at the Nerazzurri during his playing 
career. 

“Baggio is a champion," said Moratti. 

"Lwould very honoured if he returned with 
us. For him the Inter doors will always be 
open." 


midfielder 
los Basinas 
became a free agent 


overnight, when Panathinaikos 
said on their website he was 
being released from his con- 
tract. 

The 29-year-old, a key mem- 
ber of the Greece side that won 
Euro 2004, made his debut for 
the Panathinaikos first team in 
the 1995-96 season. 

He has been the subject of 


Birmingham City but talks 
broke down when the two clubs 
failed to agree a fee. 


the suspension late on Tuesday. 

Kuoki scored three minutes after the 
break to equalise at 3-3, but soon afterwards 
‘was shown his second yellow card. 

Georgiev allowed the game to continue, 
provoking an angry reaction from Levski's 
bench before the referee finally sent the for- 
ward off. 

Despite the errors, football union offi- 
cials rejected a request by Levski to replay 
the game and said it would not void the 
result, 

"There was a formal infringement of the 
tules, but it did not affect the final score,” 
Zhechey said. 


26 


Blatter calls for 


agent's ban 


involving the midfielder, 


Fabien Piveteas is still a licensed 
agent with the French Football 
Federation despite having been convict- 
ed in May of being an accessory to the 
diversion of funds during the midfield- 
er's move from Bastia to Lyon in 2003. 

Piyeteau received a two-year sus- 
pended sentence, against which he 
immediately appealed and is currently 
Waiting the outcome of the hearing. 

"The FFF could [suspend him]," 


Blatter told The Guardian. 


"They could suspend this agent until 
the moment when the [appeal] decision 


is finally taken.” 


However, Christophe Drouvroy, the 
FFFs deputy legal director, said no 
action would be taken until the appeal 


had been concluded. 


"French law forbids that someone 
may hold a licence as a players’ agent if 
he is definitely condemned...he would 


P= president Sepp Blatter has 
suggested Chelsea midfielder 
Michael Essien's agent should 
be suspended until'an appeal is heard 
against his conviction for financial 
irregularities over a previous transfer 


be stripped of his licence," he said. 


FIFA President Sepp Blatter has become harsher towards player 


agents 


Voeller turns down 
Leverkusen job 


udi Voeller "has 
ruled out taking the 
coaching job at 
Bayer Leverkusen himself, 


Voeller, the former 


Germany coach who now 


Rudi Voeller: No deal 
with Bayer Leverkusen 
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holds the post of director of 
football at Leverkusen, took 
over the running of the team 
efter Klaus Augenthaler was 
sacked. 

‘t's clear to me that | can 
be of more use to ideas! 


Leverkusen in the role of 
director of football,’ Voeller 
said at anews conference. 
‘We have a candidate in 
mind for the post of coach. 
‘We want someone with new 


Matthias Sammer, who 
lost his job as VEB Stuttgart 
coach at the end of last sea- 
son, is regarded as the 
favourite 10 replace 
Augenthaler. 


reek international centre back 
‘Traianos Dellas has returned to 
AEK Athens on a two-year con- 
tract, the club said. 

Dellas, a member of the Greece team that 
won Euro 2004, had been out of contract 
after being released by AS Roma and joined 
AEK on a free transfer. 

The 29-year-old previously played for 
the Greek club between 1999 and 2001 
before moving to Perugia. 


Dellas snapped up by AEK 


"A few years ago, I said that AEK would 
be the only team for whom I would consid- 
er coming back to Greek football. That is 
what has happened," he said. 

"They are the only team I love and where 
‘Iwas loved by the fans." 

Dellas is still retuming to fitness after a 
hernia operation and is unlikely to be avail- 
able for the second leg of AEK's UEFA Cup 
first round tie against Zenit on September 
29. 


DESCHAMPS 


DENIED REAL LINK 


Didier Deschamps has spoken out 

over his decision to leave Monaco 

however has denled he set to take 

over at slumping Spanish glants 
Real Madrid. 


idier Deschamps spoke out for the 

first time since his resignation as 

Monaco manager to dismiss reports 
Tinking him to Real Madrid. 

"I'm not available," the man who skippered 

France to World Cup glory in 1998 and Euro 


COACH FREED AFTER 
HOSTAGE ORDEAL 


when gunmen pulled him 


‘2000 said in an interview on French television. 


"The reality today is that I need a rest and ote Se ea 
hay 7 ue ¢ ote 
raz | MESO" Crm Aol KS lame ceeed 


tomorrow for an unspecified period," | apped off a street on July 

Deschamps, for whom the Monaco job washis | 19,18 free man sane 

first stab as manager, stressed. S following 5 ee 
Expanding on his decision to step down just} house in a rough district 


"It's a great joy.” Cruz 
‘Aaall’s vice president, Alfredo 
Alvarez, told local radio. 


is side's recent ‘Mexico City. "This is finally over and we 
Fs Da od Looking shaken and gaunt Dope that we can all move on 
tles you can win. There are others which its | S94 sporting a thick beard, fiom this biter period, espe- 
Pee suited pails Ce eee 
"I don't energy. aS. police fexico stands alongsic 
me i elaine no ue him from the house where he Colombia as the worst coun- 
to chinge things (af the club) * hhad been held hostage. tries in the world for kidnap- 
Deschamps had been reprimanded recently Television footage also Ping, and abductions are an 
for calling Monaco a little club for failing to | Stowed police marching almost daily occurrence in the 
make any notable summer signings, and he | S®™¢, of the kidnappers to capital where criminal gangs 


abduct anyone from execu- 


' awaiting police cars. 
stood by his comment. tives to housewives. Victims 


"T accept what I said, but I always worked | _ There apparently had been 


i ‘ci. | limited contact with Argentine Ruben Omar Romano has been rescued we sometimes killed even 

terest of Monaco and of the princi- aka 

ge ra Romano's kidnappers since _ following kidnapping ordeal which lasted over two _2fier a ransom is paid. 
i his abduction but police had months. The football world was 

"| didn't want to attack or wound the fans or = Po a n a 
anyone else. I don't need to be bitter.” enough information to raid Romano told reporters his cers and to the press and all already targeted in 1999 


the hide-out in the crime-rid- kidnappers allowed him very my friends," he said. "Right When Alvaro Campos, father 
den residential neighbour- little contact with his family now I want to see my family, Of fomer Mexican national 


hood of Iztapalapa, free but otherwise treated him they are waiting for me.’ goalkeeper Jorge Campos, 
l N E R 0 0 CU P maa, es ekapmaae 
T jj i a dozen arrests. "Tm thankful to my res- Argentine, was abducted hostage for almost a week. 


GETS REVAMP 


French outfit Marseille revel in their recent Intertoto Cup success. 
The competition will recelve an overhaul ahead of the 2006/07 campaign. 


jhe format of UEFA's Intertoto Cup is 

set to change from the 2006-07 sea- 

son, a meeting of the European 
body's executive committee in Rome decid- 
ed last week, 

Under the new format, clubs in the close- 
season competition will play three rounds 
instead of five. 

‘The 11 winning tcams from the Intertoto 
Cup third round will go through to the second 
qualifying round of the UEFA Cup. 

The 49 participating associations will have 
one place in principle. 

As the system stands at the moment, teams 
play five rounds, with three progressing to the 
UEFA Cup first round. 

"Eleven sides, instead of three, will qualify 
for the UEFA Cup," UEFA communications 
and public affairs director William Gaillard 
‘was quoted as saying on UEFA's website. 

"We will also endeavour to have one partic- 
pant from the member associations, 

"If this is not the case because of vacancies, 
or countries not entering teams into the com- 
petition, then we will establish criteria to des- 
ignate clubs from other associations to enter 
the competition.” 


CAMPO UNABLE 
TO SIDESTEP 
INJURY 


olton Wanderers midfielder Ivan Campo has frac- 

tured a bone in his foot and and will be out for up to 

two months, the Premier League club. said on 
Wednesday. 

*He could be out for six to eight weeks, manager Sam 
Allardyce told Bolton's website, "He ran into a tackle in train- 
ing, got caught and broke his foot - and that's something we 
could well have done without at this stage.” 

The Spanish former Real Madrid player joined Bolton on 
Bolton midfielder Ivan Campo is set to miss up Toan in August 2002 before making a permanent switch in July 

two months of action after breaking his foot 2003. He has been a regular member of Allardyce's first team. 
during tralning. 


GUNERS SECURE GILBERTO 


rsenal fans still lamenting the who would become the Frenchman's sue- the powerfully-built ball-winner admitted 
Joss of Patrick Vieira will have cessor. recently he enjoys. 

been lifted by news that Several players, including Julio “It's much more responsibility for me 
Gilberto has pledged his long-term Baptista and Jermaine Jenas, were linked but I'm very confident I can do my best 
future to the club. with a move to north London while the for the team,” he said. - 

Gilberto, whose existing contract was inexperienced Cesc Fabregas and "T am the oldest in my position but it 
set to expire at the end of the season, has Mathieu Flamiai were touted as possible doesnt matter who I play with because 
put pen to paper on an improved deal replacements. they are good players.” 
which will keep the industrious 28-year- But it has been Brazil international © He has made 120 appearances for the 
old midfielder at Highbury until 2009. Gilberto who has filled Vieira's shoes club, securing two FA Cup winner's _ 

‘The importance of Gilberto's decision _ since the season began, adding steel to the medals, and was part of the side which 
to sign on for another three years can not Arsenal midfield and shiclding his back won the 2003-04 Barclays Premiership 
be over-stated with Arsenal still trying to four. without losing a single match. 
adapt to life without former skipper Gilberto's recent form and impressive Last season was marred by a fractured 
Vieira. record at Highbury convinced Wenger he vertebrae which kept him out for six ; 

‘Arsene Wenger's decision to sell Vieira is the club's new midteld general. months but it id not take im lng to “70"4u Tne gotnesiace oe the 
to Juventus in uly sent shockwaves With Vieira and Edu leaving over the readjustupon his return in April. Londen chiblion mary your's to 
around Highbury and with Edu also summer, Gilberto became the senior ‘come after the Brazilian put pen 
departing for Valencia, debate raged oyer member of Arsenal's midfield - position to paper on a new tour year deal. 
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(3) ABSW 
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CHAMPIONS: 
LEAGUE, 


GROUP Al 


Club Brugge 
Rapid Vienna. 


Juventus 
Bayern Munich 
Club Brugge 
Rapid Vienna 


ee] 


FIRTURES 
‘Tuesday September 27 
Bayern Munich vs Club Brugge 
Juventus vs Rapid Vienna 
‘Tuesday October 18 
Bayern Munich vs Juventus 
Rapid Vienna vs Club Brugge 
Wednesday November 2 
Juventus vs Bayern Munich 
Club Brugge vs Rapid Vienna 
‘Tuesday November 22 
Juventus vs Club Brugge 
Bayern Munich ys Rapid Vienna 
Wednesday December 7 
Chub Brugge ys Bayern Munich 
Rapid Vienna vs Juventus 


GROUP B 


Beem 
ccoong 
erred 


Hooen 
Seen 


FIRTURES 
‘Tuesday September 27 
Ajax vs Arsenal, 
‘Thun vs Sparta Prague 
‘Tuesday October 18 
Ajax vs Thun 
‘Sparta Prague vs Arsenal 


GROUP C 


Barcelona vs Udinese 
Panathinaikos vs Werder Bremen 
‘Tuesday October 18 
Panathinaikos vs Barcelona 
Udinese vs Werder Bremen 


GROUP D 
Wednesday September 14 
1 Lille 


Bee es 
cooneg 
Hoco]em 
cocoons 


FIXTURES 
‘Tuesday September 27 
Lille vs Villarreal 
Man Utd vs Benfica 
‘Tuesday October 18 
Villarreal vs Benfica 
‘Man Utd vs Lille 


Nee 
a | 


wroep 


Hooep 


covey iL 


Rooney handed 
two-match ban 


‘anchester United FC forward Wayne 

will miss the club's next two 

UEFA Champions League matches after his 
sending-off at Villarreal CF. 

‘The 19-year-old was dismissed after receiv- 
ing two yellow cards in quick succession in the 
64th minute of last Wednesday's game at El 
Madrigal. After being cautioned by referee 
Kim. Milton Nielsen for a foul, Rooney 
approached the Danish official and applauded. 
‘The referee considered this dissent and also 
reported in his post-match report that Rooney 
swore at him as he left the field. 

UEFA's Control and Disciplinary Body 
said: "It is beyond any doubt that Wayne 
Rooney committed several disciplinary 
offences, notably by taking two yellow cards 
resulting in a red card, as well as by displaying 
unsporting conduct ... As a result, it is appro- 
priate to impose a two-match ban for the 
reported misconduct of Wayne Rooney.” 

Rooney will be absent when United are next 
in Champions League action, next Tuesday 
night at home to SL Benfica. He will then miss 
the home game against LOSC Lille on 18 
October. 


Ronaldinho collects 
players’ prize 


Barcelona talisman Ronaldinho has been 

clected the first FIFPro World Player of the 

“Year after a poll of 38,000 professional players 
in 40 countries. 

Members of the players’ world association 
also voted in a secret ballot to choose the 
2004/05 season's best team from a short list of 
55 top names. 

"Its a great honour to receive another one of 
these big prizes and this one is extra special 
because it's voted for by my fellow players,” 


Ball and Reiziger 
out for PSU 


'V Eindhoven's UEFA Champions League 
and Eredivisie hopes have been dealt a 
double blow with defenders Michael Reiziger. 
and Michael Ball both facing time on the side- 
Tines. 
‘The pair were injured in Sunday's 1-0 


EUROPEAN CUP STATS 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 


league defeat at FC Groningen, with former 
England left-back Ball succumbing to the 
more serious complaint, The 25-year-old 
tansfer deadline-day signing from Rangers 
FC appears to have suffered a ligament tear in 
his right knee, which will rule him out for six 
to eight weeks. 

Unlike Reiziger, however, Ball is ineligible 
for the Champions League group stage. 
Reiziger ‘in last week's 1-0 Group E win 
against PC Schalke 04 but is set to miss the 
Matchday 2 trip to Fenerbahce SK after tear- 
ing a muscle in his right hip. PSV expect to do 
without the 32-year-old ex-Dutch intemational 
for "a few weeks". 

‘The Eredivisie champions at least hope to 
recover Brazilian defender Alex shortly after a 
week out with a right knee injury. 


Rae ruled out for 
Rangers 


Ras FE will be without Alex Rae for 
UEFA Champions League Group H 
fixture at FC Intemazionale Milano on 28 
September, after the midfield player suffered a 
broken toe. 

The 35-year-old, in his second season at 
Ibrox, sustained the injury in a reserve game. 
Rae, an unused substitute as the Scottish 
champions began their group-stage campaign 
with a 3-2 home victory against 2004 winners 
FC Porto, is expected to be sidelined for up to 
three weeks. 


Rivaldo OK with 
Olympiakos 


razilian star Rivaldo has worked things 

‘out with coach Trond Sollied after claim- 
ing that he has been used in the wrong position 
since the Norwegian coach’s arrival. 

Concerns hit the Greek club after Rivaldo 
grew Weary upon playing a midfielder’srole in 
the right hand side. 

A left-footer naturally, Rivaldo will now 
play the position he has played all his life. 

Meanwhile, cross-town, rivals 
Panathinaikos have come down heavily on 
their players recent bad disciplinary record. 

‘Ante Seric copped a fine as did a few 
others. 

Growing concerns on Italian manager 
Alberto Malesani’s coaching position has also 
‘hit the Greek headlines as a few more bad 
results could spell the end for the former 
Parma coach. 


UEFA us SECOND LEG 


Krylya Sovetov (5) 
Lens . (1) 
i -Q) 
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( se) 
IEFACUP 
GROUP E 


ey September 13 
Fenerbahce . 


® 
1 
1 
1 
1 


FIRTURES 
Wednesday September 28 
Fenerbahce vs PSV Eindhoven 
Schalke vs AC Milan 
Wednesday October 19 
Fenerbahce vs Schalke 
AC Milan vs PSV Eindhoven 


GROUP F 


FIRTURES 
Wednesday September 28 
Real Madrid vs Olympiakos 
Rosenborg ys Lyon 
Wednesday October 19 
Lyon vs Olympiakos 
Real Madrid vs Rosenborg 
‘Tuesday November 1 
Olympiakos vs Lyon 
Rosenborg vs Real Madrid 
Wednesday November 23 
Real Madrid vs Lyon 
Rosenborg vs Olympiakos 
‘Tuesday December 6 
Olympiakos vs Real Madrid 
Lyon vs Rosenborg 


GROUP G 


Liverpool vs Chelsea 
Anderlecht vs Real Betis 


Wednesday October 19 
‘Anderlecht vs Liverpool 
Chelsea vs Real Betis 


GROUP H 


we RK ZO 


Italian Affair | 
By Joe Russo 


Just when a small club nurtures a playet, along come the 


vultures from the bigger clubs who pinch them from right 
under their noses. It is no different for Vincenzo Taquinta of 
Udinese. 

‘The player has reportedly said that he wishes to join a 
bigger club. 

Taquinta, who plays for the national team as well, was 
dropped from the Udinese squad for the recent game 
against Juventus after he refused to sign an extension to his 
contract. 

Last year he was an essential player for Udinese under 
the guidance of coach Luciano Spalletti. Of course Spalletti 
has now moved onto to Roma and it will be interesting to 
see whether or not Iaquinta follows his former mentor. 

Usinese owner Giampaolo Pozzo has now accepted that 
Taquinta will leave the club in the January transfer window. 
‘The problem for Udinese is that if they don’t sell him, they 
could lose him at the end of the season in June on a free 
transfer. 

As mentioned last week in this column, this free transfer 
at the end of a contract is just another one of those quirks 
to emerge from the disastrous Bosman ruling a decade ago. 


Look what happened to Leeds Utd two years ago when 


Harry Kewell was determined to go to Liverpool. 

Taquinta has been in sensational form this year, especial- 
ly in the Champions League, scoring hat-tricks for Udinese 
against both Sporting Lisbon and Panathinaikos. 

His form has led to interest from clubs all over Europe 
and it will be interesting to see where he ends up. One sus- 
pects that another Italian club is definitely on the cards. 

hk 

After the financial turmoil of the last two years, Parma 
finally seem to haye’secured their own financial ‘White 
Knight’. Spanish businessman Lorenzo Sanz is on the 
‘verge of completing a takeover of the club. 


Sanz, owner of Spanish-based company Iavessones | 


| Renfisa, is also a former president of Real Madrid. Now 
the connections between Parma and Real Madrid run a lot 
deeper than many people may suspect. 

In the glory days of Italian dairy company Parmalat, 
which fell from grace last year after some shocking and 
fraudulent accounting was discovered, both Real Madrid 
and Parma had Parmalat as their major sponsor. 

‘The current general manager of Real Madrid is former 

| Ttalian national coach Arrigo Sacchi who held the equiva- 
lent position at Parma before moving to the Spanish capi- 
tal 


Parma have given Sanz until October 15 to make the 
final payment in the takeover and this was confirmed by an 
official statement on their website. It might help secure the 
services of players such as Australia’s Marco Bresciano 
who, only a few months ago, seemed destined to join Inter. 

ahh 


Another doping test scandal has erupted in Italy. } 


Messina defender Marco Zanchi could face a lengthy sus- 
pension after failing a doping test taken afier the Serie A 
game last month against Lazio. 

Zanchi has apparently tested positive for a banned sub- 
stance and according to rules he could face a six month sus- 
pension. In Italy two players from every team are tested 
after each match. 

‘The usual excuses will be trodden out by Zanchi and his 
defence team such as: ‘the doctor didn’t tell me’; ‘I was 
trying to help an injury’; or perhaps even the Shane Ware 
special ‘my mum gave it to me.” 

However, the bottom line is that no professional athlete 
should take anything, at anytime, unless he/she is 100% 
certain that it’s legitimate. The worldwide public is sick 
and tired of athletes pleading ignorance to drug offences. 

tok 


One cannot go past Cagliari and their ‘three coaches in 
three weeks saga’. It is a little bit old, but a certainly worth 
another run, The Serie A starts and Cagliari takes the field 
under the guidance of little known Attilio Tesser. 

Tesser is sacked and replaced by Daniele Arrigoni in 
week two. Artigoni coached the side last year, joined 
Torino and swore he would never return to Cagliari. Torino 
goes bankrupt in the off season and Arrigoni is then wel- 
comed back at the Sardinian club. 

‘Week three: Arrigoni is still persona non grata, he is 
sacked and Davide Ballardini takes over, The good news is 
that he’s still there! 

Sydney readers can tune into Sunday Night Soccer, on 

98.5 FM every Sunday at 10.00pm, for all the latest 

Jocal and international football news. 


: 


EMPOLI 


LECCE 
romoted Empoli rose to mid-table after secur- 
ing their second consecutive win while Lecce 

stay close to the bottom of the division following” 

their fourth defeat in five games. Lecce midfield- 
er Cristian Ledesma crashed a free kick off the 
bar five minutes before the interval but Nicola 

Pozzi's header, 20 minutes after the restart, sealed 

victory for the home side. 


lemo committed a series of defensive errors 

as Lazio staged an improbable second-half 
comebzck. 
Goals each side of halftime by Andrea Caracciolo 
and Mariano Gonzalez put the visitors ahead 
before Palermo keeper Nicola Santoni strayed off 
his line to let Tommaso Rocchi through to score 
in the 58th minute. 
Rocchi then set up strike partner Goran Pandev to 
equalise two minutes later. 
A free kick deflected off Christian Manfredini's 
rear for Lazio's third goal and Rocchi's second, 
five minutes from the end, capped a nightmarish 
half for the visitors. 


LIVORNO ... weer ad 
ASCOLI seeee 0 


ivorno’s unbeaten start to the season contin- 
ied with this comfortable win over promoted 
Ascoli. 
Raffaelz Palladino pounced on a poor crossfield 
‘pass to chip visiting keeper Ferdinando Coppola 
in the Ist minute. Cristiano Lucarelli sealed the 
win from the penalty spot late in the game after 
Massimo Paci handled in the area. 


SAMPDORIA .........1 


CHIEVO VERONA ......2 
second-half goal by striker Victor Obinna 
allowed a well-organised Chievo side to 

interrupt Sampdoria's sequence of three wins in a 

row. 

Daniele Franceschini struck for the visitors in the 

36th minute before striker Francesco Flachi 

equalised five minutes after the restart, » 

However, Obinna accelerated round two defend- 

ers before angling a powerful shot past keeper 


Francesco Antonioli on the hour, 
SIENA .... seen ed 
MESSINA .. oneal 


n inspired performance by striker Enrico 

Chiesa led Siena to their second win of the 
season, 
The 34-year-old former Italy international set up 
‘Tomas Locatelli for the first after 10 minutes, 
Mare Zoro equalised almost immediately, but two 
goals by Chiesa gave Siena a 3-1 lead at halftime. 
Locatelli grabbed his second of the match after a 
mistake by Messina defender Luca Fusco 
moments after the restart to put Siena 4-1 up 
before the visitors pulled one back through Arturo 
‘Di Napoli's solo strike in the 67th minute. 


TREVISO .. anes 


AC MILAN . eee 
‘lan captain Paolo Maldini set a record of 
1 appearances in Serie A but his team 
failed to produce-a vintage performance. 
Early on, home striker Reginaldo narrowly failed 
to connect when the ball flashed across the face of 
Milan's goal and it took a momeat of individual 
brilliance from another Brazilian, Kaka, to put the 
visitors ahead a minute before halftime. 
The 23-year-old playmaker cut through Treviso's 
midfield before releasing the ball to Alberto 
Gilardino. Home keeper Adriano Zancope upend- 
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Patrick Vielra celebrates the winner against Parma last weekend 


ed the Italy international to give away a penalty, 
which Andriy Shevchenko converted. Gilardino 
sealed the win late in the game with a diving 
header, 


INTER MILAN .........1 


FIORENTINA .... 0 
bafemi Martins’s early goal was all that sep- 
arated the teams but Fiorentina’s defeat 

would have been much heavier had it not been for 

the skill of their goalkeeper Sebastian Frey, the 

Frenchman twice pulling off reflex saves to deny 

Dejan Stankovic. 

An Adriano header was also cleared off the line 

by midfielder Cristian Brocchi. Inter climb into 

second place with 12 points from five matches, 
three behind leaders Juventus. 


JUVENTUS ..........2 


eaders Juventus came from behind to main- 
jin their 100 percent winning start to the sea~ 

son. 
Marco Delvecchio put Parma ahead in the 14th 
minute and Juve levelled shortly before the break 
when Mauro Camoranesi curled in a fierce 25- 
metre drive. 
In the second half, Juve coach Fabio Capello sent 
on striker Zlatan Ibrahimovic and midfielders 
Payel Nedved and Emerson and their dominance 
paid off eight minutes from the end when 
Tbrahimovic's cross left the unmarked Patrick 
Vieira to head in at the far post his third goal in 
five Serie A games. 


REGGINA ............2 
UDINESE ............0 
lhampions League contenders Udinese 
‘slumped to their third consecutive Serie A 
defeat against Reggina, who had failed to earn a 
point in their opening four matches, 
A long-range effort by Francesco Cozza put the 
home side ahead two minutes before halftime and 
Simone Cavalli sealed the win in the 77th minute 
after Francesco Modesto had broken the offside 


CAGLIARI ween ee O 


AS ROMA wee ee OD 
frer thrashing Parma 4-1 last week, AS Roma 
ied their chances against Cagliari who 
had earned only two points in their first four 
matches. 
However, the home side came close to taking a 
first-half lead when Italy international striker 
Mauro Esposito volleyed against the post. 
Midfielder Simone Perrotta headed against the 
bar for Roma shortly after the restart, but neither 
side could break the deadlock. 


Obafemi Martins was Inter’s hero against 
Fiorentina 


SERIE 


Reggina 2 Udinese 0, Parma 1 Juventus 2, 
Cagliari 0 Roma 0, Empoll 1 Lecce 0, Lazio 3 
Palermo 2, Livomo 2 Ascoll 0, Sampdoria 1 
Chievo 2, Siena 4 Messina 2, Treviso 0 AC Milan 
2, Inter Milan 1 Fiorentina 0. 


1 Juventus 

2 Inter Milan 
3Livomo 
4Milan 

5 Fiorentina 
6Lazio 

7 Palermo 

8 Sampdoria 
9.Chievo 
10Roma 

11 Siena 
12Empoli 
13.Udinese 
14 Parma 
15.Messina 
16.Cagliari 
T7.Ascoli 
18Reggina 
19 Lecce 
20-Treviso 


SOK SCSCOHNNNHNYUOYHOOWRUG 
HNULEUAR ROI HMSSCSH CUS ES 
BAYVMHSIIWEN AIM AIBH END 
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Birmingham City 2 Liverpool 2, Chelsea 2 Aston Villa 1, 
Everton 0 Wigan 1, Manchester Utd 1 Blackbum 2, 
Newcastle Utd 1 Manchester City 0, West Bromwich 1 


BIRMINGHAM CITY .. ‘Lampard to drive in the winner from the penalty spot Chelsea after a stalemate at Upton Park. 
LIVERPOOL 15 minutes from time. In an entertaining game, despite the lack of goals, 
half ehh ae see Tua ‘West Ham went closest to breaking the deadlock late Luton 2 Sheffield Wed 2, Burnley 1 Brighton 1, Coventry 0 
Fea Seend al goals in amesplosve 17 mint EVERTON... ...++++++@ 00 vben substiute Bobby Zamora headed tamely | Hull2, Crewe 0 Watford 0, Crystal Palace 1 Peston NE, 
‘spell culminating in Djibril Cisse's late penalty to wi ic wide. Leeds Utd 0 Ipswich 2, Leicester 1 QPR 2, Millwall 0 
‘earn Liverpool a point went a long way to quelling GAN ATHLETIC ......1 Cardiff 0, Norwich 0 Reading 1, Sheffield Utd 2 Derby 4, 
the critics who say the Premier League has become. ‘trugglers Everton, the only top-flight team with- MIDDLESBROUGH ......0 Southampton 0 Plymouth 0, Stoke 1 Wolverhampton 3 


boring. 
Liverpool, who had previously not scored a 
Teague goal from open play this season, led through 
‘Luis Garcia's fine finish of 68 minutes but City cap- 
italised on defensive blunders to go ahead. 
Defender Stephen Wamock put through his own 
et and three minutes later Pepe Reina dropped 
Emile Heskey’s header allowing Walter Pandiani to 
stab home in the ensuing scramble. Liverpool 
grabbed a point five minutes from time after Neil 
Kilkenny had been sent off for handling Jamie 
Carragher's header on the goalline. 


ASTON VILLA .........1 
Chelsea made it seven wins out of 
‘seven after Villa had the temerity to breach their 
Lake Moore got the better of John Terry from a 
Toute one Villa moye to stun Stamford Bridge just 
before halftime but their lead lasted just over a 
minute, Frank Lampard driving in a free kick 
through the space vacated by Juan Pablo Angel at 
the end of the wall. 
Villa withstood the pressure after the break until 
Olof Mellberg hauled down Didier Drogba allowing 


Kevin Nolan if Boia’ acofee" with’ an|overhad KlcK aa Dejan Gte/arlovio of Portanicatitlcoks\on' adespaic 


‘out a home goal this season, slid to their eight 
defeat in their last nine games in all competitions. 

Damien Francis's first goal for Wigan, a close- 
Tange finish two minutes after halftime, was enough 
to hand victory to Paul Jewell's side, who have made 
a bright start to their first season in the Premier 
League. 

Everton's Kevin Kilbane rattled the crossbar with 
a header in the first half but the Goodison faithful 
had little else to cheer. 


MANCHESTER UNITED . .i 


BLACKBURN ROVERS ..2 
covers dealt United's ttle hopes another major 
by winning at Old Trafford for first time 
since 1962. 
Norwegian Morten Gamst Pedersen drilled inthe 
winner nine minutes from time after Paul Scholes 
hhad lost possession on the edge of his own box. 


Pedersen proved to the thorn in United's side after® 


earlier putting Rovers ahead when his whipped in 
free kick from wide on the left eluded Edwin van der 
Saar midway through the first half. Dutch striker 
Ruud van Nistelrooy equalised on 67 minutes, latch- 
ing on to a loose ball after Brad Friedel had spilled 
Wayne Rooney's shot. 


NEWCASTLE UNITED ...1 


MANCHESTER CITY ....0 
Be ra Ce ast Br ae re 

nd suiecessive game to further ease the pressure. 
on Newcastle manager Graeme Souness. 

Owen, who opened his Newcastle account last 
week against Blackburn, latched on to Lee Bowyer's 
ppass io toe-poke the only goal past David James 
after 18 minutes. 


WEST BROMWICH ALBION 1 


CHARLTON ATHLETIC ...2 
stayed second, six points behind 
., with their fourth successive away win 
secured by Danny Murphy's double. 

‘The midfielder fired the Addicks ahead with a 
ninth-minute penalty after Steve Watson had felled 
Jerome Thomas and Murphy added his second just 
after the halfhour from Denis Rommedahl's cross. 

Albion, who have never won a Premier League 
game when their opponents have scored first, got 
one back through Curtis Davies. 


WEST HAM UNITED .....0 
ARSENAL ........-...-0 


SUNDERLAND .... 2 
underland moved off the bottom of the 
Premiership after a 2-0 win at north-east rivals 

Middlesbrough, their first win in the top flight in 27 

games. 

‘Tommy Miller and Julio Arca were on the score- 
sheet to guarantee the three points, Sunderland’ first 
maximum haul since December 2002, which lifted 
the Black Cats into 19th place and sent Everton to the 
bottom. 

Mark Viduka wasted a chance to pull Boro back 
into the game, shooting over the crossbar. 


Manchester United's Wayne Rooney Is in 
full control as Blackburn's Robbie Savage 


Chariton 2, West Ham 0 Arsenal 0, Bolton 1 Portsmouth 0, 
Middlesbrough 0 Sunderland 2 


P 
Chelsea 
‘Chariton 


Middlesbrough 
Blackbum 


Liverpool 
Birmingham 
Aston Villa 
Fulham 
Portsmouth 
West Brom 
Sunderland 
Everton 


Basses ernnmevBwoeNg 
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‘Sheff Utd 
Reading 
Watford 
Luton 


Wolverhampton 
Stoke 


Hanis naneoenoraraousaarog 
RANODAODANOBHANNOD-ALONEG 


Bamsley 0 Doncaster 2, Blackpool 3 Milton Keynes 2 
Brentford 2 Bristol City 3, Chesterfield 3 

Colchester 1 Huddersfield 1, Oldham 1 Boumemouth 0 
Rotherham 2 Southend 4, Scunthorpe 1 Walsall 3, 
Swansea 1 Notts Forest 1, Swindon 2 Bradford 3, 
Tranmere 2 Gillingham 2, Yeovil 1 Port Vale 0 


F A Pts 
6 4 
20 12 
18 13 
16 11 
16 14 
12 13 
44 
7 17 
7 17 
Bn 
ng 
9 9 
4 12 
14 
10 11 
9 10 
115 
9 13 
N12 
12 16 
8 15 
12 20 
: 7 
Dons. 15 
or Tabon and rests Yor Footbal League Two end 


weedigns | iy caetage Stee eal 


Too good for Chelsea's Frank Lampard rwenal, Wihoot injured stikers Thiery Nationwide Conference turn to page 31 
who celebrated a brace over Aston Villa adams a 
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TABLES AND RESULTS 


What’s on the Box 


October 
ENGLISH PREMIER LEAGBE 
Sat 1 October 
Portsmouth v Newcastle 11.55 pm 
Sun 2 October 
Sunderland y West Ham 2.10 am 
Arsenal v Birmingham 10.25 pm 
Mon 3 October 
Liverpool v Chelsea 2.10 arf 
Sat 15 October 
Wigan v Newcastle 9.40 pm 
Liverpool v Blackbur 11.55 pm 
Sun 16 October 
‘Middlesbrough v Portsmouth 2.10 am 
Birmingham y Aston Villa 8.55 pm 
Mon 17 October 
Man City v West Ham 1,00 am 
Tue 18 October 
Chalrton y Fulham 4.55 am 
Sat 22 October 
Blackbum v Birmingham 9.40 pm 
Man Utd y Tottenham 11.55 pm 
Sat 23 October 
Portsmouth v Charlton 2.10 am 
‘Arsenal y Man City 3.00pm (Delay) 
Newcastle v Sunderland 10.25 pm 
Sun 24 October 
Everton v Chelsea 1,00 am 
Sat 29 October 
‘Tottenham v Arsenal 9.55 pm 
Chelsea y Blackburn 11.55 pm 
Sat 30 October 
Middlesbrough v Man Utd 3.10 am 
Birmingham v Everton 3.00pm delay 
Sun 31 October 
WBA v Newcastle Utd 3.00 am 


A-LEAGUE 
Fri Sep 30 
CC Mariners y Melbourne 8.00 pm 
Sat Oct 1 
Perth Glory v Sydney FC 9.30pm 
Sun Oct 2 
NZ Knights v Adelaide Utd 3.00pm. 
Fri Oct 7 
QLD Roar v CC Mariners 8.00 pm 
Sat Oct 8 
Newcastle v Perth 7.30 pm 
Sun Oct 9 
Sydney FC v Adelaide 5.00 pm 
Mon Oct 10 
Melbourne v NZ Knights 7.00 pm 
Fri Oct 14 
Adelaide v Newcastle 8.00 pm 
Sun Oct 16 
NZ Knights v QLD Roar 3.00 pm 
CC Mariners v Perth 5.00 pm 
Fri Oct 21 
Sydney FC v NZ Knights 8.00 pm 
Sun Oct 23 
Newcastle v CC Mariners 5.00 pm 
Perth v Melbourne 7.00 pm 
Fri Oct 28 
Melbourne v Adelaide 8.00 pm 
Sat Oct 29 
NZ Knights v CC Mariners 5.00 pm 
QLD Roar v Perth 7.30 pm 
Sun Oct 0 
Sydney FC v Newcastle 5.00 pm 
*To be shown on Fox 
channels 11 & 12 


CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 
‘Sun Sep 25 
Real Betis y Liverpool 
Wed Sep 28 
Maen Utd v Benfica 
Thur Sep 29 
Liverpool v Chelsea 6.30 am 
*All these matches shown on SBS. 


2.00 pm 


630 em 


BELGIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 
Beveren 1 Charleroi 4, Club Bruges 0 
Lokeren 1, Excelsior Mouscron 2 La 
Louviere 4, Brussels 1 Zulte Waregem 4, 
Racing Genk 3 Cercle Bruges 1, St Truiden 
0 Westerio 1, Roeselare 1 Ghent 4, 
G.Beerschot 2 Standard Liege 2, Lierse 0 
Anderiecht 0. 


PWOL FA PS 
‘(Standard 8 6 1 1 18-919 
2.Anderiecht 8 5 3 0 23-718 
3.Westerlo 8 5 2 1 10-217 
4.Waregem 8 4 2 2 16-1114 
5. Gent 8422 11-914 
6.ClubBrugge8 4 2 2 8-6 14 
7. Genk 83 41 14-113 
8.Lokeren 7 4 1 2 8-8 13 
9.Chaferoh 8 2 5 1 7-5 41 
40. Beveren 8 3 4 4 10-910 
411. St-Truiden8 5 0 5 5-8 9 
12.Roeselae 8 2 2 4 8-118 
413. Brussels 8 1 4 3 8-117 
14.lierseSK 7 1 4 2 4-87 
45. Excelsior 8 2 0 6 6-156 
16. 6.BA 8425 7-155 
17.louviere 8 0 4 4 7-164 
18.Cercle 8 1 1 6 6-154 
CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Pula 2 Osijek 2, Cibalia 0 Medimurje 2, 
Dinamo Zagreb 5 Kamen 0, Rijeka 0 
Zagreb 0, Inter Z 2 Hajduk 2, Varteks 2 
Slaven Belupo 2. 


PWOL FA Pts 
14.Dinamo 9 7 1 1 27-222 
2. Rijeka 9 5 3 4 17-1148 
3.Varteks 9 5 4 3 15-1216 
4,Medimurje 9 4 2 3 12-814 
5.Kamen 9 4 2 3 12-1314 
6. Osijek 94 44 7-1218 
7. Hajduk 93 33 14-912 
8. Zagreb SS SST Sa 
9. Inter § 2 (245 7-168 
10.Cibalia 9225 5-188 
11.Slaven 9 1 3 5 10-166 
12.PulasC 9 1 3 5 8-156 


DUTCH EREDIVISE 
Heerenveen 2 NEC Nijmegen 1, Willem {i 
4 ADO Den Haag 0, Vitesse 2 Groningen 0, 
PSV Eindhoven 2 RBC Roosendaal 0, RKC 
Waalwijk 2 Utrecht 3, NAC Breda 2 AZ 
Alkmaar 4, Sparta 2 Heracles 0, Twente 1 
Feyenoord 3, Ajax 4 Roda JC 4 


PWOL FA Pts 
‘1Feyenoord 6 6 0 0 18-418 
2.AZ 65 01 22-545 
3. RKC 65 01 13-615 
4. PSV 641414 9-3 % 
5. Ajax 6 3 1 2 13-910 
6. NAC. 6 3 1 2 8-6 10 
7.Herecles 6 3 1 2 7-8 10 
8. Sparta 6 3.4 2 6-70 
9.Willemil 6 2 1 3 5-67 
10.FCUtrecht6 2 1 3 6-8 7 
11.Heerenveen6 2 1 3 11-157 
12. Vitesse 6 2 1 3 6-107 
13. Groningen6 2 0 4 4-7 6 
44.DenHaag 6 1 2 3 5-9 5 
15. NEC 6123 4-95 
1G. FCTwente6 11 4 4-8 4 
17,RodaJC 6 1 0 5 7-163 
18. RBC 6024 2-2 

FRENCH LIGUE 1 


Monaco 0 Nice 0, Auxerre 3 Sochaux 0, 
Nancy 2 Troyes 1, Bordeaux 1 Ajaccio 0, 
Le Mans 0 Paris St Germain 0, Lille 2 St 
Etienne 0, Marseille 3 Metz 1, Strasbourg 
2 Toulouse 4, Nantes 0 Lyon 1, Lens 0 
Stade Rennes 0 


PWOL FA Pts 
4. Lyon. 9 6 30 12-521 
2.ParssSG 9 5 2 2 12-817 
3.Bordeaux $ 4 4 1 9-5 16 
4.Auvere 899 5 41 3 14-1316 
5. Lille 9432 14-715 


6.leMans 9 4 3 2 10-4145 
7. Lens 93.54 14-614 
8.StEtienne 9 3 4 2 7-5 13 
9. Nice $3 3 3 8-1012 
10.Nantes 9 3 2 4 8-6 11 
‘1. Ajaccio §©9 2 5 2 7-7 11 
12. Marseille 9 3 2 4 10-1211 
13.Monaco 9 3 2 4 6-9 11 
14.Toulouse 9 3 2 4 7-41 11 
15.Rennes 9 3 2 4 10-1911 
16.Nancy 9 3 1 5 12-810 
17.Troyes 9 2 3 4 8-109 

18.Sochaux 9 2 2 5 4-9 8 

19. Strasbourg9 0 5 4 4-9 5 

20.Metz 90 45 4-144 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
Werder Bremen 2 Leverkusen 1, Arminia 
Bielefeld 0 Moenchengladbach 2, Mainz 1 
Dortmund 1, Wolfsburg 1 Frankfurt 0, 
Schalke 2 Hannover 0, Dulsburg 1 
Numberg 0, Hamburg 2 Bayem Munich 
0, Stuttgart 1 Kaiserslautem 0, Koln 0 
Hertha Berlin 1 


‘gel WIE ES 
aBayem 7 6 0 1 15-518 
2.Hamburger 7 5 2 0 14-447 
3.Werder 7 5 41 1 19-916 
4.HerthaBSC7 4 2 1 11-714 
5.SchalkeQ4 7 3 4 0 9-5 13 
6. Wolfsburg 7 3 3 14 14-1012 
7.Mofadbach7 3 2 2 9-9 11 
8. Leverkusen 7 3 1 3 14-1310 
9.Dortmund 7 2 3 2 11-109 
10. Stuttgart 7 2 3 2 9-9 9 
TFCKon 7 3 0 4 10-119 
12. Kaiser 72% 11) 1Aeet0'- 4517) 
13.Hannover 7 1 3 3 8-116 
14.Duisburg 7 1 2 4 10-155 
15.Arminia 7 1 2 4 5-125 
46.Mainz05 7 1 1 5 5-114 
47. Frankfurt 7 191 5 3-114 
48.Numberg 7 9 3 4 4-10 


GREEK ETHNIKI KATIGORIA 
Xanthi 1 Levadiakos 0, PAK 2 Egaleo 0, 
Panathinaikos 3 Panionios 0, Olympiakos 
2 Akratitos 0, OFI Crete 0 Iraklis 1, Larisa 
0 AEK Athens 1, lonikos 2 Kallithea 4 


Pow 
1. Olympiakos 4 
2. Xanthi 4 
3. AEK Athens 4 
4.lonikos 4 


9. Aigaleo 
10. Kalamaria 3 
11. Akratitos 4 
12. Iraklis 4 
43. Levadiakos 4 
14, Panionios 4 
45. Kallithea 4 
16. OF! 4 


Sens annnnnwRPs00 
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ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE 2 

Bamet 14 Rochdale 1, Boston Utd 4 
Grimsby 4, Bristol 1 Darlington 0, Carlisle 
2 Leyton 3, Mansfield 2 Wycombe 3, 
Northampton 1 Cheltenham 2, Notts 
County 0 Rushden & Diamonds 0, Oxford 
Utd 2 Bury 1, Peterborough 0 
Shrewsbury 2, Stockport 0 Chester 0, 
Torquay 2 Lincoln City 4, Wrexham 4 
Macclesfield 1. 


PWOL FA Pts 
Grimsby 106 2 2 148 20 
Wycombe 104 6 0 181118 
Rochdale 105 2 3 201217 
Chester = 104 «5 4 18-4417 
Notts County 104 § 1 118 47 
Carlisle 105 23 1214017 
Leyton Orient 105 2 3 16 1617 
Shrewsbury 104 3 3 118 15 
Northampton 103 § 2 141114 


Chettenham 103 5 2 141214 
Peterborough 104 2 4 109 14 
OxfordUtd 103 5 2 131314 
Wrexham 103 43 19 135 
Darlington 103 4 3 141313 
Barnet 103 3 4 121312 
BristolRovers 103 3 4 124712 
Uncoincity 102 5 3 111111 
R&Dmonds 102 5 3 101411 
Stockport 101 7 2 15 16 10 
BostonUtd 101 6 3 14199 
Macclesfield 102 3 5 12189 
Torquay 102 26 7 178 
Mansfield 101 3 6 14206 
Bury 01 3 6 9 166 
ENGLISH NATIONWIDE 
CONFERENCE 


Aldershot 2 York 1, Cambridge Utd 4 
Altrincham 0, Canvey Island 2 Southport 
4, Crawley Town 4 Grays 3, Dag & Red 1 
Accrington 2, Exeter 1 Burton 2, 
Gravesend 1 Kidderminster 2, Halifax 2 
Hereford 1, Morecambe 4 Stevenage 1, 
Scarborough 1 Forest Green 0, Tamworth 
0 Woking 4. 


pw 


$ DL FA Pts 
Grays Athletic 106 4 0 261322 
Accrington 107 4 2 191322 
Exeter 106 22 177 20 
Morecambe 106 1 3 188 19 
York 105 3 2 178 18 
Stevenage 105 2 3 181417 
Halifax 105 2 3 121017 
Dag&Red 104 4 2 191216 
Hereford W4 3 3 17 15 
Kidderminster 104 3 3 14 13 15 
Woking 104 2 4 141414 
Gravesend 104 2 4 151714 
Canvey island 104 4 5 134513 
Scarborough 103 3 4 1113 12 
Altrincham 103 2 5 7 2011 
ForestGreen 102 4 4 111210 
Chridge Utd 103 4 6 121710 
Tamworth 101 5 4 & 148 
Aldershot 102 2 6 14228 
Southport 102 2 6 12218 
Burton Albion 102 2 6 11208 
CrawieyTown 101 3 6 11206 


PORTUGUSE SUPER LIGA 
Penafiel 1 Benfica 3, Guimaraes 1 
Maritimo 0, Porto 2 Belenenses 0, Estrela 
Amadora 0 Braga 0, Gil Vicente 2 Pacos 
de Ferreira 0, Naval 1 Rio Ave 0. Uniao 
Leiria 0 Nacional Madeira 0, Sporting 


Lisbon 1 Vitoria Setubal 0. 

PWODL FA Pts 
1.Porto 54 10 9-2 13 
2.SportingCP5 4 0 4 8-5 12 
3.SpBraga 5 5 20 4-011 
4.Nacionl 5 3 20 6-3 14 
5.Belenenses5 3 0 2 10-69 
6.diVicente 5 3 0 2 5-2 9 
7.RioAve 5 5 0 2 7-6 9 
8.Benfica 5 2 12 8-57 
9. Naval & 2) is25 8-77 
10.Setubal 5 2 1 2 2-27 
11.Boavista 4 1 3 0 7-4 6 
12.Fereira 5 2 0 3 4-8 6 
13.estrela 5 1 22 4-5 5 
14.Guimaraes5 1 0 4 3-103 
15.Academiced 0 2 2 3-5 2 
16.Maritimo 5 0 2 3 3-6 2 
47. Leiria 509 23 1-8 2 
18.Penafiel 5 0 74 4 3-111 
SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Hearts 1 Rangers 0, Aberdeen 0 
Livingston 0, Celtic 2 Invemess CT 4, 
Dunfermline 2 Dundee Utd 1, Kilmarnock 
4 Falkirk 1, Motherwell 1 Hibemian 3. 


PWOL FA Pts 
Hearts 8 8 0 0 214 724 
Celtic 86 14 199 19 
Hibernian 85 12 148 16 
Kilmamock 8 4 2 2 171414 


Rangers 84143 139 13 
Aberdeen 8 3 23 109 11 
Motherwell 8 3 1 4 1919 10 
InvemessCT 6 2 2489 8 
Dundee Utd 6 2 2 4 11158 
Dunfermfine 8 1 2 5 6 145 
Falkirk S02 & 5 175 
Uvingston 8 0 2 6 2 182 


‘SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 
Atletico Madrid 0 Getafe 1, Espanyol 4 
Villarreal 2, Real Zaragoza 1 Deportivo 
Coruna 1, Valencia 2 Real Sociedad 1, 
Real Betis 1 Barcelona 4, Alaves 0 Real 
Madrid 3, Athletic Bilbao 0 Santander 0, 
Osasuna 2 Cadiz 0, Real Mallorca 1 Malaga 
4, Celta Vigo 2 Sevilla 1 


P 
1. Celta 5 
2. Getafe 5 
3. Real Madrid 5 
4. Valencia = 5 
5. Deportivo 5 
6.Osasuna 5 
7. Barcelona 5 
8. Zaragoza 5. 
9. Malaga 5 
10.Racing 5 
11. Espanyol 5 
12. Sociedad 5 
13. Athletic 5 
44. Villarreal 5 
15. Sevilla 5 
16, Cadiz 5 
17. Betis 5 
18. Atletico 5 
19. Mallorca 5 
20. Alaves 5 
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TURKISH FIRST DIVISION 
Denizlispor 3 Gaziantepspor 4, 
Fenerbahce 3 Kayserispor 0, 
Genclerbirligl 2 Malatyaspor 0, 
Trabzonspor 0 Vestel Manisaspor 2, 
Ankaraspor 2 Besiktas 0, Diyarbakirspor 0 
Ankaragucu 3, Rizespor 1 Konyaspor 4, 
Erciyesspor 0 Sivasspor 0, Samsunspor 1 
Galatasaray 2. 


PWOtL FA Pts 
(Galatasaray? 6 1 0 18-719 
2.Fenerbahce7 5 2 0 16-717 
3.Erciyesspor7 3 4 0 8-5 13 
4.Kayserispor7 4 0 3 12-912 
5.Sivasspor 7 3 3 4 6-5 12 
6. Trabzonspor? 3 2 2 9-7 14 
7. Gaziantpspor7 3 2 2 10-1011 
8.Konyaspor 7 2 4 4 9-5 10 
9. Ankaraspor7 2 4 4 9-7 10 
10.Manisaspor7 2 2 3 12-108 
41. Besiktas 7 2 23 7-7 8 
12. Gencleirigi7 1 4 2 4-6 7 
43. Ankagucu7 1 3 3 8-9 6 
14.Rizespor 7 1 2 4 5-9 5 
15. Samsuspor7 1 2 4 12-175 
416. Denizlispor7 1 2 4 4-9 5 
17. Diyakirspor? 1 2 4 6-155 
48. Malatyaspor7 0 3 4 5-163 
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“The Taesday Interview” 


LES SCHEINFLUG: 


“The sword must fall now" 


By Mark Stavroulakls. 


jormer Australian youth coach and Socceroo 
defender Les Scheinflug has hit out like a 
German time bomb on the lack of respect 
been given by the Football Federation of 
Australia. 

He’s asked that both John Boultbee and Ange 
Postecoglou resign from their posts. 

With 30 years of playing and coaching experience 
under his belt, Scheinflug questioned the FFA about 
their recruitments of certain coaches and officials 
‘who he believes have brought the game of football 
backwards not forwards on an international scale. 

Scheinflug has been silenced for several years now 
and has watched with a “heavy heart” in the way 

“youth development hias progressed. 

His comments have come days after the U17 Joeys 
exit from the World Youth Championships in Peru 
which was labeled as yet another failed attempt in 
progressing towards a finals placing. 

“T’ve put my hand up numerous times in helping 
the FFA with their national team set-tips on a senior 
and youth level but they've neglected my edvice. 

“The new revolution of coaches-have really found 
it tough so far, 

“I believe that coaches such as Frank (Farina) and 
‘Ange (Postecoglou) were given the job too early in 
their careers as they weren’t experienced enough. No 
players have come through the current youth system 
so there is obviously a point of concern there. 

“Tts like I've been treated like a leper, I’ve had the 
knowledge but no one has asked me for any advice.” 


O’Neill’s Appointment 


Scheinflug believes that certain appointments at 
the FFA have not been soccer-orientated people, but 
that of other codes in areas where having a strong 
knowledge for the game was a must. 

“My belief is that what we haye now in the FFA 
are people who were involved in basketball, rowing 
and union running soccer. 

“Sure the marketing aspect is being run well but 
the football operation side of things needs a shake-up. 

“The game should be run by people who have had 
experience in soccer, maybe start up a selection panel 
of past coaches in selecting national team coaches for 
each level. 

“How could the governing body not do their 
research when they knew David (Williams) could not 
play.in the U17 World Cup due to his involvement 
with the U20s. 

“Also, the other mistake was when Shane Huke 
(Peterborough United) was called in for thé U20s 
tournament but didn’t have an Australian passport. 
This bungle in any other sport would have cost them 
their jobs, 

“You need to be around soccer people to know 
things like this.” 


Youth football should 
follow its “own” line 


‘The former Australian youth coach believes that 
all talk about moulding the game into the French and 
Brazilian way isn’t the way the country should tum 
to. “We don’t have to copy the likes of Brazil, 
France, Uruguay or whoever in that matter. “We have 
our own strengths, which once people recognize, can 
get us places: 

“Australian players have special qualities, which 
are speed, desire to be a winner and determination, 
which can produce good players. We need to improve 
their skill and vision and select coaches outside of the 
English circle so to speak in improving these aspects. 
Jobs in our Institutes from across Australia must be 
advertised also, again there i istoo much English influ- 
ence there. 


“I want to preach my knowledge, which has 
always been free of charge in getting results for our 
national team squads.” 


Lowy Respect 


The German born coach has held much praise for 
FPA Chairman and Westfields mogul Frank Lowy but 
believes he isn’t getting the help he needs in further- 
ing the development line. 

“Frank Lowy has been a friend of mine for years 


ever since the Hakoah days. Ihave great respect for 
the man but I don’t think he’s getting the right infor- 
mation from the people he has hired. 

“T Jeamed a great lesson from an old friend of mine 
and Frank’s as well, the late Andrew Lederer, that to 
have a successful business, you need to hire the right 
kind of people who understand their profession — the 
‘FFA have not done this. 

“Frank needs to take total control and needs to hire 
experienced people who have given their livelihood 


for soccer and have done it for the past 20 or 30 
years” 


No Respect for history 


Les has stated to ABSW that the so called ‘old 
brigade’ of Rale Rasic, Zoran Matic and Raul Blanco 
have also been hard done by the new people in power 
at the moment. 

“Eyer since John O’Neill and John Boultbee have 
been hired, they’ve failed to give us the respect we all 
deserved. I’ve coached and played for NSW, same 
with the Socceroos and the Olympic squad, I along 
with the others were involved during the make-up of 


the game, even when it was in its hard times. 
“t's quite simple, if you don’t respect the history 
‘then you don’t respect the game.” 


World Cup ticket fiasco 


Scheinflug was seething at the fact that the FFA 
sent the former Socceroo coach a letter with a com- 
plimentary ticket to the World Cup qualifiers in 
‘Sydney but was asked if he wanted another one, that 
he would have to pay for it. 

“What kind of respect is that when you receive a 


letter with a ticket then asking me if wanted an extra 
one, that I'd have to pay for one. 

“Ex-players and coaches are treated with a lot of 
Tespect in countries from across the world, unfortu- 
nately not much can be said for thal here 

“Can you imagine my dear old friend Alan Jones, 
who was a past Australian Union coach, not receive 
the respect he deserved by his code when John 
O'Neill was running the show there, 

“Coaches like Rasic, Matic and Blanco haven’t 
even received an invitation for the game, this isa dis- 


No players have come 
through the current 


System 


Its been a while since Australia has created poten- 
tial youth stars that have gone on to bigger and better 
things in Europe, Scheinflug believes that the youth 
factory has been dormant for the past several years. 

_ “I can’t think of one player that has made an 
impact overseas through our current national youth 
squads. The likes of your Vidukas, Zelics, Bosnichs, 
Coricas and Okons have ceased to exit with our cur- 
rent crop. 

“Having coached national teams since 1969, I've 
taken the U17s and U20 sides to being seventh and 
fifth placed respectively in the world, what are they 
ranked now? 

“FIFA respected us as a youth nation, especially 
after the °99 World Cup for the U17s. I beat the likes 
of Argentina and Brazil during my time, now we've 
Deen far from these achievements. 

We are happy now just with winning one game in 
the World Cup, we need to get that fixed in becoming 
a feared nation once more which will in-tumn, produce 
players for the Socceroos squad. 

“In several seasons, Ange Postecoglou has not pro- 
duced one player for the Socceroos squad, the results 
have not been up to standard and his ideology has 
been all wrong with the players. I believe that you can 
win games and produce players at the same time, nei- 
ther was done under his regime, 

“Just look at the FIFA’s official technical assess- 
ment for our UI7s at the world championships two 
years ago, our team was rated the worst, this was a 
total embarrassment.” 
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